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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Darold Hurlbert Passed Away
Darold Hurlbert was the fifth career
firefighter of Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services, hired on June 8, 1958. Darold
was also our oldest retiree at age 82.
He had been retired since 1988, for a
total of 24 years. He served many roles
during his 30-year career, most notably
as the Training Officer during the department’s explosive growth in the 70s
and 80s. He retired as a Commander
(same as Assistant Fire Chief). Darold
passed away on October 12, 2012. The
full obituary was published in the December 2, 2012, Palm Beach Post.
Plans for a memorial service are pending. We extend our sympathies to Barbara Hurlbert and the entire family.

Haynes “Andy” Anderson
Passed Away
Firefighter Haynes Anderson was
hired on June 16, 1976, and retired on
February 17, 1993 (16 years of service).
He passed away in Lima, Ohio on December 14, 2012, at 67 years old. Pri-

vate services were held for the family in
Ohio. Internment of his ashes at the
South Florida National Cemetery for
veterans in Lake Worth, Florida was
held on Monday, December 24, 2012.
The military service was attended by
several active and retired employees.
We extend our sympathies to the entire
Anderson family.

Resignations & Promotions
We wish Kim Bunting well with her
new career with the City of Deerfield
Beach. Kim resigned on December 14,
2012, after keeping our payroll paperwork correct for the past four years.
Congratulations to our newly-promoted
employees: Captain Mike McBrien
promoted on December 31, 2012; Lieutenant Shea Miller promoted on December 3, 2012; Fire Prevention Officer
Joey Ildefonso promoted on December
3, 2012; Firefighter/Driver John Gibson
promoted on November 29, 2012; and
Firefighter/Driver Jose Santana promoted on December 31, 2012. All of
these employees were honored on January 4, 2013, with a ceremony at the
6500 Building.
Donations
With encouragement from Jay Bell, the
Woodfield Country Club Homeowners
Association and the Woodfield Country
Club joined forces and donated carbon
monoxide detectors and hydrogen cyanide detectors for use on our response
apparatus. Each group donated equipment with a value of $1,500, for a grand
total of $3,000. Their support of the

Fire Rescue Services Department is
much appreciated.
ALS Competition Team
Our ALS Competition Team scored a
third-place win at Temple Terrace, Florida on November 7 & 8, 2012. The
team was comprised of Jeff Lazzeri,
Shea Miller, and James Haag. Jeff
Lazzeri and Shea Miller continued on
to Omaha, Nebraska on November 12,
2012, and teamed up with an Orange
Park, Florida, paramedic to take a second-place win. The competition in
Marathon, Florida has been postponed.
Watch for our team competing at Fire
Rescue East in Daytona Beach during
the third week of January.
Citizen Award
Fire Explorer Post 315
Chief Nicholas M. Galiardo
On November 5, 2012 (Alarm # 201213170), Nicholas M. Galiardo, Chief of
Fire Explorer Post 315, was on his way
home when he noticed a man laying in
the middle of Federal Highway. Nick,
being a certified Firefighter/EMT and
currently enrolled in paramedic
school, immediately went into action.
He was able to get a pair of latex gloves
from a police officer on scene and he
performed an initial assessment on the
patient and held c-spine. When Truck
1, Medic 1, EMS 1, and BAT 1 arrived
on scene, they recognized Nick and he
assisted them in placing the patient on
the backboard for transport, as well as
maintaining c-spine for the duration of
their time on scene. Because of Nick's
action, Medic 1 and Truck 1 had an
extra set of hands and could provide
quicker patient care and transport for
this “Trauma Alert” patient to Delray
ER.
We are thankful for his actions. On
January 4, 2013, Nick was awarded our
“Citizen Courage Award,” which is
inscribed with the following C.S. Lewis
quote: “Courage is not simply one of
the virtues, but the form of every virtue
at the testing point.” Congratulations!
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Excellence Award
Fire Chief David Fischler
David Fischler was the keynote speaker
at the Palm Beach County - Joint Association Officer Installation Luncheon
held on Friday, December 7, 2012, at
the 6500 Building Auditorium. Over
the course of four years, David led the
National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) technical committee members
to develop the new NFPA 1917 Standard for Automotive Ambulances,
which became effective on January 1,
2013. This 65-page document will enhance the safety and reliability of ambulances and make the transportation of
patients and those caring for them much
improved. David’s leadership has been
exemplary. On behalf of firefighter/
paramedics everywhere... “thank you.”
For his efforts, David was awarded our
Department Excellence Award, which
is inscribed with the Vince Lombardi
quote: “The quality of a person's life is
in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of their
chosen field of endeavor.” Congratulations!
Excellence Award
Firefighter Scott Hauss
As a member of the South Florida Regional Disaster Medical Assistance
Team (DMAT) FL 5, Firefighter Scott
Hauss was deployed to Long Beach,
New York for two weeks, following the
devastation of Hurricane Sandy. The
temporary DMAT hospital was set up
on a soccer field and over 1,000 patients were treated during his two-week
stay. We are proud of his participation,
representing Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services, and we appreciate his sacrifices while serving those in dire need of
medical assistance. For Scott’s efforts,
he is hereby awarded our Department
Excellence Award, which is inscribed
with the Vince Lombardi quote: “The
quality of a person's life is in direct
proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of their chosen field
of endeavor.” Congratulations!

