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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Retirements & Promotions
Fire Inspector Scott Stinecipher
retired on June 21, 2013, with 32
years of service. A small ceremony
was held in the Fire Rescue main
conference room and he was presented with a gift. We all wish Scott
well.
Assistant Fire Chief Raul Travieso
will be retiring on Friday, August 2,
2013, with 39 years of service. We
will have a “Last Roll Call Ceremony” in the 6500 Building Auditorium at 11:00AM on August 2, 2013.
Raul is buying lunch, so we need a
“head count.” Please call or email
Vanessa Hines with your RSVP for
lunch at 561-982-4019 or vhines@ci.boca-raton.fl.us

That is Firefighter Travieso
standing on the wing in 1975.
The following eight promotions were
all effective on June 24th and recognized with a ceremony on June 28th:
Assistant Chief Mike LaSalle, Division Chief of EMS John Treanor,
EMS Captain Jason Stout, Captain

Neil Duffy, Captain Chris King,
Lieutenant Nick Massimino, Firefighter/Driver Lance Parks and Firefighter/Driver Alex Callegari. Congratulations to all eight!
College Degrees
Battalion Chief Bruce Angier and
Captain John Luca both earned
their Master of Science degrees in
Emergency Management at Lynn
University in May. EMS Captain
John Treanor was awarded his
Bachelor of Science degree in Public
Safety Management from Palm
Beach State College. And Firefighter Jonathan Santana completed his Associates degree in
Emergency Medical Services from
Palm Beach State College in December 2012. Congratulations to all
four!
Large Donation

The Women’s Club of Boca Teeca
has been a strong supporter of the
Fire Rescue Department for as long
as many people around here can
remember. Well, they decided to
disband the organization and donate
their treasury to the Fire Rescue Department. A check in the amount of
$3,000 was presented to Chief
Wood by Marcia Shiff, Ruby Galang,
and Charlene Smith on Friday, June
28, 2013. We certainly thank them
for their generosity and all the years
of support. The donation comes
with one stipulation…it needs to be

spent on items for the crews at Fire
Station 4.
Innovation Award
William Zimmerman
On April 25, 2013, Firefighter William Zimmerman noticed an issue
administering Etomidate, as we no
longer carry the pre-filled syringes.
The typical dose exceeds the 10cc
syringes we normally carry; it was
suggested that we also carry 30cc
syringes, so the medication is only
drawn up once. The suggestion
was approved on April 29, 2013,
and Memorandum 2013-037 was
issued by Captain Craig Ashley.
This change will ultimately shave off
some time during intubations,
thereby improving patient care.
Firefighter William Zimmerman was
recognized with the Boca Raton
Fire Rescue Services – Innovation
Award. The award is an acrylic paperweight etched with the Department logo and the US Marine Corp
motto: “Improvise, Adapt, Overcome.” Congratulations!
Innovation Award – David Weyer
Assistant Chief Raul Travieso recommended Firefighter David Weyer
for the Department Innovation
Award. David was responsible for
planning and designing the interior
modifications to our remodeled 22foot Bike Medic Team Trailer. David
“went the extra mile” and initiated
improvements to the trailer to allow
for the storage of our six specialized
bicycles, extra equipment, and numerous supplies. He also designed
the workstation, which was installed
to maintain and repair the bikes.
The new, self-contained trailer is the
envy of Bike Medic Teams in the
State of Florida. The Bike Medic
Team Trailer was completely refurbished in April 2013 by Pride Enterprises at a significant cost savings to
the City. David is deserving of rec-

