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Let’s do the numbers:

Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

September
Total EMS Incidents 849
Average Resp. Time
5.68
EMS Unit (most alarms) ME2-203

October
900
5.73 Min
ME5–213

Total Fire Alarms
Average Resp. Time
Fire Co. (most alarms)

185
6.6
TR4-177
404

177
6.36 Min
TR5-151
413

252
2,266

107
2,250

Station 4 (Sept) & 5 (Oct)(most alarms)

Other
Total Alarms

Achievements, Retirements & Promotions
Congratulations to Assistant Chief
Dave Woodside for completing the
Executive Fire Officer (EFO) program
at the National Fire Academy on August 24, 2012. Congratulations to Firefighter Todd Withrow for obtaining an
Associate of Science degree from the
Health Career Institute on May 5, 2012.
And, congratulations to Captain Dan
Coine for completing 29.4 years of
service and retiring on September 30,
2012. Dan’s wish was to have a joint
“Last Roll Call Ceremony” with other
retirees. Captain Joe Hauck retires on
or before November 30, 2012 with 31
years of service. Captain Scott Johnston has indicated he will retire on December 29, 2012 with 25 years of service.
Lastly, congratulations to our
newest Captain Jason Owens, promoted on October 3, 2012 and Firefighter/Driver Chad Kosloski, promoted on October 7, 2012 and honored
at our Badge and Award Ceremony on
October 9, 2012.
ALS Competition Team
Our ALS Competition Team scored a
first-place win at the Greater
Baldswinsville Ambulance Corps EMS
Competition in Baldswinsville, New
York, on September 29, 2012. They
competed against teams from Poland,
FDNY, and others. The team was comprised of Jeff Lazzeri, Shea Miller,
Robert Parks and Evan Gaub.

Next, our teams competed in Flagler
County, Florida, on October 6th and 7th
and finished as follows: A Team - Jeff
Lazzeri, Shea Miller and James Haag
took first place; B Team - Robert
Parks, Evan Gaub, Mike Sember and
Jason Sekula finished in 4th place. This
was a 24-hour competition with teams
from New York, Miami-Dade, Port Orange, Miramar, and a dozen other locations.

Administrative
Services
By:
Raul Travieso
Assistant Chief
Congratulations!
First of all, I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate Captain Jason
Owens on his recent promotion and
welcome him to his new position and
assignment as Training Captain. Please
join me in passing on good wishes to
Jason.
FIRE EXPO

Until next time…be safe and Happy
Holidays!

Operations
By:
Glenn Joseph
Deputy Chief

We are extremely happy to announce
that FIRE EXPO 2013 will be held at
the campus of FAU for the third year, in
February 2013 (A precise date will be
forthcoming). Please mark your calendars, as we want to improve the event
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for the children and parents who attend.
This year, we are going to need everyone’s help to make Fire Expo a huge
success.

HONOR GUARD/PIPES & DRUMS

The word is out that this year’s expanded Fire Expo will be the
“BIGGEST and GREATEST” in Boca
Raton history. Our plans for this year’s
Expo will include more exciting
“ACTION-FILLED” exhibits for children and adults to enjoy, coupled with
great “FUN-FILLED” activities for the
kids. We will feature exhibits from all
other City departments, including Police, Recreation, and Utility Services.
You dare not miss this year’s expanded
Fire Expo!
SEMINAR - March 2013
We have scheduled renown lecturer and
instructor, J. Curtis Varone, Esq. and
retired Deputy Assistant Fire Chief, to
speak to us regarding Fire and EMS
Legal Issues and Social Media Concerns. Curtis will conduct the eighthour seminar on Thursday, March 7,
2013, and repeat the lecture on the following day. (See the attached flyer)
Curt Varone has over 39 years of experience in fire service, retiring in 2008
as a Deputy Assistant Chief (shift commander) with the Providence Rhode
Island Fire Department. He is a practicing attorney, licensed in both Rhode
Island and Maine, and served as the
Director of the Public Fire Protection
Division at the NFPA. In 1998, he was
awarded an Executive Fire Officer Fellowship to study Advanced Issues in
State and Local Government at Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy School of
Government. He presently teaches in
the Executive Development program at
the National Fire Academy. Curt has
written two books, Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services,
and Fire Officer's Legal Handbook. He
writes the Fire Law column for Firehouse Magazine and currently serves as
a Deputy Chief with the Exeter (Rhode
Island) Volunteer Fire Department.
Please mark your calendars to attend on
March 7 or 8, 2013. This is a lecture
you don’t want to miss.

