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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Promotions
William Fowler was promoted to
Lieutenant on February 3, 2014.
Bill also earned his Associate of
Science degree in Emergency
Medical Service from the Health
Career Institute on December 20,
2013. Congratulations Bill! The
Badge and Award Ceremony will be
held in the 6500 Building Auditorium
at a date and time to be announced.

Excellence Award
On February 14, 2014, Sandy Devita, Telecommunicator, took a 9-11 call for service, wherein the caller
was reporting that her husband was
possibly in cardiac arrest. The patient was very upset and Sandy had
to get her emotionally under control
so that she could help her husband.
Sandy used several techniques to
gain control of the call and assist
the caller in Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). Sandy calmly
and professionally guided the caller
through the Emergency Medical
Dispatch Protocol, giving clear and
concise instructions while simultaneously sending fire rescue and

police units to the scene. Police
Services recently received a telephone call from the wife of the patient. She expressed her deepest
gratitude to Sandy and wanted her
to know that the actions she took
were effective; the patient is now
recovering from cardiac arrest.
Many times, this job may seem routine and frustrating; however, in this
case, Sandy impacted not only the
caller by allowing her to help her
loved one, she also assisted in saving a patient’s life. Sandy routinely
handles these calls with professionalism and care and, many times, her
job performance may seem to go
unnoticed because of the efficient
and effective way that she regularly
performs it.
For all Sandy’s efforts, she was
awarded our Department Excellence
Award, which is inscribed with the
Vince Lombardi quote: “The quality
of a person's life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of their chosen
field of endeavor.” The award ceremony was held on March 27, 2014.
Congratulations!

2014 Rick Becker Memorial
CPR Award
The “Rick Becker Memorial CPR
Award” was established by Jacqueline L. and the late Herman D.
Becker as an endowment, a lasting
and living tribute to their son Rick,
who died at the age of 44 from a
sudden heart attack. This fund is
dedicated to his memory with the
hope that it would help save other

lives in the future. The stated purpose of the “Rick Becker Memorial
CPR Award” is to provide recognition annually to an individual who
promotes CPR or provides CPR
education to the community at large.
This year’s recipient is Mr. Thomas
Sean Clancy of Boca Raton. Mr.
Clancy sprang into action in performing CPR on his neighbor, who
was successfully resuscitated. He is
a four-year resident of Boca Raton
and received his training initially in
New York while employed for Lehman Brothers.
Mr. Clancy described the day as a
quiet Sunday afternoon when he
went outside to his vehicle and
heard the call for help from his
neighbor. He responded to the call
for help and found himself with his
98-year-old neighbor, who informed
him that her daughter had collapsed.
He activated the EMS system and
began performing CPR until our
paramedics arrived. The medics
described the individual as being in
full cardiac arrest. She was successfully resuscitated and is alive
today.
The neighbor continues to live a
normal life, engaging her neighbors,
and taking walks throughout the
neighborhood.
Mr. Clancy’s actions embody the
intent and spirit of the Rick Becker
Memorial CPR Award. Mr. Clancy
was given the award on March 27,
2014. Congratulations!

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May, 11

Page 2

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

Chaplain/Rabbi Leon H. Olenick
We welcome on board our newest
Fire Chaplain, Rabbi Leon H.
Olenick. He provided the benediction for us on March 27th. Chaplain
Leon is also the author of “Anatomy
of a Tear…A Chaplain’s Stories of
Life, Love and Loss.” The inspiration for this book is mostly from his
duties at hospice facilities. Please
welcome Chaplain Leon to our Department.
Feature Article
See Pages 8 – 10 for Boca Raton
Army Air Field (BRAAF) Fire Department Most Notable Incidents
May & June 1944.
Until next time…be safe.
Clerical Corner

By Susan Sova
Just a friendly reminder for those
Fire Rescue employees who have
a City procurement card: Be certain that when you make a purchase, tax is not charged. If it is,
the vendor needs to issue a
credit for that amount. Please
forward all copies of purchases
and credits to me as soon as you
make a purchase, especially towards the end of the month,
when I have to reconcile. Be sure
that your name and what you
bought is on the top of the receipt, so it can be charged to the
proper account. Thank you!