Page 2

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

ognition and appreciation for this
work. The Innovation Award is an
acrylic paperweight etched with the
Department logo and the US Marine
Corp motto: “Improvise, Adapt,
Overcome.” Congratulations!
Excellence Awards
Ocean Lifeguards:
Lieutenant Jason Kirkwood,
Lieutenant Steve Griffith,
Logan Falley, Sean Turner and
Matthew Donaldson
Fire Rescue Captain Ron Hartley
relayed the following information: I
wish to acknowledge the great work
by the City Ocean Lifeguards on
June 18th. We had a serious call
on the beach, and the assistance
and teamwork provided by the
Ocean Rescue staff made this difficult situation run smoothly.
Upon our arrival, Lt. Kirkwood met
us with the cart and helped get our
gear to the scene of the call. When
the crew from Engine 3 arrived on
scene, the lifeguards had determined the patient was in cardiac
arrest and had initiated CPR and
were doing a great job providing
chest compressions and ventilating
with a bag-valve mask. They had
hooked up the AED and done all
that they could to try to revive the
patient. We evaluated the patient
and determined he was in PEA, so
chest compressions were resumed
and we rapidly packaged the patient
for transport. The lifeguards were
instrumental in getting this patient
up the beach to the stretcher awaiting us at the ramp. Lt. Kirkwood
performed chest compressions all
the way to the truck and then
switched out with Lt. Griffith, who
rode with our crew to the hospital
and assisted en route.
Again, this was a difficult call that
required a genuine and concerted
team effort. You should be proud of
Lts. Griffith and Kirkwood, and Lifeguards
Falley,
Turner
and
Donaldson. For all your efforts, you
are hereby awarded our Depart-

ment Excellence Award, which is
inscribed with the Vince Lombardi
quote: “The quality of a person's life
is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of
their chosen field of endeavor.” The
award ceremony was held on June
28th. Congratulations to all five!
Citizen Courage Award
David Goodman

We are thankful for your actions.
You are hereby awarded our
“Citizen Courage Award,” which is
inscribed with the following C.S.
Lewis quote: “Courage is not simply
one of the virtues, but the form of
every virtue at the testing point.”
The ceremony was held on June
28th. Congratulations!
Until next time…be safe.

Operations
Division Chief Norm Engel relayed
the following information: I’d like to
take this opportunity to commend
David Goodman, one of our former
and original Fire Explorers. David
was out with his parents on Sunday
evening, June 16th, for Father’s Day,
eating at Morton’s Steak House
when someone screamed frantically,
asking if there was a doctor in the
restaurant. When David and his parents looked over in the direction of
the commotion, they noticed a fouryear-old child, who appeared cyanotic and wasn’t breathing. The staff
and managers were standing there
in shock and there was no one intervening at that point. David quickly
went into action, assessed the child
and proceeded to perform abdominal thrusts (Heimlich) until the child
began to cough and breathe on his
own. David then had the staff call
911 to respond to the restaurant to
further evaluate the child. Upon arrival of our units (Alarm # 2013-7461)
David calmly carried the child out to
our personnel, briefed them on the
incident and the child was transported to West Boca Medical Center,
as a precaution. His quick thinking,
experience, and level of training
surely made the difference in the
outcome of this call and he should
be recognized for his actions. Ultimately, David gave the best gift a
father can receive on Father’s Day
by saving this child.