The City is proud to announce that
members of our Honor Guard and Pipes
& Drums Team traveled and participated in the annual Florida Fallen Firefighters Memorial Ceremony at the
State Fire College in Ocala on October
12. This year, ten firefighters were honored and recognized for giving their all
in performing their duties. The Team
attended this year in support of Firefighter Driver John Elliot, who received
recognition on behalf of his family for
his brother, Bill Elliot, a 22-year veteran
with the Pompano Beach Fire Department; Bill died in the line of duty on
January 6, 2012. Our thoughts and
prayers remain with the Elliot Family.

As tradition requires, the Honor Guard
and Pipes & Drums Team will be participating at this year’s Veterans Day
Commemorative Ceremony which will
take place on Sunday, November 11,
2012, at 9:00 am at the Boca Raton
Cemetery. The Team is also slated to

participate in the Holiday Street Parade on Wednesday, December 5, as
well as attending the Palm Beach
County Chiefs Fire and EMS Associations’ Annual Installation Luncheon
on Friday, December 7 at the 6500
Building Auditorium. In addition, Firefighter Jason Sekula and members of
the Pipes & Drums section will set up a
booth to sell slices of pizza and play a
few “lovely tunes” at the Holiday Tree
Lighting Ceremony at Mizner Park
on Friday, November 23. Volunteers
are welcomed to assist at these events,
as they are very active and should be
fully supported.
Several firefighters have expressed interest in joining the Honor Guard section or the Pipes & Drums section of the
Team. It is my hope that many more of
you would like to learn about the Team
and its contribution of service to our
City. Current members are happy to
share their experiences as part of our
famous Team. Please contact me by
phone (239-6965) or email if you are
thinking about joining and would like
more information.
HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE
The Department is once again partnering with the Junior League of Boca
Raton in conjunction with the “Spirit of
Giving Network,” to collect new toys
for the League’s Holiday Gift Drive.
New, unwrapped toys are being collected at all eight City fire stations during the month of November thru December 15. Firefighter Jesus Barrera
will be coordinating the project and
elicit the help of our Fire Explorers,
who will volunteer their efforts and expand their special community service
mission. This has been a custom of Fire
Rescue for over 30 years.
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND

illness at the age of 82. He served many
roles during his distinguished 30-year
career and retired in 1988. As with
many others, Commander Hurlbert was
influential in my career; he was my
Training Officer in 1974 and he certified
my State of Florida Firefighters Certificate. He will be missed and remembered. We will keep his wife, Barbara,
and the entire Hurlbert family in our
thoughts and prayers.

Fire Rescue Employee Dependent
Scholarship
The Boca Raton Firefighter and Paramedic Benevolent Fund, Inc. is proud to
once again announce its annual sponsorship of a four-year, $1000 per year
scholarship through the George Snow
Scholarship Fund. The scholarship has
been formed and funded to benefit a
dependent child of full-time employees
of the Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
Department. To qualify a student, a full
-time employee must have, by the closing date of the application, a minimum
of five years employment in good
standing with the City. Employees
must also be members of the Benevolent Fund. Applicants must have financial need, scholastic eligibility, established educational and career goals, be
active in their school and/or community, and be a role model to their peers.
Applications can be submitted on-line
through the George Snow Scholarship
Fund’s website at www.scholarship.org.
Applications open on November 1,
2012 and the deadline for application
submittals is February 1, 2013.
Please call the office of the George
Snow Scholarship Fund at 561-3476799 with any questions or concerns.
Good Luck!
Raul Travieso
President
561-239-6965
IN MEMORIAM
I would be remiss if I did not mention
the passing of one of the “good guys;”
retired Commander Darold Hurlbert
died on October 12, 2012, after a short