each other. Chief Woodside believes
that strong relationships between peers
and colleagues enhance their collective
abilities and strengthen the commitment
to public safety and code compliance,
which is possible when all the moving
parts are synchronized and working
together.

Excellence Award
Assistant Fire Chief
David Woodside
Assistant Chief David Woodside was
selected as the 2012 Fire Marshal of
the Year for the State of Florida by
the Florida Fire Marshals and Inspectors
Association (FFMIA). He is a 23-year
veteran with the Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services Department and he continues to distinguish himself as an outstanding and valued Fire Marshal for
our department. Chief Woodside’s contributions have been above and beyond
the call of duty.
One of Chief Woodside’s greatest accomplishments has been the reorganization and expansion of the Fire
and Life Safety Division. Chief Woodside made the inspection of existing
occupancies a high priority. During this
initiative, several derelict and substandard buildings were identified that were
not only a source of nuisance alarms but
posed a clear and present danger to the
neighborhood and to the firefighters of
Boca Raton. In two cases, the building
owners were reluctant to spend the
funds necessary to make the vacant
buildings code compliant. After six
months of persistent effort by Chief
Woodside, the buildings were finally
demolished. This type of result can only
be accomplished by creating and fostering a strong relationship between the
Fire and Life Safety Division, the Building Division, and the Code Enforcement
Division of the City of Boca Raton.
That bond was built in part by scheduling monthly meetings between the fire
inspectors, plan review, code enforcement officers and building inspectors, to
share information and build the foundation of trust and cooperation amongst

The Insurance Service Organization
(ISO) evaluated the fire protection infrastructure in the City of Boca Raton in
2009 when it came to light that many of
our commercial occupancies were not
receiving full credit for their automatic
sprinkler systems.
Chief Woodside
coordinated the effort between ISO, Fire
and Life Safety, and the building owners, to achieve 100 percent compliance
with ISO requirements. This is another
example of Chief Woodside’s focused
commitment to public safety and the
safety of the emergency responder.
Chief Woodside is the President of the
Palm Beach County Fire Marshals Association, Regional Director of FFMIA
(Florida Fire Marshals and Inspectors
Association), and serves as the fire representative to the Palm Beach County
Fire Code Board of Appeals and Adjustments.
His commitment and the impact of his
actions extend well beyond the borders
of the City of Boca Raton. A prime example of that commitment was demonstrated by his personal intervention after
the humanitarian disaster that was the
2010 Haitian Earthquake. Chief Woodside was on the ground within 72 hours
of the event with a well-orchestrated
plan to deliver much-needed supplies
and support to the victims. He spent ten
days in the Dominican Republic as part
of a three-month mission to bring supplies into Haiti.
We are presenting Dave with his citation ribbon for achieving State Fire
Marshal of the Year; and for Dave’s
efforts, he is hereby awarded our Department Excellence Award, which is
inscribed with the Vince Lombardi
quote: “The quality of a person's life is
in direct proportion to their commitment
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to excellence, regardless of their chosen
field of endeavor.”
Congratulations!
Adminstrative
Services

Until next time…be safe.

