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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Promotions
Jay Sumner was promoted to Fire
Inspector, effective August 22,
2014. Amy Ross was promoted to
Battalion Chief Aide, effective October 13, 2014. Both were recognized for their achievements on October 17th during a Badge & Award
Ceremony. Congratulations.
Dave Woodside Appointment
Assistant Chief Dave Woodside has
been appointed to the Florida Fire
Code Advisory Council by the State
of Florida Chief Financial Officer &
State Fire Marshal Jeff Atwater. His
term will expire on June 30, 2016.
Congratulations to Dave!
Firefighter Combat Challenge
Congratulations to the Boca Raton
Firefighter Challenge Team for their
performance at the recent competition in Milwaukee. Our team took
home the most awards as follows:
On Saturday, October 25th, Brett
1st Place
3rd Place
3rd Place
rd

3 Place
3rd Place
3rd Place
1st Place

Female Individual (Elmstrom)
Individuals
(Total time of each Individual)
Open Relay
(Parks, Vesce, Hyde, Graham,
Daughtrey)
40+ Relay
(Lea, Cann, Rupp, Lao, Osborn)
Open Tandem
(Parks & Vesce)
40+ Tandem (Lea & Osborn)
Co-ed Tandem
(Elmstrom & Bowman)

For pictures and more details,
see Pages 4-6

Lea reported that, “Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Over-40 just won the Firefighter Challenge National Championship.” Congratulations to all!
Save the Dates
Tuesday, November 25, 2014 – 100 Club
Turkey Day @ Fire Station 2
Thursday, November 27, 2014 – Fire/
Police Flag Football Turkey Bowl @ Boca
Raton High School

For all his efforts, he was awarded
our Department Excellence Award,
which is inscribed with the Vince
Lombardi quote: “The quality of a
person's life is in direct proportion to
their commitment to excellence, regardless of their chosen field of endeavor.” The award was presented
on October 17th at the Badge &
Award Ceremony. Congratulations!

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 – City
Holiday Street Parade @ Downtown
Saturday, December 6, 2014 – City Holiday Boat Parade @ Intracoastal Waterway
Thursday, December 11, 2014 – Fire Explorer Post 315 Awards Ceremony @ TBD
Saturday, December 20, 2014 – Benevolent Association Holiday Party @ TBD

Excellence Award
Fire Inspector Bob Lemons
Division Chief John Treanor relayed
the following information. I would
like to nominate Bob Lemons for an
Excellence Award. On Saturday,
August 16, 2014, I was working as a
Battalion Chief when a call was dispatched for a 4-year-old boy who
drowned (Alarm #2014009975). According to the dispatch information,
CPR was in progress and all units
quickly responded. Since it was Saturday, I was surprised to hear Inspector 6 (Lemons) dispatch himself
and arrive on the call within seconds
of BAT1 being dispatched.
When I arrived on scene, Bob had
controlled the scene and was rendering care to the child. The child
then had a pulse and was breathing
on his own. I feel without Bob’s quick
response, scene management, and
the care he rendered, the child may
have had a poor outcome.
I am
happy to report the child was released from the emergency room the
next day.

Excellence Award
Captain Michael Davanzo
Firefighter/Driver Pat Lao
and Firefighter Zane Smith
On Saturday, October 18, 2014, at
6:33PM, both Police and Fire units
were dispatched to a structure fire at
601 SW 2nd Avenue (a small apartment building). Police units arrived
first and located a victim in need of
rescue. The police officers could
not reach the victim due to the heat
and smoke; however, they were
able to give an accurate report of his
location to the first arriving fire unit,
Engine 2. With Firefighter/Driver
Pat Lao manning the pump panel,
Captain Mike Davanzo and Firefighter Zane Smith equipped with full
firefighter protective clothing and
SCBAs, entered the apartment,
found the semi-conscious victim and
brought him outside. The crew of
Medic 2 treated the patient and
transported him to Boca Raton Regional Hospital, where he made a
full recovery. The fire was quickly
extinguished and damage was limited to the bedroom.
This team effort is a great example
of the excellent service provided by
both public safety agencies within
our City. For all their efforts, they
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will be given our Department Excellence Award, which is inscribed with
the Vince Lombardi quote: “The
quality of a person's life is in direct
proportion to their commitment to
excellence, regardless of their chosen field of endeavor.” They will be
recognized at the next Badge &
Award Ceremony. Congratulations!
(See pictures of the October 17
Awards Ceremony - Pages 10 & 11)
Have a safe and happy
Holiday Season.