Fire & Life
Safety
By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief
This newsletter article is the last for this
year and covers the Holiday Season, as
well as safety tips for the season.
Thanksgiving
The average number of cooking fires
doubles on this holiday. The U.S. Fire
Administration reports that on Thanksgiving Day, more than 4,000 fires occur.
Don't leave the kitchen while frying and
grilling. Use a timer and do kitchen
checks when simmering, baking, broiling and roasting. If deep-frying a turkey, keep the fryer outside, away from
walls, fences and other structures. Also,
keep the fryer away from moisture to
avoid burns from steam and spattering
oil.
Keep pot holders and food wrappers
three feet away from the stove or other
hot surfaces. Kids should stay three feet

away, too. Make sure the handles of
pots and pans are facing inward. Avoid
loose clothes, especially those with long
sleeves, while cooking. And make sure
all candles and smoking materials are
put out after use.

Christmas
On November 23, Fire and Life Safety
Inspectors will visit all of the Christmas
tree stands located within the City to be
sure all applicable rules are being followed. The Fire and Life Safety Division has again supplied Christmas tree
tags to be distributed to everyone purchasing a Christmas tree in the City of
Boca Raton. The National Institute of
Standards and Technology, at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, has conducted tests on dry Scotch Pine Christmas trees and the results are staggering.
In five seconds, the Christmas tree was
completely engulfed in fire. In fortyfive seconds, the entire room was blackened down to the floor with smoke.
The videos can be viewed at http://
www.fire.nist.gov/tree_fire.htm.
The
tags distributed provide the consumer
with vital information to keep them free
from fire and related accidents during
the holiday season.
The following information is supplied
on the tags:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Water the tree daily and check for
excessive dryness frequently.
Use only safe decorations. DON’T
use candles or open flames around
any Christmas decorations.
Use only Underwriter’s Laboratory
listed electrical decorations.
DON’T place extension cords under rugs, carpets or decorations.
Supervise small children closely
around trees and decorations.
Keep the tree in the coolest section
of the house. This will retard drying.
Always disconnect all decorations
when leaving the house and before
retiring for the evening.
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8.

Keep trees away from open windows. A gust of wind may upset a
tree and could cause a fire.
9. Remove the tree and all Christmas
wrappings promptly after the Holidays.
10. IN THE EVENT OF FIRE,
EVACUATE YOUR HOME IMMEDIATELY AND THEN CALL
FIRE RESCUE SERVICES (911).
The Fire and Life Safety Division is
encouraging everyone to pursue safety
in every action during the holiday season. HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM OUR
FAMILY TO YOURS.

January 2013. Next, vacation picks will
be conducted and completed by midDecember. Following the personnel
moves and vacation picks, the station
bidding process will be conducted sometime in January. In addition, labor and
management are working together to
update the TAPIRS and step-up requirements for promotional exams.
The Operations Division would like to
wish everyone a happy and joyous Holiday Season, along with a healthy and
prosperous New Year!
Until next time, be safe.

Logistics and
Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora
Assistant Chief
Operations

Greetings from the Logistics and Support Division!

By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief

Boca Raton Fire Rescue did an outstanding job in providing services for
the Presidential Debate that was conducted at Lynn University on October
22, 2012. This was the largest single
deployment of personnel and resources
in the history of the department. We
had over 65 people overtime, every
emergency response unit in our fleet
(except the Training Engine), almost the
entire Fire & Life Safety staff, as well as
Logistics and Support personnel in service for this event. Let me provide a
brief description of the activities that
were performed for those of you that
were not on duty on that day or at the
Operational Briefing.