By:
Glenn Joseph
Deputy Chief

The Center for Disease Control
(CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia reports
that every year 658 Americans die
from extreme heat – that’s more
than tornadoes, hurricanes, floods
and lightning combined. Extreme
heat can lead to high body temperatures that can lead to brain, organ
damage, and death when people
are unable to cool themselves.
Those facing the greatest risk include the elderly, children, the poor
and persons who work or exercise
outdoors. Some medications, such
as antihistamines, diuretics, stimulants (such as energy drinks), and
beta blockers, can put individuals at
higher risk of death from heatrelated illnesses.
Summer temperatures with high humidity can increase the hazard dramatically. Humidity impairs evaporation, the body’s most effective
cooling mechanism; therefore, Heat
Index is used to estimate that potential risk. This index is calculated
using both the ambient temperature
and the relative humidity to give the
most accurate risk of heat illness,
based on the conditions. The Heat
Index calculation assumes work is
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being done in the shade with a
breeze of about 6.7 MPH.
Some rough guidelines assess
potential risk:
Extreme caution when the Heat Index is over 90 degrees
Danger when the Heat Index is over
105 degrees
Extreme danger when the Heat
Index is above 125 degrees
Firefighters should add 10 degrees
to the Heat Index if bunker gear is
being worn and add 15 degrees if
work is being done in direct sunlight.
When operating in the summer, supervisors should have their firefighters take frequent breaks to hydrate
and cool off. The Kore Kooler
Chairs can reduce core temperatures in about 10 minutes – alternatively, the firefighter can submerge
both hands and forearms in a
bucket of cool water (approximately
68◦ F) for 10 minutes to get the
same benefits. Core cooling, together with hydration, can significantly reduce the risk of heatrelated illness or death.
Emergency responders should be
on the lookout for people in the
community that are at risk of heatrelated illnesses. Those at immediate risk should be evaluated and
treated as needed. Advise the Division Chief of EMS about people that
may be at risk, so that intervention
can be initiated through social service agencies.
As always, Be Safe, Be Competent,
Be Professional.

Logistics &
Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora

Assistant Chief
BIRTHDAYS
July 2012
Matthew Tupper
07/05
Ed Thompson
07/06
Robert Cervi
07/07
Brian J. Marlen
07/08
Jason Stout
07/08
Anthony Jerina
07/09
Ellen Beckman
07/10
Jamie Smith
07/10
Patrick Bayne
07/10
Christopher King
07/14
Christopher Owen
07/18
Robert Nelligan
07/19
Donnie Craig
07/20
Randy Bautista
07/22
Adam Elliott
07/27
Jason Sekula
07/29
Ray Lintner
07/31
Steven Wright
07/31
August 2012
Chris Innerst
08/01
Joseph Johnson
08/02
Matthew Smith
08/05
Jonathan Santana
08/07
Andres Veas
08/09
Michelle Murphy
08/10
Shane Leon
08/10
Gary Keidel
08/12
John Elliott
08/15
Shea Miller
08/16
Kevin Sullivan
08/18
Ron Hartley
08/19
Glenn Joseph
08/19
Anthony Davis
08/20
Manuel Nuno
08/20
Michael La Salle
08/23
Michael Sember
08/23
John "Jack" Culligan
08/26
Matthew Grunke
08/26
Nicholas Massimino
08/29
Richard Rafalski
08/31
September 2012
Scott Sieben
09/01
Ryan Kelly
09/04
Vanessa Hines
09/05
Mike Lucas
09/08

Hello from the Logistics and Support
Division!
The Plymovent upgrade has been
completed with the installation of the
mobile transmitters. This should
result in a safer environment for all
our personnel. Thank you for your
patience while we waited for the
final parts to be installed. Last
newsletter, I mentioned the remediation efforts that were taking place
for the two modular buildings
(trailers) at Fire Support. Unfortunately, the results from the remediation efforts are that the buildings
appear to be beyond reasonable
repair costs. The loss of use of
these buildings has placed a strain
on training activities.
We have submitted a replacement
project in the Capital Improvement
Budget for the 2013-14 Fiscal Year.
If approved, we should have the
replacement building up and running by December 2013.
The Request For Proposal (RFP) for
the new Brush Truck has been issued and 15 vendors have viewed
our specifications. We will have the
first look at the submitted proposals
on July 11th. We are excited to see
what configuration will be proposed
by the various manufacturers. If all
goes well, we should be able to submit our recommendation for purchasing to the City by August 2013.
It will probably take an additional 6
to 9 months from selecting the design that will work best for our application to be delivered.
Congratulations to all of our personnel who were recently promoted. It
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is always great to celebrate the accomplishments of our personnel.
Finally, please join me in wishing
Assistant Fire Chief Raul Travieso a
long, healthy, and well-deserved
retirement after serving over 39
years of dedicated service with
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services.
Other outstanding
Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:
Our new staff car has arrived and
should be in service this month.
Facilities:
Roof repairs have been made from
the previous month’s rainstorms at
the various Fire Stations and Support Building.
Equipment:
Our new nozzle maintenance program will be initiated by Fire Support Staff in the next few weeks.
Please let me know if you have any
suggestions for improvements to
our equipment, stations, or uniforms; and stop in my office anytime
that you are at Fire Administration.
Wishing all of you the very best always!!!
- Until then Stay Safe and Professional!
Clerical Corner