By:
Raul Travieso
Assistant Chief

Operations

day. We have been approved by the
State Fire College for four hours of
CEUs for Instructor and four hours of
CEUs for Inspector
Please mark your calendars to attend on
March 7th or 8th, 2013. This is a lecture
you don’t want to miss.

By:
By:
Glenn Joseph
Deputy Chief

Happy New Year everyone! 2012 was
a very eventful year; we have had many
challenges and successes. I believe that
the challenges have made us a more
resilient team and the successes have
reinforced our commitment to excellence, in the department, the city and
the community as a whole.
One of the highlights of the past year
was the 2012 Presidential Debate that
was held at Lynn University. This
monumental event was managed by
Assistant Chief David Woodside and
Assistant Chief Michael Gergora.
When the whole world was watching
Boca Raton, these guys helped our department shine, and I appreciate the
effort.

Fire Expo 2013
We are extremely happy to announce
that FIRE EXPO 2013 will be held at
the campus of FAU for the third year on
Saturday, February 23, 2013 from 10001500 hours at Parking Lot #38. Please
mark your calendars, as we want to improve the event for the children and parents who attend. We are going to need
everyone’s help to make Fire Expo a
H U G E
S U C C E S S ! ! ! !
The word is out that this year’s expanded Fire Expo will include more
exciting “ACTION FILLED” exhibits
for children and adults to enjoy, coupled
with great “FUN-FILLED” activities for
the kids. We will feature exhibits from
all other city departments, including
Police Services, Recreation Services,
and Utility Services. You dare not miss
this year’s expanded Fire Expo!

Fire & Life
Safety

In the last year, Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services Department responded to over
16,000
incidents.
Approximately
10,800 of these incidents were requests
for emergency medical assistance;
losses from 219 fires totaled over 2.8
million dollars in 2012.
The statistics for November and December:
Nov
Dec
Total EMS Incidents 891
921
Average Resp. Time
5.40
5.49
EMS (most alarms)
M2-196 M2–217
Total Fire Alarms
Average Resp. Time
Fire Co. (most alarms)
Station 5 (most alarms)
Other
Total Alarms

170
6.30
T1-161
460
270
1,338

176
6.16
E3-170
443
298
1,320

Be Safe, Be Competent, Be Professional.

Toy Collection Drive
The department’s Toy Collection Drive
was once again a huge success. We partnered with the Junior League of Boca
Raton in conjunction with the “Spirit of
Giving Network,” to collect new toys for
the League’s Holiday Gift Drive. Toys
were also collected for local churches
and non-profit organizations. Many children had a much happier holiday season,
due to the generosity of the citizens of
Boca Raton. Thanks to everyone who
helped make this a success.

By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief

Speaker/Lecturer J. Curtis Varone
We have scheduled renowned lecturer,
instructor, and retired Deputy Assistant
Fire Chief, J. Curtis Varone, Esquire, to
speak to us regarding Fire and EMS
Legal Issues and Social Media Concerns. Curtis will conduct the 8-hour
seminar on Thursday, March 7, 2013
and repeat the lecture on the following

Broadstone
The Broadstone project, located on the
site of the former Levitz Plaza, is set to
begin moving in its first residents. This
is part of the growth of the north end of
the City. This project consists of two
five-story buildings, 11 three-story
buildings, as well as six three-story
townhome units; a two-story clubhouse
and pool complete the project. Broadstone provides a total of 382 living units.
Each building has its own FDC connec-
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tion that will be well-marked and located in the front of each building.

arson investigator, and learning the code
enforcement process.

The alarm rooms are located at the end
of each three-story building and near
the center of each of the five-story
buildings. These fire alarm panels utilize an LCD display that provides point
enunciation; all alarm information can
be accessed from the panel display.
These are wireless systems that do not
require a dedicated phone line. The
completed construction area is located
mainly on the east side of the property
located closest to Federal Highway.
However, access can be made to the
property from Dixie Highway, as well.
This is one of several new developments that will bring new families and
growth to the City.