The promotional examinations for EMS
Captain, Captain, and Senior Fire Inspector have been completed; the lists
have been posted and, by the time you
read this, are in effect. The Department
appreciates the time and commitment
that is necessary when competing in the
promotional process and would like to
thank and congratulate all the personnel
who recently participated.
As the New Year approaches, there are
several additional projects that the Operations Division has, and will be,
working on. The first will be the balancing of each shift’s personnel with all
the different step-up classifications. All
the moves will be completed by mid-

Pre-event activities included Fire & Life
Safety Inspections of the Lynn University Campus and the Wold Theatre (the
debate building), a Hazardous Materials
“sweep” (monitoring) with the Secret

Service that began at 2300 hours, and
inspection and pre-planning of the Embassy Suites prior to the arrival of the
President of the United States. Activities for the day of the event included
manning the Unified Command post at
0730 hours, an Operational Briefing
with personnel at 0800 hrs, deployment
of personnel to their assigned duties at
1000 hours, and sending a Medic Unit
to Palm Beach International Airport to
join the Presidential motorcade. Our
department’s involvement continued
throughout the night and into a good
portion of Tuesday. Demobilization of
all assets and personnel went smoothly,
thanks to a great team effort.
We had the privilege of working with
the FDLE, Boca Raton Police Department, PBSO, Florida Highway Patrol,
Lynn University, FBI, various branches
of the US military, Secret Service,
White House staff, Delray Beach Fire
Rescue, and Miami-Dade Fire Rescue.
Our professionalism did not go unnoticed. I received communications from
the FBI, Secret Service, and White
House staff, praising our efforts and
highest standard of service. Congratulations for a job well done!!! Although
I am thankful to all of you in making
this a successful endeavor, I wish to
thank the following individuals for their
contributions; Vanessa Hines, Assistant
Chief Travieso, Deputy Chief Joseph,
Battalion Chief Angier, Chief Wood,
and Tom Sova. Additionally, I wish to
thank Assistant Chief David Woodside
for working together with me since
January 2012 in planning implementation of the Operational Plan.
Other outstanding Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:
I am in the process of ordering the following new apparatus; 1-Medic Unit, 1Engine, and 1-Brush Truck for this fiscal year.
Facilities:
The Plymovent systems retro-fit/
upgrade with the new magnetic attachment is scheduled to go for Council
approval on November 14, 2012 and
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scheduled for completion by February
2013.
The overhead bay doors are in the process
of being painted red, thanks to the efforts
of Firefighter Jesus Barrera.
Equipment: The new uniform bid has
been posted and should be awarded by
December 2012. The new changes should
eliminate future delays in the delivery of
uniforms.
Please let me know if you have any suggestions for improvements to our equipment, stations, or uniforms and stop in my
office anytime that you are at Fire Administration.
Wishing all of you a Happy Thanksgiving, Holiday Season, and a Happy 2013!

medications is also not allowed by State
law. Another issue is that State law requires certain medications to be carried
on all Advance Life Support units. All
EMS agencies must file for a variance if
one of the medications is not available.
So what’s the cause of the shortages?
Your guess is as good as mine, but the
suggested reasons range from companies going out of business and reduced
profit margins to increased quality control regulations; and when a company
has to shut down a production line, they
cannot just transfer the production to
another assembly line. Whatever the
reason, EMS agencies, hospitals, pharmacies, and every business that uses
medications are affected, but the patient
is ultimately endangered. What we may
do is to let our lawmakers know that this
is not acceptable.

Until then - Stay Safe and Professional!