By Susan Sova

Accruals (Payroll)
Just a reminder from your timekeeper, Marie Marini: Accruals “kick
in” on the last day of every
month. If it’s not in your paycheck,
it doesn’t mean it’s not available. On the other hand, if you’re
close to the maximum on accrued
annual hours, you could lose time if
you miscalculate. If you’re getting
close to the limit, you can always
call Marie for an update (x4023).

Structure Fire Activity

two incidents. Keep up the great
work, protecting our community and
staying safe!

Fire &
Life Safety
By: Michael A. Gergora
Assistant Chief
Office Building Blaze
Quickly Extinguished
Boca Raton Fire Rescue responded
to a fire alarm just before 12:30 PM
on Sunday, May 26, 2013, at the
Bank of America commercial office
building at 150 E. Palmetto Park
Road. Upon arrival, firefighters reported heavy smoke in the lobby and
discovered a blaze in one of the
rooms on the first floor. Additional,
Fire Rescue crews were dispatched
as firefighters quickly extinguished
the fire contained in the room of origin. A total of 11 fire units remained
on scene for over four hours to remove smoke and other toxic vapors
from the high-rise building.
Townhouse Fire!
On June 13, 2013, at approximately
8:45 AM Boca Raton Firefighters
responded to a townhouse fire located at 7200 NW 2 Avenue, Unit
#84. A neighbor called 911 and
stated that dark smoke was coming
from inside Unit #84. Boca Raton
Fire Rescue Services personnel
found, upon their arrival, flames and
smoke coming from the kitchen area
of the home. The occupant mentioned that he may have left a briefcase on the stovetop when he ran
out for coffee. Thanks to the quick
actions of Boca Raton Firefighters,
the fire was confined to the kitchen
but smoke damage was throughout
the first floor of the home.
Once again, there were no injuries
or fatalities associated with these

By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief
Palmetto Park Place
Demolition has begun on the site of
the future home of “Palmetto Park,”
located at 111 SE 1st Avenue. Palmetto Place, when completed, will
be a 12-story, mixed-use building,
comprised of approximately 24,000
square feet of retail space and
260,000 square feet of residential
space. The residential side will consist of 208 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom
units. When completed, this will be
a fully-sprinklered and alarmed
building. Amenities, such as a multi
-level parking garage, pool and fitness center, are included in the design.
Preparation for utilities, as well as
footers for the foundation, is being
constructed at this time. Only a
handful of workers are on site during the day. The construction trailer
is located on the west side of the
road, across from the job site. The
access gate is located on the SE 1st
Avenue side of the property and we
are working to have a 2396 lock
installed on the gate for FD access.
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Broadstone
Broadstone North Boca Village at
7801 N Federal Highway, which
began construction in 2011, is nearing completion. All buildings have
been constructed and should have
their final inspections by the fire department in the upcoming months.
This 17-acre complex has a total of
384 units built as a combination of
19 buildings. A NFPA 13D fire
sprinkler system is installed in 13 of
the 19 buildings. The two five-story
buildings additionally have a standpipe system installed. Fire alarm
rooms have been designed for each
building, as required by Chapter 7.
The Dixie Highway gate has arrived
on site and will be installed within
the next week. This gate can be
controlled by a Knox key, and Station 4 crews should continue to
make regular visits to the site.
Camden
The land for Camden Apartments,
located Between SE 1st and SE
2nd Streets on S Dixie Highway at
approximately 131 S Federal Highway, has been cleared and rebar
has been placed to pour footers.
Only a handful of workers are currently on site during this phase of
the construction.