Building Demolished
The building located at 3800 NW 2
Avenue has been demolished; the building was identified as a hazard and
deemed unsafe. The Special Magistrate
ruled in favor of the fire department,
which found that the building did not
meet some provisions of NFPA 1 and
needed to be brought up to the appropriate standards. The owner finally decided to remove the structure. The
safety issue has been resolved for both
the public and firefighters.

Division Chief positions. This is the
time to start looking at the position requirements and make sure that you
meet all the job requirements, if you are
planning to take either one of these exams.
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act but a
habit.” Aristotle
Until next time be safe…
Happy New Year!

Operations

By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief
By:

Division Changes
The Fire and Life Safety Division celebrated the retirement of Captain Joe
Hauck and welcomed Driver Engineer
Joe Ildefonoso. Captain Hauck, a veteran firefighter, had been a Fire Plans
Examiner for the past sixteen years of
his 31-year career with the City. Good
luck and happy retirement Captain
Hauck.
Driver Engineer Joe Ildefonoso brings
his hazardous materials expertise to the
division. He will be participating in a
yearlong training program that will increase his knowledge and skills and
move him from a Fire Prevention Officer to a functioning Fire Inspector.
Joe’s training will include review of the
Florida Statutes and the City of Boca
Raton’s Code of Ordinances, learning
computer systems like the AS 400 and
Project Dox, reviewing the Florida Fire
Prevention Code, learning Fire Plans
Examination, developing skills as a

We hope everyone had a joyful holiday
season and wish everyone a healthy &
happy New Year from the Operations
Division.
Well, 2012 has been an interesting year
with many changes occurring within the
department; Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services had many accomplishments for
which staff should be proud. The future
looks bright and full of challenges. As
we start this New Year, the challenges
ahead of us can be accomplished. When
we work together, we can make good
things happen for all of our customers,
which include the citizens that we protect and ourselves.
It is that time of the year again, the department will be conducting station bids
the week of January 15; and our annual
medical physicals will be scheduled
starting at the end of January.
The department will be conducting two
promotional exams later this year: the
Firefighter Driver and Battalion/

JANUARY
01/01
01/04
01/05
01/07
01/10
01/10
01/11
01/12
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/17
01/18
01/18
01/21
01/22
01/23
01/23
01/25
01/26
01/27
01/28
01/29
01/30
01/30

William Puchalski
Mike O'Neil
Shaun Fix
William Fowler
Randy Lowe
Don Mullens
Sean Moss
Scott Cannarozzi
John Treanor
Sherry Griffith
Shelly Griffith
Aaron Walden
Patty Van Buskirk
Mike Gergora
Gary Swedenborg
Raymon Lange Jacobs
Raul Reyes
Evan Gaub
David Weaver
Patrick Kelly
Craig Ashley
Mario Eaton
Ron Devecki
Matthew Welhalf
Keith Miller
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FEBRUARY
02/01
02/03
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/05
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/12
02/15
02/18
02/18
02/20
02/20
02/25
02/28

Craig Montgomery
Erik Solensten
Curt Berryman
Patrick Rea
Scott Shadoin
Carmen Aragona
Amy Ross
Marcus Cooper
Amor Victoria Osborn
Jason Owens
Eric Alexander
Joseph A. Idelfonso
Christopher Neville
Jeffery Lazzeri
Brunna Cinotto
Justin Ghanem
Jay Sumner
Joseph Henry

Logistics &
Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora
Assistant Chief
Happy New Year
from the Logistics and Support Division!
In my previous newsletter, I mentioned
that we would be ordering some new
apparatus. Subsequently, City Council
approved the purchase of a new Medic
Unit; the new Pumper is scheduled for
the January 2013 Council Meeting for
approval. The last fire apparatus to be
purchased this year will be a Wildland
Fire Truck (Brush Truck). We will be
using the Request for Proposal (RFP)
process in the selection of this specialized piece of equipment. The RFP will
provide us with an opportunity for multiple vendors to present their products
for our review. Once we have examined all the proposals, we will make our
selection based on the best configuration to meet our needs. The RFP will
take several months to complete; I will