05/01
05/06
05/08
05/14
05/17
05/17
05/21
05/21
05/22
05/23
05/27
05/27
05/30
05/30
05/30
06/01
06/02
06/09
06/14
06/17
06/19
06/19
06/22
06/23
06/24
06/25
07/05
07/06
07/07
07/08
07/08

MAY
Neil Duffy
Joseph Gandolfo
Mark Lacho
Norm Engel
Jerry O’Brien
Jonathan Taylor
Pat Lao
Jon Vought
Dan Rush
Chris Burden
Tom Carroll
Alexandra Kennedy
Jon Emmons
Mike McBrien
Maverick Daughtrey
JUNE
Tony Armijo
Tom Karbowski
Ryan Hardy
Karl Richards
Rhett Martin
Irena Elmstrom
Tory Buckman
Joe Majhess
Andrea Entus
Doug Webb
Joseph Vesce
JULY
Matt Tupper
Ed Thompson
Ed Cervi
Brian Marlen
Jason Stout

Administrative
Services
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief
The 2014 Hurricane Season is rapidly approaching and, as such, we
are preparing our annual review and

update of the City’s Emergency
Management Plan (EMP). Nicole
Gasparri and representatives from
all City departments are presently
working closely together to complete
this project before June 1st, the start
of the Hurricane Season.
Predictions released by the Department of Atmospheric Science at
Colorado State University have
stated that they anticipate reduced
activity for the 2014 Atlantic Hurricane Season. They anticipate a
below-average probability for major
hurricanes making landfall along the
United States coastline and in the
Caribbean.
Dr. Philip Klotzbach
warns, “However, coastal residents
are reminded that it only takes one
hurricane making landfall to make it
an active season for them, and they
need to prepare the same for every
season, regardless of how much
activity is predicted.”
History teaches us that a lack of hurricane awareness and preparation
are common threads among all major hurricane disasters. It is our responsibility to prepare our families
and homes for the Hurricane Season, which runs until November 30th.
This year’s Hurricane Preparedness
Week will be held May 26th through
June 2nd. The goal is to inform the
public about hurricane hazards and
provide knowledge which can be
used to take ACTION. This is the
ideal time to verify your family’s disaster plan, your home’s shutter drill,
and to complete your stock of hurricane supplies. Remember: you are
considered essential employees and
you want to be sure your loved ones
are prepared in case you have to
report to work.
The Internet has many informative
sites that can be searched for more
helpful information regarding hurricanes, including NOAA, FEMA, and
NWS. The City’s website is also an
excellent resource for hurricane information.
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Please use the link below to access
the hurricane preparedness list.
Q:\Hurricane
supplies\Hurricane
Supplies Checklist.pdf

havior usually results in an unexpected death, usually while in police
custody. In these cases, resuscitative efforts are typically unsuccessful
– many believe that extreme hyperthermia and severe metabolic acidosis, due to physical exertion, are major factors in the sudden cardiovascular collapse.

Operations
By:
Glenn Joseph
Deputy Chief

The term ‘excited delirium’ was first
used in 1985 to describe a combination of signs and symptoms associated with cocaine intoxication.
The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) adopted
this term, “excited delirium syndrome” (ExDS), to describe a medical condition where patients exhibit
the following signs and behaviors:
extreme pain tolerance, rapid respirations, profuse sweating, extreme
hyperthermia, unusual strength,
speech disturbance and unusual
stamina.

ExDS is frequently associated with
the use of stimulant drugs such as
cocaine, methamphetamine or phencyclidine (PCP).
Some medical
conditions may mimic ExDS – heat
stroke, hypoxia, hypoglycemia or
trauma; to safely subdue, treat and
transport such patients, there must
be coordination between EMS and
law enforcement.

just long enough to safely implement the pharmacological restraint
protocol. It is imperative that law
enforcement and EMS recognize
the ExDS subject. Responders must
keep the subject as calm as possible, remove or reduce environmental stimulation – loud noises,
bright lights, physical confrontation
etc. When attempting to subdue the
patient – more personnel is better
and pharmacological restraint is the
recognized standard of care.