Operations
By:
Glenn Joseph
Deputy Chief

The practice of firefighting has not
kept pace with the new information
gathered from research projects
conducted in the United States and
around the world. Based on the
most current research, substantial
progress has been made in validating and improving traditional firefighting tactics. The enhanced tactics can improve firefighter safety,
and reduce injuries and fatalities
among firefighters and the civilians
they protect.
The lifesaving knowledge and interventions have not improved firefighting practice on the local level
because they are relegated to the
pages of peer-reviewed journals.
The highly technical nature of the
information, coupled with traditional
methods of dissemination and training, has been one the greatest barriers to effecting change in the fire
service.
To help overcome these barriers,
the Assistance to Firefighter Grant
Program (AFG) and New York Uni-

versity Polytechnic School of Engineering, teamed up with FDNY, Chicago FD, Bloomington FD, Eagan
FD, and Eden Prairie FD to develop
a web-based, interactive training
program.
Advanced Learning
through Integrated Visual Environment – ALIVE – simulates critical
decision-making aspects of firefighting and reinforces safety principles developed by the leading researchers to improve firefighter
safety and survival.
Firefighters with a desire to improve
their professional and technical skills
can download the programs from the
NYU:Poly Fire Research Group
website: http://engineering.nyu.edu/
fire/index.html. The programs are
free and available in multiple formats, including Windows and MacOS; Android and IOS are in development.
Daniel Boorstin said, ‘The greatest
enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it is the illusion of knowledge’
– so as public safety professionals,
we should endeavor to get the best,
most accurate information that we
may make the best decisions. That
knowledge will improve our personal
safety, as well as the safety of the
community we protect.
As always, Be Safe, Be Competent,
Be Professional

Operations
By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief

The promotional examinations for
Captain and EMS Captain have
been completed, the lists have been
posted and, by the time you read

this, will be in effect. The Department appreciates the time and commitment that is necessary when
competing in the promotional process and would like to thank and congratulate all the personnel who recently participated. This year, we
had the most candidates partake in
the Captains promotional process
than we have had in the past ten
years.
As the New Year approaches, there
are several additional projects that
the Operations Division has, and will
be, working on. The first will be the
balancing of each shift’s personnel
with all the different step-up and certification classifications. All the
moves will be completed by midJanuary 2015. Next, vacation picks
will be conducted and completed by
mid-December. Following the personnel moves and vacation picks,
the station bidding process will then
be conducted sometime in late
January.
The Operations Division would like
to wish everyone a happy and joyous Holiday Season along with a
healthy and prosperous New Year!
Until next year be safe.
“Life is like riding a bicycle.
To keep your balance,
you must keep moving.”
― Albert Einstein
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Logistics &
Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora
Assistant Chief
Hello from the
Logistics and Support Division!
This is a great time of the year for
so many reasons! It’s the Holiday
Season where we get to have festive activities with family and friends,
enjoy some of the best weather of
the year, and start new budget year
projects that will give us the opportunity to be a little better at what we
do!
Truck Port
Last newsletter, I gave a report that
the construction phase had begun
for the new Truck Port. I am happy
to say that we have substantially
completed the project and should
begin utilizing it in the next few
days.

ments. The purchase order for our
new Special Events vehicle has
been an issue; we should take delivery within the next 30 days. We will
coordinate the modification and fabrication of the unit with the help of
the EMS Division, in order to make
the vehicle as utilitarian as possible.
This project should take approximately 120 days from the date of
delivery. The last project to report
on is the refurbishment of the
F.L.A.G. trailer. It will be sent out for
repairs this month.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and
Holiday Season,
as well as a Happy New Year
from the Logistics & Support Staff!
Other outstanding
Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:
Truck 1 (SPH100) is getting
repaired on the west coast of
Florida by Sutphen and should
be returned before Christmas.
Med 2 - the repairs have begun
and we should see it return from
Ohio shortly after the first of the
New Year.
Equipment:
All our new fire hoses have been
delivered and are being processed for inventory.

The structure is 30’ x 50’, providing
1500 square feet of clear floor
space, and has a 12’ clearance at
the openings of each end. The primary use will be for storage/
protection of apparatus being
staged or waiting for repairs. It may
also be used, with proper coordination through the Logistics & Support
staff, for training activities.
Uniforms and Vehicles
We are in the process of procuring
new uniform pants and jumpsuits.
This process will take a few months
to complete. Once a vendor has
been selected, we will have personnel sized for proper fit of both gar-

Facilities:
Fire Stations 1, 4 & 6 will be
painted shortly and the Training
Tower is next.
Fire Station 6 will be getting a
new roof starting sometime in
November.
Please let me know if you have any
suggestions for improvements to our
equipment, stations, or uniforms;
and stop in my office anytime that
you are at Fire Administration.
Wishing all of you the very best always!!!