keep you posted as things progress.
The upgrading of the Plymovent system
to the new magnetic exhaust connection
and high temperature exhaust hoses
should begin toward the end of January.
This arrangement has operated almost
flawlessly for over the past year at Station 6, and I anticipate the same results
for the rest of the department. The new
system will not utilize the compression
cuff or air compressors, which have
been the main source of our repairs.
The change-over should take approximately two weeks to complete at all
eight fire stations that consist of 33 exhaust removal drops. This will also increase the level of safety from exhaust
emissions.
Other outstanding Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:
New units are on order, as discussed.
Ladder and pump testing is scheduled to
begin in February/March 2013
Facilities:
The Plymovent systems retro-fit is
scheduled for completion by February
2013
New lounge chairs were purchased for
Fire Station 7
Two Training Trailers/Classrooms are
being repaired, due to previous damage
sustained during hurricane season.
Equipment:
We have two new vendors that will be
supplying our station uniforms. Please
be patient while we set up the initial
order and inventory. The delivery of
requested uniforms will improve dramatically once it is implemented. I hope
to have this accomplished by the middle
of February 2013.
Please let me know if you have any suggestions for improvements to our equipment, stations, or uniforms; and stop in
my office anytime that you are at Fire
Administration.

EMS
By:
Michael O’Neil
Division Chief
Year in Review 2012
During the past year, we replaced and
added several major equipment items
that are critical to EMS operations:
All suction machines were replaced.
All Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) devices were replaced
with disposable masks. Prior to this
purchase, only our Medic Units had the
capability to administer CPAP. All Engines/Trucks/Medic Units carry this
equipment. This has been made possible by a generous donation from the
Women's Club of Boca Teeca.
Added two new Zoll Auto-Pulse machines (The Zoll Auto-Pulse is an automated machine that manually performs
CPR on patients in cardiac arrest.). This
directly affects the survival of patients
suffering a cardiac arrest and improves
safety to our personnel, who would
have to perform manual CPR in a moving vehicle if we did not have the automated equipment.
Replaced all Auto-Pulse Chargers and
Batteries with new Lithium Batteries
and Smart Chargers.
Placed 15 new KingVision Video Laryngoscopes in service on all Medic
Units and three of our suppression apparatus. We hope to order more of these
to equip the rest of our suppression
units with this device. These replaced
the four Ranger Glidescopes that we
received from a grant.

Wishing you the very best - always!!!
Until then - Stay Safe and Professional!

The comments that the EMS Division
has received about the new Suctions,
CPAP masks, Auto-Pulse Batteries,
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Smart Chargers, and Video Laryngoscope purchases has been exceptionally
positive. Feedback from the EMS Captains has affirmed the first-attempt success rate for endotracheal intubation has
increased.
Patient Outcomes
State of Florida EMSTARS
About 51% of all EMS agencies in
Florida send EMS data to the State as
part of the EMSTARS program. Presently, Florida has the largest repository
of EMS data in the nation. Our department was the first in the State to receive
outcome data from the Agency for
Health Care Administration (ACHA) as
a beta project. This was made possible
by linking our data that we send the
State with ACHA data. We were able to
create a database to link this data with
our patient care reporting software data.
We reported back to the State with recommendations in order to simplify and
improve this process. The only drawback is the State uses the patient Social
Security number to link the data. Not
all patients have a social security number; and the more critical the patient,
the less likely we are able to obtain this
number.

to plan for the eventual move to the
6500 Building. Yes, the 911 Center will
eventually be located on the first floor at
6500 Congress Avenue, as will the
City’s Emergency Operations Center.
This will make for a much more secure
facility in the event of a significant hurricane or other disaster. We are also
currently working on the replacement of
the City’s communications tower, located at the Municipal Golf Course on
the west side of the turnpike. This, along
with other sought-after enhancements,
will improve radio communications in
areas of the City where more coverage is
required.
In addition to moving the center, we will
also be planning for the replacement of
the City’s radio communications system.
The current system was implemented in
2000 and has exceeded the anticipated
life expectancy. Both of these are significant endeavors that will require
teamwork and cooperation among several City departments. I look forward to
making a positive contribution to the
effort.
Till next time, from everyone in the 911
Communications Center, be safe.