EMS
By:
Michael O’Neil
Division Chief

State of Florida EMS Meeting
The State of Florida Department of Health
EMS Division held their quarterly meeting this past October in Deerfield Beach.
The two main topics of this meeting were
the nationwide medication shortages and
Free-Standing Emergency Rooms.
Medication Shortages:
The shortages mainly affect injectable and
cancer treatment medications. These
shortages are expected to continue for the
next five years. EMS agencies have expressed concern over this and are looking
for alternative plans such as extending the
life of medications, which is not allowed
by State law and is a felony if an expired
medication is used. The use of Compounding Pharmacies to prepare needed

the stand-alone emergency room
needed to be admitted. The patient/s
needed to be transferred to another hospital. The stand-alone emergency room
in this case is owned by a hospital corporation that also has a full-size hospital. However, the hospital the patient
was transferred to is located quite a
distance from the stand-alone emergency room and this generated complaints, possibly from family members,
due to the distance they must travel to
visit the patient. In this case, there were
several full-size hospitals that were
bypassed to reach the final hospital
where the patient was transported.
For any of our readers, you have the
legal right to specify what hospital you
are transferred to, if you use one of the
stand-alone emergency rooms.
REMEMBER OUR VETERANS

Another major issue is when medications become available, the EMS agencies may receive the medication in a
different packaging and strength than
what we are accustomed to receiving.
This has the potential to increase medication-related errors. One measure we
have implemented is to mark the medication containers and our checklists
when we receive a medication that is
packaged differently. So far, we have
not been completely out of a medication
but other EMS agencies have experienced shortages.
Stand-Alone Emergency Rooms:
Several years ago, the State of Florida
approved the use of these facilities. A
stand-alone emergency room is licensed
just like an emergency room at one of
your local hospitals but if you need to be
admitted, you must be transferred to
another hospital. The intent, as I understand it, was to provide access to care,
especially in rural areas that do not have
a local hospital. There is one stand-alone
ER, located in Palm Beach Gardens, that
has caused some concern and another
one is opening at Woolbright & Jog
Road.
The issue in the Palm Beach Gardens
area is some patients that were taken to

November 11, 2012

Communications

By:
Pat Kelly
Division Chief
Hello once again,
Nationally, there is a very high turnover
rate amongst 911 Dispatchers. Besides
the high stress of the position, this is
due in part to the lack of pre-

Page 6

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

employment training opportunities. An
individual seeking to become a 911 Dispatcher was unable to attend a class, or
experience the job, to determine if it was
a good fit for their individual personality. Thanks to a new program at Palm
Beach State College, this has changed.

(Boca Raton Dispatch Supervisor and
Instructor), Kristen Kline (Boca Raton
Trainee Dispatcher and Graduate), Tom
Margetta (Boca Raton 911 Dispatch
Manager and Instructor), Captain Josh
Mindick (Boca Raton Police Services
Department).

In September 2012, the college graduated the inaugural class from their new
“Dispatch Academy” program. The
graduation ceremony (see picture below)
was held at the Duncan Theatre on the
Lake Worth campus of Palm Beach State
College. During this semester-long class,
students complete the State-mandated
curriculum and spend time in 911 dispatch centers to get a feel for the job.
Upon successful completion of the class,
students must then pass a State exam to
become a certified 911 Public Safety
Telecommunicator. As of October 1,
2012, any individual working as a dispatcher in a 911 center must be State
certified. We are proud to say that several of our experienced dispatchers are
instructors in this new program. Having
individuals in our organization who become subject matter experts through the
teaching process can only benefit the
organization. Trainee dispatcher Ashley
Carlozzi (not pictured) completed an
online version of the class. Please join
me in also congratulating Trainees
Amanda Basalyga and Kristen Kline
who graduated this inaugural class:

Till next time, from everyone in the 911
Communications Center, be safe.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!