November
11/15 Valentino Polistena
11/23 Warren Cann
11/24 Arnaldo Rodriguez
11/25 Loyd Putnam
11/25 Ben Frederick
11/26 David Eddinger
11/26 Scott Hauss
11/27 Paula Ursini-Gardner
11/27 Alejandro Callegari
11/29 George Fox
11/30 Bryan Walton
December
12/01 Patrick Murray
12/01 Michael Davanzo
12/02 John Gibson
12/03 Steven Betancourt
12/04 Jesus Barrera
12/06 Tomas Martin
12/07 William Pazanski
12/07 Phil Strasser
12/08 Ed Guinn
12/10 Casey Denhard
12/11 Scott Clark
12/13 Tyler Rochefort
12/20 Jordan Flaschner
12/24 Joanne Barnes
12/25 Brian Ward
12/25 Robert Parks
12/28 Michael Altamuro
12/29 John McClain
12/29 Octavio Quinones
12/30 J. Todd Withrow
12/31 Aaron Fix
January
01/01 William Puchalski
01/05 Shaun Fix
01/07 William Fowler
01/10 Randy Lowe
01/10 Don Mullens
01/11 Sean Moss
01/11 Robert Rubino
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Clerical Corner

Combat Challenge Team
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
A Special Report by
EMS Captain Jason Stout
The Combat Challenge Team
braved the blustery cold and rain
the weekend of 9/12-9/13, as they
competed in Milwaukee, Wisconsin’s regional event, The Scott Firefighter Combat Challenge. Day 1 of
this regional event consisted of the
Individual Competitions.
Boca
Fire’s own Robert Parks ran a
1:45.86 (a new personal best), Joe
Vesce ran a 1:46 (also, a new personal best), Aaron Hyde a 2:15,
Kyle Graham 2:24, and Maverick
Daughtrey ran a 2:27. This placed
our guys 3rd in the Team event,
which combines the fastest three
team members’ individual times and
ranks them against other teams.
Irena Elmstrom finished in 1st Place,
with a 3:06, in the Individual Female
Division.

By Susan Sova
A Message From
Patty Van Buskirk
Permit Specialist:
I’d like to invite all firefighters to volunteer for our Public Education
Events. ….We have a few events
scheduled for November. Fire &
Life Safety Division would like your
assistance in spreading the “fire
safety” message, especially to our
young children in the community.
Comp Time will be authorized for
any event off duty that is worked.
Please contact me by email at
pvanbuskirk@myboca.us
or by
phone (561) 982-4030 or contact
Senior Fire Inspector Gary Keidel at
gkeidel@myboca.us or by phone
(561) 982-4004. Thank you!

Welcome to the World!!

Begins
December 16
at sunset

Jacob Marc Rupp
Born Thursday, October 23
to Jeff & Stephanie Rupp
Anthony Clifton Cervi
Born Sunday, November 2
to Robert and Danielle Cervi

Day 2 of the competition was the
Tandem (two teammates complete
half of the course each) and the
exciting Relay events. Brett Lea
and Delray Beach Fire Rescue’s
Tommy Osborn finished 3rd in the
Over- 40 Tandem Division. Robert
Parks and Joe Vesce finished 2nd in
the Open Tandem Division. Irena
Elmstrom and her long-time Tandem partner, David Bowman from
Charlotte Fire Rescue, finished 1st
in the Co-ed Tandem Division. In
the Relay events, Team Boca finished 3rd in the Open Relay Division
and the Over-40 team finished 3rd in
the Over-40 Relay Division. This
was a great showing for the boys
from Boca Raton Fire Rescue, despite the bad weather conditions on
Day 1. Up next for the team is the
national competition, held in Tyler,
Texas, October 23-26. Congratulate them when you see them and
wish them luck!
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done to allow the store to open for
the 2015 Holiday Season.
Fire & Life Safety
By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief

November
Patrick Kelly
Tom Carroll
Michael Francis
Brian Ward
Michael Young
Mario Eaton
Dave Rosenthal
Maverick Daughtrey
Joseph Gandolfo
Joseph Germano
Ryan Gerwig
Kyle Graham
Aaron Hyde
Randy Prokos
Tyler Rochefort
John Schiano
Jonathan Taylor