When completed, Camden will be
eight stories with 261 apartment
units for rent, the highest floor being
70 feet. The building will have a
parking garage wrapped by apartments on three sides. The first floor
and sixth floor contains the amenities for the building, which include a
fitness area, patio area with
lounges, and a cybercafé. The pool

will be located in the center courtyard. The design contains seven
stairwells, with two providing access
to the roof.

made with each you of will remain
with me for the rest of my life. I will
miss working for the City and, especially, the Fire Rescue Department.

Administrative
Services
By:
Raul Travieso
Assistant Chief
I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate Michael LaSalle on his promotion to Assistant Fire Chief.
Assistant Chief LaSalle will be taking
over the helm of the Administrative
Division. The division will continue
to oversee the Communications section, the Training section, the hiring
and promotional process, and emergency management for the Department. In addition, Chief LaSalle will
maintain the Department’s guiding
documents, as well as applying for
Federal grants.
I am confident that Mike will be an
outstanding leader in his new position and he will bring a “new look”
into the Administrative Division.
Please join me in extending congratulations and good luck to Assistant Chief LaSalle.
Of course, I will be retiring from my
position at Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services Department on August 2,
2013. I am appreciative of all the
professional development opportunities that were provided to me
throughout my 39-year career. My
time with Fire Rescue has been fulfilling, and I am grateful to all of the
employees who have made my tenure here so rewarding.
It’s a bitter-sweet time in my life as I
look forward to enjoying my retirement; the lasting relationships I have

Operations
By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief

Summer is upon us; it has been
awfully warm over the past several
weeks. The weather doesn’t show
any signs of cooling off any time
soon. Make sure that you are hydrated and stay hydrated throughout the day.
Hurricane season has already
started with the first storm, Andrea,
unfortunately bringing a lot of rain to
South Florida and the east coast of
the U.S., and the second named
storm, Barry, that headed toward
Mexico. Remember that preparation and awareness can prevent a
disaster after a hurricane. By knowing your vulnerability and what actions you should take, you can reduce the effects of a hurricane disaster.
The Firefighter Driver and Battalion/
Division Chiefs’ promotional examinations have been posted. All employees who are eligible to take the
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examinations are encouraged to
participate. The exams will not only
give you a better understanding of
the position but will also assist you
in any future promotional procedures. We wish the best of luck to
everyone that participates in the
promotional process.
Many changes have taken place
and will be taking place over the
next several months, with the upcoming retirement of several of our
personnel. Inspector Scott Stinecipher in June, Assistant Chief Travieso in August, Division Chief Mike
O’Neil in September. We wish that
they will have a long, happy, and
healthy retirement.

As a result of the retirements, we
have several promotions to announce. The Operations Division
would like to congratulate the following people on their promotions:
Mike LaSalle to Assistant Chief;
John Treanor to Division Chief of
EMS; Neil Duffy to Captain on Dplatoon; Chris King to Captain on Cplatoon; Lance Parks to FFD, assigned to C-platoon; and Alex Callegari to FFD, assigned to A-platoon;
and Nick Massimino to Lieutenant,
assigned to D-platoon. We wish all
the newly-promoted individuals the
best of luck in their new positions.
In addition to the promotions, the
Department is in the process of hiring personnel to fill all of the vacancies created by the retirements.
“A leader is best when people
barely know he exists, when his
work is done, his aim fulfilled, they
will say: we did it ourselves.”
- Lao Tzu
Until next time be safe…