Have a safe and positive New Year!

Communications
By:
Pat Kelly
Division Chief

Hello once again,
I wish to take this opportunity, on behalf of the staff in our 911 Communications Center, to wish you and your
families the very best for the New
Year……….I guess the Mayans were
wrong!
As the New Year dawns, the Communications team will be working diligently

Special
Operations
By:
Norm Engel
Division Chief
Let me start off this newsletter with an
expression of gratitude to all of you that
I’ve had the pleasure of working with,
side-by-side, as us “newbies,” who
opened Station 6 back in 1988, reach
our 25th year of service with Boca Raton
Fire Rescue. It was a very humbling
experience, sitting at Station 6 when
they announced the “Final Roll Call” for
Scotty J; the reality set in that my
friends, mentors, and people I’ve known
for over half my life, are moving on to
begin new chapters in their lives.

With that being said, I also need to
thank everyone who’s helped me in the
last year getting acclimated into the
Special Operations Division; it made
the transition as smooth as possible,
considering I used to be afraid of
chemicals and Level A Suits (gave me
the creeps and now look at me!!)
At the end of November, we hosted a
very successful Tox-Medic class that
was very well-attended and supported
by Administration. We will build on
this program and, hopefully, the end
result will be a few qualified ToxMedics on each shift, along with a dedicated Medic Truck that’ll run with our
Haz-Mat Team in the future. This is a
new endeavor and, as with anything,
the wheels of progress might not move
as fast as we’d like them to, but we now
have a foundation and personnel to help
build on it.
In the month of January (weather permitting), on Mondays, FFD Tory Buckman will be conducting training with
personnel from Station 3 on our Jon
Boats. Once all the Station 3 personnel
have been trained, we will deliver the
training department-wide, since the Jon
Boats have a very good chance of being
deployed anywhere in the City where
there’s a body of water inaccessible by
other watercraft.
If you haven’t seen it in Power-DMS
yet, I put out a course announcement
for PER240 Responder Operations for
WMD Radiological/Nuclear Incidents.
This class can be attended by any First
Responder and will definitely open
your eyes and give you insight as to
why this topic has become so prevalent
in our community and our response
capabilities in dealing with it.
In the future and, hopefully, in a “not so
far galaxy,” we’re going to schedule a
Rope Rescue class, Haz-Mat Tech, another Tox-Medic class, and possibly
resume the Rescue Swimmer program.
Our fire boat needs a complement of
personnel, each with their own set of
skills - one of them being a strong
swimmer with advanced rescue tech-
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niques. Having someone with those
skills can make the difference as to
whether a mission is deemed a rescue
or recovery.
In closing, please take advantage of
some of the training opportunities
we’ve been able to deliver in our backyard; and don’t forget to take advantage
of the classes offered by FEMA @
cdp.dhs.gov.
SERVICE YEARS

JANUARY
Edwin Thompson
Ronald Hartley
Bruce Angier
Donnie Craig
Norman Engel
Mitchell Greenberg
Randy Hunsinger
Gary Keidel
Robert Lemons
Mary Murphy
Robert Nelligan
Gerald O’Brien
James Pingrey
Robert Schade
Gary Swedenborg
Douglas Webb
Robert Yard
Shaun Fix
Michael Gergora
Leonard Marraffino
Lange Jacobs
Jeff Matheson
Scott Brooks
Pat Rea
John Treanor
Donald West
James Sumner
Eric David
Phil Santa Maria
Raul Chacon

30
27
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
23
23
23
22
22
17
17
17
17
16
14
14
13

Scott Shadion
George Fox
Donald Horn
Brian “Keith” Miller
Ryan Cihowiak
Chris Innerst

13
12
9
9
8
8

FEBRUARY
Donnie Mullens
Jack Culligan
Scott Clark
James Cuomo
Craig Montgomery
Jason Stout
Alejandro Callegari
Jesse Duffy
David Eddinger
Adam Elliott
John McClain
Daniel Rush
Joseph Johnson
Raul Reyes