27
24
17
17
16
10
8
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

December
Daryl Scott
Brett Lea
Joe Majhess
Harry “Ray” Lintner
Matthew Welhaf
Andrea Entus
Jordan Flaschner
Brian Shapins
Craig Ashley
Christopher Burden
Robert Cervi
John Elliott
Joseph Ildefonso
Chad Kozloski
Patrick Lao
Brian Marlen
Curt Berryman

33
31
23
17
13
12
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
9

New Year’s Eve
Wednesday
December 31

Publix: 1968 NE 5th Ave
The 5th Avenue Shops are undergoing a major cosmetic makeover. The
façade on all the buildings in the
plaza has been redone, giving the
plaza a new and modern look. The
final phase in this undertaking will be
the complete demolition and rebuilding of the Publix grocery store. The
current Publix will be completely demolished, as will all businesses to
the north of Publix. The new Publix
will extend north to where Best
Wishes is currently located. The new
footprint will also extend to the front
6 feet and 10 feet to the rear. In
preparation of this undertaking,
steps are being taken now to ensure
the life safety systems remain fully
operational for the unaffected businesses throughout this process.
Members of the Fire and Life Safety
Division have been attending preconstruction meetings and working
with CJM, the construction company
doing the façade work, to ensure this
operation goes smoothly for all involved. The Training Division has
also been talking with the parties
involved to use the facility prior to
demolition.
The proposed timeline is as follows:
Mid-January 2015 - Publix will close
to the public and items deemed salvageable by Publix will be removed.
Mid February 2015 - The building is
demolished and debris removal will
begin. Construction of the new store,
parking lot improvements should
occur between March and November 2015. The goal of Publix is to
have the construction completed and
inspections to a point where a TCO
or a building final inspection can be

Elderly Living Center
5910 N. Federal Highway will be the
site of a new elderly living facility.
The building is a two-story poured
masonry building. Structural steel
framing 18 gauge studs for interior
fire rated partitions. Pan Deck concrete poured floors. There will be
four point metal roof trusses. The
first floor comprises 20,198 square
feet of residential living quarters,
main kitchen, day room and offices.
The second floor comprises 17,531
square feet of living quarters that
mirror’s the first floor, along with a
social room. Total square footage
is 37,531. The building will be fully
sprinkled and alarmed.
Fire Prevention Education
The Fire and Life Safety Division,
along with a number of firefighters,
has had a busy month with public
education activities. Shaping the
minds of the next generation is the
best way to reduce fires in the future. The education provided centered on the following elements:
1. Fire is a tool only to be used by
adults, not children
2. “Get Out and Stay Out!!” when
the smoke alarm sounds
3. Testing smoke alarms at home
every month.
The children participated in games
and the language was retooled so
that the children could digest the
information readily. The learning
included homework for the children
to remind their moms and dads to
test their smoke alarms every
month. A “Hot or Not” and “Crawl
Low and Go” games were favorites
of the children. Thanks to Fire Inspector Lemons for his work in redesigning the delivery and to everyone who participated in the delivery
to the children.
From all of us
in Fire and Life Safety,
stay safe.
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EMS
By:
John Treanor
Division Chief

Ebola Preparation
The department has enhanced its
procedures, as well as acquired
new equipment, to prepare for a
possible Ebola Virus Disease (EVD)
patient. These enhancements are
based on the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), the
Florida Department of Health
(DOH), and the Palm Beach County
Health Department's recommendations. Currently, there have been no
reported cases of the disease in the
State of Florida; therefore, the risk
of being infected remains extremely
low.
There has been a great deal of misinformation and public fear regarding the spread of EVD. I encourage
everyone to look at the official recommendations, based on science
and experience from the CDC and
the DOH, prior to accepting any information as valid. It is imperative
that we stay focused and properly
educated on this disease in order to
reduce the risk to the community we
serve and ourselves.
Paramedic/EMT Certification
Renewal
On December 1, 2014, all EMT and
paramedic certifications in the State
of Florida will expire. The fire department’s EMT and paramedics
have already obtained the required
CEUs for renewal and the renewal
process is already complete. The
EMS Division will be distributing
your new cards in the very near future. These new cards will expire in
December of 2016.

Trauma Transport Protocols
The Palm Beach County Healthcare
District has revised the Trauma
Transport Protocols (TTPs) that
BRFRS is required to follow. A representative from the Healthcare District will be providing training on the
new TTPs during the second week
of December. Once the training has
been completed, the TTPs will then
be distributed and we will begin using them.
Have a safe and happy
Holiday Season.