EMS
By:
Michael O’Neil
Division Chief
EMS Challenge
Our Fire Department has organized
one of the best EMS Competitions in
the country for the past seven years.
This year, Jeff Lazzeri led the EMS
Challenge with quite a few helpers. I
received multiple comments from
outside agencies that competed and
each comment had the phrase “one
of the best they ever competed in.”
This year, there were two days with
four very intense scenarios for each
team to handle. The top three teams
were: Margate Fire Rescue, Miami
Dade Fire Rescue, and Broward
Sheriff’s Office Fire Rescue Division.
The amount of effort and teamwork
to present this competition is enormous and took the better part of a
year to organize. The various competitions that are held provide some
of the best training that the team
members can receive in preparation
for the competition. The organizers,
helpers, and judges also receive an
equal amount of training that traditional classes do not provide. Congratulations to Jeff Lazzeri and all
the helpers that assisted in the EMS
Challenge.
End Tidal CO2
Also known as Capnography, this is
a measurement of expired carbon
dioxide in the respiratory system. All
agencies in Florida use this technology during cardiac arrest patients
that are intubated to determine
proper placement of the endotracheal tube into the lungs and the
status of CPR. This coming August,
all of our personnel will receive an
expanded class in the uses of ETCO2. The ETCO2 is almost an in-

stant reading of the patient’s respiratory and perfusion status where
SAO2 (Pulse Oximetry) is often excessively delayed in providing the
paramedic the reading. We have
invited several emergency department directors to attend as well.
EMS Protocols
Our EMS Protocols are presently
undergoing revisions. Our new protocols should be ready this October
or November. One area will be the
revised use of ETCO2. John Treanor is heading the revision committee. All suggestions, revisions, and
research are being submitted online
and will be discussed during several
regular meetings with the revision
committee.
New EMS Division Chief
EMS Captain John Treanor has
been promoted to Division Chief,
effective Monday, June 24, 2013.
John will begin his transition over
the next three months in the EMS
Division.

Communications
By:
Pat Kelly
Division Chief
Hello once again,
First, I would like to congratulate all
the recently-promoted Fire Rescue
personnel. I am confident that the
knowledge, experience, and energy
they bring will benefit our organization and the community.
Some of these individuals will be
involved to some degree in upcoming communications-related projects. First, the City is looking at
replacing the outdated radio antenna located on the City golf
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course on the west side of the Florida Turnpike. Besides being obsolete from a structural perspective,
this antenna is “receive only” and
does not transmit any signals. The
replacement antenna should both
receive and transmit, which should
significantly improve communications reliability in the western
reaches of the City. We are also
starting the process of replacing the
outdated radio system on which the
entire City operates. Currently,
some radios can be repaired only if
parts are available. The new system
will meet all current security and
reliability requirements, maintain or
improve our local and statewide
interoperable capabilities, and carry
us well into the future. Finally, we
are investigating the alternatives for
relocating the 911 Communications
Center. This is a challenging project
but one which will significantly bolster the City’s disaster response
capability.

In closing, I would like to thank our
dispatch personnel for all they do.
Most field personnel do not grasp
what it takes to be a 911 Dispatcher. They are truly a breed
apart and deserve recognition.
Till next time, from everyone in the
911 Communications Center,
be safe.

Training
By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief

“Top of the morning”
from the Training Division!
Congratulations to Assistant Chief
Mike La Salle, Division Chief John
Treanor, EMS Captain Jason Stout,
Captain Neil Duffy, Captain Chris
King, Lieutenant Nick Massimino,
Firefighter / Drivers Lance Parks and
Alex Callegari on your recent promotions. Congratulations to the new
hires on passing probation.

assisted with the training and prep
work that was utilized to make the
training at 101 Pine Circle a great
learning experience: Phil Santa
Maria (IIC), Jason Owens (Co-Lead
Instructor), Neil Duffy, Ron Hartley,
Warren Cann, Jeff Rupp, Norm
Engel, Chris Neville, Joe Johnson,
Mike Lucas, Tom Carroll, Ed Guinn,
Ben Frederick, Pat Kelly (radios &
smoke machines) and Matt Welhaf
(permitting process).
Personnel
that were fortunate to attend the
training had the opportunity to practice mechanical ventilation, forcible
entry, search and rescue, roof ventilation, wall breaching, and Denver
Drill rescue technique.
For safety is not a gadget but a
state of mind. ~Eleanor Everet