Therefore, as a general rule, the patient should be physically restrained

This syndrome is complex and
poorly understood – combative be-

Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services was represented in Boston by our Pipes & Drums
(from far left to right); Firefighter Sean Moss, Firefighter Jonathan Vought, Firefighter
Tomas Martin and Firefighter & Pipe Major Jason Sekula. They attended the funerals for
Boston Fire Department Lieutenant Edward J. Walsh, Jr. and Firefighter Michael R. Kennedy on April 1st and 2nd. The two men were killed in the line of duty on March 26, 2014
in a wind-driven structure fire on Beacon Street in Boston.
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Operations
By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief

and make sure they understand the
procedures for reporting to duty if a
storm is heading towards the City.
“By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.” – Benjamin Franklin –

Other outstanding
Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:


Until next time, be safe…

We have decided to move the
acquisition of the new Special
Event Vehicle to later in the year,
when the manufacturer is scheduled to offer the chassis with an
automatic transmission.

Equipment:

Promotional Exams
The Lieutenants’ Promotional written exam was given on April 29th.
Thirteen people were signed up to
take the exam. The Assessment
Center is scheduled for the middle
of May. Congratulations to all personnel that participated with the
written exam and good luck with the
assessment center process.
The Captains’ and EMS Captains’
promotional exams are fast approaching. The book committees
will be meeting in the near future.
The posting of these exams should
be completed sometime in early
June, with an anticipated test date
in September. Again, all employees
who are eligible to take the exams
are encouraged to participate. The
exams will not only give you a better
understanding of the position but
will also assist you in future exams
by learning the testing process.
Good luck to everyone that partakes
in the promotional process.
Hot Summer Days
It appears that the summer has arrived early and will be here for several more months. It is time to make
sure that we are all aware of the
effects of heat stress on our bodies
and prevent any heat-related injuries by drinking plenty of water and
well coordinated work/rest cycles.
Along with the hot weather, comes
hurricane season. As we enter hurricane season, we all need to be
prepared for potential storm activities. You need to make sure that
you and your family’s needs are met
by being well-prepared. Everyone
needs to review the hurricane plan



The two Jon Boats have been
painted, received new graphics,
and the new four stroke motors,
and were in service for this year’s
Lake Boca Bash to assist with
shallow water accessibility.



We will be evaluating an alternative to our fire gloves in the near
future.

Logistics
& Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora

Assistant Chief

Facilities:


Hello from
the Logistics and Support Division!
We are pleased to announce that
John Patfield is our new Vehicle
Technician III; his first day will be
April 30th. John has several years of
experience working on Sutphen apparatus and emergency vehicles.
Please join me in welcoming John to
our department. I would also like to
mention that the shop staff has done
a great job keeping up with repairs
and service on our fleet for being
shorthanded for so long. It took
working a lot of extra hours during
the week and most weekends.
Please thank them for stepping up to
the plate.
The next modification will be changing from our current Class B uniform
pants to a new Nomex BDU style
pant. Several employees have been
wearing them for just over two
months and evaluating them for appearance, comfort, durability, being
colorfast, and practicality. We will
be issuing two pairs to all employees
for further evaluation over a oneyear period, beginning with the new
budget (October 1). We will reevaluate after this trial period, based
on the feedback received from all of
you. We will most likely never find

Station 6 is scheduled to receive a
new roof later this fiscal year.

the perfect pants, but I feel this is a
positive move forward.
Please let me know if you have any
suggestions for improvements to
our equipment, stations, or uniforms; and stop in my office anytime
that you are at Fire Administration.
Until then,
Stay Safe and Professional!

Welcome to the World!

Jacquelyn Christina
Born March 3, 2014,
To Tiffany & Neil Duffy
and

Skylar Quinn

Born March 15, 2014,
To Melissa and Jesse Duffy
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EMS
By:
John Treanor
Division Chief

EMS Week
EMS Week is from May 18 – May
24th this year. The EMS Providers of
Palm Beach County will be honoring
several members of the EMS community on May 23rd at 2:30 pm. The
location is 319 N. Clematis Street,
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 at “The
Wine Dive,” for anyone interested in
attending.