24
22
18
18
10
10
7
7
7
7
7
7
5
5

Training
By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief

“Top of the morning” from the Training
Section!
The next three months, our personnel
will be provided information on outside
training opportunities by HCI, Palm
Beach State College, Coral Springs Fire
Academy, and Worldwide Emergency
Services Institute; 2013 schedules have
been posted on their websites, as well as
faxed to all stations. The Training Division is awaiting a quote from Palm
Beach State College for the Live Fire
Training Instructor (LFTI) Course for
our personnel.
Fire Department Physicals start on
Saturday, January 26, 2013, and run on
consecutive Saturdays through March
23, 2013. Fire Department Physicals
will not be conducted on February 23,

2013 (Fire EXPO). Mandatory 2013
Policy Refresher Training will be
taught by Human Resources the week
of February 5-8, 2013. Hose testing will
be conducted the last three weeks of
February and the first week of March.
Fire Rescue East is scheduled the
week of January 23-26, 2013. This
conference provides an opportunity for
those personnel needing additional contact hours to renew their Firesafety Inspector or Instructor certification.
The Training Division has been fortunate to schedule two outside speakers to
give presentations at Fire Administration during the next few months.
BoundTree Medical will be giving a
presentation on Tuesday, January 29,
2013, from 9:00am – 11:00am on
“Capnography in Pre-hospital Care.”
This presentation will be repeated
Wednesday, January 30, 2013, from
9:00am – 11:00am. This presentation
has been approved for two EMS contact
hours.
Mr. J. Curtis Varone will be presenting
two different workshops on Thursday,
March 7, 2013. The same two lectures
will be repeated on Friday, March 8,
2013. The Leadership Toolbox: Negligence, Liability, and the Law will be
presented in the morning session. This
presentation has been approved for four
contact hours for Firesafety Inspector 1
and Instructor. Social Media Legal
Update will be presented in the afternoon session. This presentation has
been approved for four contact hours
for Instructor. Personnel who wish to
attend the Capnography Class or the
Curtis Varone Classes must email Victoria Osborn to enroll in the courses.
Stay safe and Happy New Year.
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Structure Fire Activity
The last two months of 2012 were fairly
active with four significant structure
fires. The highest dollar-loss fire was on
11/07/2012 and occurred at Craftline
Cabinetry, located at 100 NW 28 Street.

Also in November, there was a house
fire, located at 301 SW 3 Street, where
firefighters saved several pets from disaster. On December 2, 2012, there was
an apartment fire at 233 S Federal Highway. The last fire to be reported was on
December 18, 2012, when the Sushi
restaurant, located at 60 N Federal
Highway, caught on fire. In all of these
cases, there were no injuries or fatalities. This is something we can all be
thankful for. “Great Job” to all the men
and women of Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services Department in protecting our
community!

Pictures by Photographer Jay Bell
Article by Assistant Chief
Michael Gergora
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Badge and Awards Ceremony
January 4, 2013
From left to right:
FFD John Gibson,
Lt. Shea Miller
FPO Joe Ildefonso
FFD Jose Santana
Captain Mike McBrien
FF Scott Hauss
Fire Explorer Nick Galiardo
Fire Chief Thomas Wood

Use your Smartphone
to click on the QR Code
to the left and get all the
latest information on
this year’s

FIRE EXPO 2013!!
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Fire Rescue Employee Dependent Scholarship
The Boca Raton Firefighter and Paramedic Benevolent Fund, Inc. is proud to once again announce its annual sponsorship of a 4-year, $1000 per year scholarship, through the George Snow Scholarship Fund. The
scholarship has been formed and funded to benefit a dependent child of full-time employees of the Boca
Raton Fire Rescue Services Department. To qualify a student, a full-time employee must have, by the closing date of the application, a minimum of five years employment in good standing with the City. Employees must also be members of the Benevolent Fund. Applicants must have financial need, scholastic eligibility, established educational and career goals, be active in their school and/or community, and be a role
model to their peers.
Applications can be submitted on-line through the George Snow Scholarship Fund’s website at
www.scholarship.org. Applications opened on November 1, 2012 and the deadline for application submittals is February 1, 2013.
Please call the office of the George Snow Scholarship Fund at 561-347-6799 with any questions or concerns. Good Luck!