During the next two months, the
mandatory medical training will be
conducted. The second group of
ITLS will be conducted during the
weeks of July 9-19, 2013. ACLS
will be conducted the weeks of July
23- August 2, 2013. Personnel taking summer vacations need to check
your schedules and notify your Battalion Chiefs if you are scheduled off
during those dates so that they can
schedule personnel for training accordingly. Make-ups will be scheduled after initial training is completed.
Site visits for all fire department shift
personnel at the water treatment
facility will be conducted on the following dates: July 2, 3, 5 & 8. The
EMS Division is bringing in an outside speaker to provide 4-section
training on ETCO2 the week of August 6-9, 2013. Mandatory Supervisor Training for all station officers
will be conducted by Human Resource personnel the week of August 13-16, 2013. Night training will
be revisited at the end of August.
The Training Division would like to
recognize all the individuals who

Special
Operations
By:
Norm Engel
Division Chief

First off, I want to commend and
thank everyone involved with the
acquired structure training we had
at 101 Pine Circle. This was a huge
undertaking with very little lead time
to prep and set up the multi- discipline scenarios and break-out sessions. Specifically, thanks to: Cap-
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tain Jason Owens for doing the leg
work to get the structure, lining up
the talent in order to make it successful, and all the logistical work
that went into it; and Captain Phil
Santa Maria as the lead instructor
and “Master of Ceremonies” for creating one of the best hands-on training evolutions we’ve ever had at
Boca Fire. The training was very
well-received by those who participated.

recently, the protestors that stormed
the lobby of the GEO Group a few
months ago. Thank you to all who
will be taking the training.
In closing, congratulations to all that
have been recently promoted; you
all deserve it and worked hard for it.
Have a safe and cool summer!!

It was the kind of training that was
needed for self confidence, lifesaving procedures, and acclimation
to the environment that we work in
down here in South Florida. All the
instructors that participated were
highly professional and helped
make it a success as well, and I
thank all of you for a job well done.

We will be hosting a Field Force
Extrication Training class on July 8th
-10th that will be taught by FEMA’s
Center for Domestic Preparedness
(CDP) personnel here at our training facility. The purpose of this class
is to instruct our personnel on how
to properly and safely extricate
“protestors” from some of the intricate devices they lock themselves
into and then refuse to release
themselves. Unfortunately, we had
more interest than spots available
but by the time the class is completed, we will have an adequate
amount of “Cut Team” personnel on
each shift in the event of a future
situation, as we had in the past; for
example, the Camino Bridge incident in January 2012 and, more

On this day in 1776, the Declaration
of Independence was approved by
the Continental Congress, setting the
13 colonies on the road to freedom as
a sovereign nation. Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
Roger Sherman and Robert R.
Livingston comprised the Committee
of Five that drafted the Declaration.
Jefferson, regarded as the strongest
and most eloquent writer, wrote most
of the document.
John Hancock, President of the Second Continental Congress, was the
first signer. This merchant by trade
did so in an entirely blank space,
making it the largest and most famous
signature - hence the term, “John
Hancock,” which is still used today as
a synonym for signature.

Service Years
July
Mike O’Neil
Sue Sova
Tony Armijo
Jeff Ross
Jamie Smith
Victoria Osborn
Marie Marini
Loyd Putnam
Dave DiPierro
James Haag
Nick Massimino
Pat Murray
Nate Nichols
Lance Parks

34
31
18
18
18
17
13
14
8
8
8
8
8
8

August
Randy Lowe
Jesus Rodriguez
Warren Hunt
Bob Rubino
Ed Guinn
Scott Cannarozzi
Irena Elmstrom
Rhett Martin
Shea Miller
Karl Richards
Andres Veas
Dave Weyer
Tom Wood

32
14
13
13
11
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

From 1776 until the present day, July
4th has been celebrated as the birth
of American independence.
As always, this most American of holidays
will be marked by parades, fireworks,
backyard barbecues, and family gatherings across the country.
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