Bethani & Eric Hanks: Baby boy
Cooper Jacxson, born March 13,
2012



Maribel & Mario Eaton: Baby boy
Myles Elan, born October 15, 2012

Special
Operations

By:
Norm Engel
Division Chief

From Left to Right: Assistant Chief Raul
Travieso (Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services), CTO Scott Newman (Boca Raton
911 Dispatcher and Instructor), Amanda
Basalyga (Boca Raton Trainee Dispatcher and Graduate), Lynn Fearnley

Without being redundant, I’d like to acknowledge the teamwork and dedication
of our Haz-Mat personnel prior to and
during the “Great Debate.” Engine 6 and
HM6 from “B” Platoon were on stand-by
with the FBI’s HM Team and the Army’s
44th Civil Support Team (CST) out of
Jacksonville, and it was a true interagency experience. The potential for any-

thing to happen was there and with the
vast amount of experience and equipment we had ready to go, I felt confident we were “dressed for the party.”
Scott Johnston and his crew were back
and forth from the site every time a
motorcade was entering the property,
all geared up with a charged hose line
ready to go.
I’d also like to acknowledge and thank
Tom Carroll, Rob Rubino, David Dipierro, and Manny Nuno. These individuals took the full week of Radiological/
Nuclear Detection Training back in
June, and we were tasked by the Secret
Service to perform the “sweeps” of the
property prior to and during the event.
The State Bureau of Radiation Control
(BRC) came down the day before with
brand new detection equipment and
three of their personnel. On early Sunday evening, we trained with their
equipment and later on that night, participated in the sweeping of the property, along with EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) and canine teams
brought in from various agencies including the US military. Along with
two of the personnel from BRC and the
Rad/Nuc Coordinator for PBC, our personnel worked till 0330 the next morning “clearing” the property. The day of
the debate, the same personnel performed the “sweeps” of every vehicle
and pedestrian that entered the property
and credentialing property until the
event was terminated. They worked
with minimal breaks and were literally
at their posts working with the Secret
Service from 1300 till at least 2330 that
evening.
Great job to everyone involved!!
On a personal note, I just returned from
the Center for Domestic Preparedness
(CDP) in Anniston, Alabama. This
FEMA-run facility provides training to
first responders on many levels but its
sole purpose is to prepare emergency
response providers, managers and other
government officials from state, local
and tribal governments.
I completed the Technical Emergency
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Response Training (TERT) for CBRNE
Incidents. At the Chemical, Ordnance,
Biological, and Radiological Training
Facility (COBRATF), the CDP offers
the only program in the nation featuring
training and exercises in a toxic chemical
agent environment. The advanced handson training enables responders to effectively respond to real world incidents
involving chemical, biological, explosive, radiological, or other hazardous
materials. This was some of the best
training I’ve ever attended and it’s NOT
for Haz-Mat Techs only. Anyone can,
and should, attend this training if you
consider yourself a “first responder,”
which we obviously are. This training is
free and FEMA provides everything
from your air travel to lodging and
meals. Did I mention it was FREE?

and Jason have enlarged and updated the
maps of the mall and will distribute them
during the training. The Town Center
Mall General Response Plan is also being
revised and will be reviewed during the
training.
Richard Stilp and Armando Bevelacqua
will be outside speakers brought in to
conduct a 40-hour toxicology medic program during the last week of November.
Interest is high for this program and we
still have eight spots available. Personnel who wish to attend the class must
email me as soon as possible, as the
course will be opened to outside agencies
next week. Florida State Fire College has
approved CEUs for this course.

BIRTHDAYS

November
11/15 Valentino Polistena
11/23 Warren Cann
11/24 Arnaldo Rodriguez
Night training will be conducted during 11/25 Loyd Putnam
the first two weeks of December. Battal- 11/25 Ben Frederick
If you are interested in attending any of ion Chief Lea will be the lead instructor 11/26 David Eddinger
their courses, you can find them online and will coordinate other Live Fire Train11/26 Scott Hauss
@ http://cdp.dhs.gov. I can assist you ing Instructors to hold the class.
11/27 Paula Ursini-Gardner
with the paperwork or any additional
questions you may have but urge you to As the Department requires additional 11/27 Alejandro Callegari
look into it.
Live Fire Training Instructors (LFTI), the 11/29 George Fox
Training Section is currently compiling a 11/30 Bryan Walton