Administrative
Services
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief

Application Process
As we come to the end of 2014, we
have a lot on the horizon for 2015.
Starting with the New Year, we will
begin by opening up the application
process for Firefighter/Paramedic.
These potential positions will fill
openings next year caused by retirements which are scheduled to occur
soon.
SOPS
All the SOPs are going to be examined, one by one, and reviewed, updated, or consolidated. This project
will be reviewed every couple of
years, due to the fact that conditions,
equipment, and the times change.
Our goal is not to be redundant or
overburden our personnel but to give
some clear guidelines that all of you
can follow, depending on the situation or circumstance. As an SOP is
sent out, please take the time to review it and take note of any changes
that were made to the original.

Fire Expo 2015
Our Fire Expo 2015 is right around
the corner! Saturday, January 31,
2015 from 10:00am-2:00pm at the
Town Center Mall. Last year’s Expo
was attended by approximately
2,500 people - the largest turnout to
date! This year, I believe we will
surpass that number. With the additional guests comes additional planning, work, and effort! I am asking
for you to assist in any way you can,
whether it be helping to set up two
days prior to the Expo, assisting on
the day of the event, or breaking
down props and returning equipment and vehicles at the end of the
Expo. All of your help goes a long
way in showing our citizens and
guests what an outstanding organization Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services Department is, and in showcasing its employees and the equipment we use on a daily basis. So
mark the date on your calendar and
plan on attending. To sign up, call
Captain Brooks at 982-4025.
Customer Service Seminar
On March 10th & 11th, we will be
hosting Retired Fire Chief Alan
Brunacini’s Customer Service Seminar here at the 6500 Building. For
those of you who don’t know, Chief
Brunacini is the “Father” of Customer Service in the Fire Service.
He has written several books and
traveled around the country, speaking on this most important issue.
You have two opportunities to attend, since the same material is
taught both days. This promises to
be an excellent seminar, and the
department is offering compensatory time for attending; you can also
use this course as a reference in
your yearly Halogen evaluation. Call
Suzanne Dickens (982-4042) to
register, as this seminar will fill up
quickly.
So, as you can see, there are a lot
of upcoming events in 2015! Please
get involved with YOUR Fire Department. This is more than a job;
it’s a calling.
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EBOLA TRAINING
During the week of October 14-17,
the Training Division conducted
Ebola Training at our Support Facility. This training was completed by
Special Operations Captain Tom
Carroll over the four days. Several
news crews wanted to know what
BRFRS was doing to prepare for this
disease. Many press releases and
interviews were done to educate the
public on our pro-activity.

APARTMENT FIRE (Right)
Apartment fire at 601 SW 2 Avenue on October 18 at
1831 hours. Victim fell asleep and burned up the mattress. Heavy black smoke and heat prevented PD
from entering the bedroom. Captain Davanzo and FF/
PM Z. Smith (E-2) searched the apartment and rescued the man. He was treated and transported to
Boca Raton Regional Hospital. EXCELLENT job by D
shift and Station #2!

CAR ACCIDENT / CAR & BRUSH FIRE

On October 20th this vehicle was involved in a 3car crash on I-95 SB between Glades and Palmetto Park Road. The vehicle was hit and forced
off the highway where it struck an electrical pole,
causing the car to erupt into flames. Subsequently, this caused a significant brush fire on the
west side of I-95. I-95 was shut down in both directions for 4 hours due to the power lines hanging down across all lanes of the roadway. Traffic
was backed up both northbound and southbound
for several miles.
ANOTHER APARTMENT FIRE (No photo)
At 1611 hours on October 27 at 460 NW 20 Street, several members of A shift responded to a structure fire in an
apartment on the third floor. A young girl and babysitter
made it out of the apartment before our arrival. The unit
was fully involved in fire. Our units quickly extinguished
the fire and performed ventilation and monitoring. Three
families were displaced from this fire, which is still under
investigation.

Michael LaSalle, Public Information Officer
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Seated, from left to right:
Bob Lemons, Amy Ross, Jason Sekula,
Jay Sumner, Ray Lintner

Below right:
Chief Wood, Jay Sumner, Chief Woodside

Inspector Jay Sumner,
receiving his badge
from Chief Woodside!

Above: Chief Wood, Batt Chief Aide
Amy Ross, Captain Jeff Ross

Above: Lt. Jason Sekula and family
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From left to right:
Chief Wood, Captain Ray Lintner and
the Lintner family
Below:
Inspector Bob Lemons and Chief Wood

Above:
Bob Lemons and family

From left to right: Council
Member Scott Singer, Chief
Wood, Council Member Robert
Weinroth, and Chief LaSalle

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