Training
By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief

“Top of the morning” from the Training
Section!
The Training Section welcomes Captain
Jason Owens to the Administrative Services Division. He is eager and motivated to learn and has adapted well to his
new job responsibilities. Please take
time to wish him well in his promotion
to Captain and his new position with the
Training Section.
The primary training event during the
month of November focuses on Town
Center Mall Orientations. Joe Brooks

list of certified state instructors on the
Department who want to enroll in the
LFTI program. If you are an instructor
and wish to participate in our expanded
LFTI program, please email Jason Owens
as soon as possible.

December
12/01 Patrick Murray
12/01 Michael Davanzo
12/02 John Gibson
And finally, I wish each of our new pro- 12/04 Jesus Barrera
bationary firefighters, who will be taking 12/06 Tomas Martin
their first three-month test in November, 12/07 Scott Stinecipher
the best of luck. We have had very posi- 12/07 William Pazanski
tive reports of your group as a whole, and 12/08 Ed Guinn
I am confident that you will all pass with
12/11 Scott Clark
flying colors.
12/14 Kimberly Bunting
12/15 Bruce Angier
12/20 Jordan Flaschner
12/24 Joanne Barnes
12/25 Brian Ward
12/25 Robert Parks
12/28 Michael Altamuro
12/29 John McClain
12/29 Octavio Quinones
12/30 J. Todd Withrow
12/31 Aaron Fix
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STAY
A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside. “Your son is here,”
she said to the old man. She had to repeat the words several times before the
patient’s eyes opened. Heavily sedated
because of the pain of his heart attack,
he dimly saw the young, uniformed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent.
He reached out his hand. The Marine
wrapped his toughened fingers around
the old man’s limp ones, squeezing a
message of love and encouragement.

SERVICE YEARS
November
Joseph Hauck
Patrick Kelly
Tom Carroll
Michael Francis
Brian Ward
Michael Young
Vanessa Hines
Mario Eaton
Dave Rosenthal
Carlos Vidaurreta

31
25
22
15
15
14
12
8
6
5

December
Daryl Scott
Scott Stinecipher
Brett Lea
Joe Majhess
Harry “Ray” Lintner
Matthew Welhaf
Andrea Entus
Jordan Flaschner
Brian Shapins
Craig Ashley
Christopher Burden
Robert Cervi
Mark Dell
John Elliott
Joseph Ildefonso
Chad Kozloski
Patrick Lao
Brian Marlen
Curt Berryman

31
31
29
21
15
11
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
7

The nurse brought a chair so the Marine
could sit beside the bed. All through the
night, the young Marine sat there in the
poorly-lighted ward, holding the old
man’s hand and offering him words of
love and strength. Occasionally, the
nurse suggested that the Marine move
away and rest a while. He refused.
Whenever the nurse came into the ward,
the Marine was oblivious of her and of
the night noises of the hospital—the
clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the
other patients.
Now and then, she heard him say a few
gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only held tightly to his son all
through the night.
Along towards dawn, the old man died.
The Marine released the now lifeless
hand he had been holding and went to
tell the nurse. While she did what she
had to do, he waited.
Finally, she returned. She started to
offer words of sympathy, but the Marine
interrupted her.
“Who was that man?” he asked.
The nurse was startled. “He was your
father,” she answered.
“No, he wasn’t,” the Marine replied. “I
never saw him before in my life.”
“Then why didn’t you say something
when I took you to him?”

“I knew right away there had been a
mistake, but I also knew he needed his
son, and his son just wasn’t here.
When I realized that he was too sick to
tell whether or not I was his son, knowing how much he needed me, I stayed.”
“I came here tonight to find a Mr. William Grey. His son was killed in Iraq
today, and I was sent to inform him.
What was this gentleman’s name?”
The nurse, with tears in her eyes, answered, “Mr. William Grey…..”
The next time someone needs you...just
be there. Stay.
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