Equipment Suggestions
Several equipment suggestions
have been implemented over the
last couple of months. These suggestions are important to the EMS
Division. Although not all suggestions can be incorporated in our
EMS system, they have always allowed our department to stay ahead
in EMS care. Please continue to
send them in.
Naloxone Auto injectors
On April 3, 2014, the FDA issued a
press release with the approval of a
“new hand-held auto-injector to reverse opioid overdose.” These devices may soon find their way to our
community. Currently, the device
requires a prescription; however,
other states have allowed naloxone
to be purchased without one. These
devices have the ability to save
lives but may also cause a severe
withdrawal reaction to those heavily
dependent on opiates. Be prepared
to see more naloxone use prior to
the arrival of EMS. Several other
states are now issuing naloxone to
police officers.

By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief
“Top of the morning!”
from the Training Division

40 Hour Lieutenant Position
Congratulations to Lt. Armijo for
accepting the position of lieutenant
assigned to the EMS Division in
administration. This position has
numerous responsibilities; some of
which include HIPAA compliance,
CPR education, and QA/QI.
With over 18 years of experience
treating and transporting patients,
Lt. Armijo brings a great deal of expertise to the division.

Training

May
Mike LaSalle
Warren Cann
Brunna Cinotto
Carlos Vidaurreta
June
Curt Berryman
Tom Sova
Carmen Aragona
Mike Altamuro
Bill Puchalski
Thomas Karbowski
Kevin Sullivan
Mike McBrien
Jason Owens
Keith Metcalf
Bill Pazanski
Robert Batista
Steve Betancourt
Anthony Davis
Brian Glisson
John Gonzalez
Eric Hanks
Anthony Jerina
Francisco Ramirez
Scott Sieben
Joseph Vesce
July
Tony Armijo
Jeff Ross
James Smith
Loyd Putnam
Suzanne Dickens

23
15
10
9
9
36
14
12
12
12
12
11
11
10
10
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
19
19
19
15
1

Some of the upcoming training during the next two months consists of
RIT and Jon Boat training during the
month of May. PALS will be conducted the entire month of June.
Fire & Life Safety class being taught
on Fridays, starting May 9 – June
27, is Cause & Origin. Personnel
desiring to attend the Cause & Origin class need to email Suzanne
Dickens @ sdickens@myboca.us or
call her office as soon as possible.
The Training Division is also planning on hosting an EVOC Train the
Trainer Course later in the summer.
Exact dates have not been set at
this time. Those personnel interested in taking this class need to
email me so that I can establish a
list.
The Training Division is awaiting
arrival of two portable drafting
tanks, which will be placed on the
brush trucks, and one large fol-datank to be placed on the Hazmat
unit. A new decon set-up has also
been ordered. Training for the entire
department will be conducted as
soon as the equipment arrives.
Department Annual Fitness Testing
has been completed. Make-up
dates will be determined in the near
future.
The Training Division would like to
congratulate the new hires on completion of Phase 2 of the Firefighter
Orientation. Several of Boca Raton
Fire Rescue personnel gave their
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time to make sure these individuals
had the most up-to-date training
possible. They are scheduled to
start Phase 3 the week starting April
21, 2014, with their Phase 3 testing
conducted sometime during the
week of September 8-11, 2014. The
Phase 3 packet has been revised
and is going to require more involvement from everyone at the station. You have all been assigned to
knowledgeable and enthusiastic
crews.
Good luck to those personnel taking
the upcoming Lieutenant Promotional Exam.
Personal protective equipment is
self-defense. ~ Author Unknown.

Special
Operations
By:
Norm Engel
Division Chief

Happy Spring from Special Operations! The last few months have
been full of venues, testing our capabilities by putting our neverending training to the test.
In the beginning of March, the Boca/
Delray Special Operations – Hazardous Material Units took part in a
multi-jurisdictional drill with our partners in the South East Regional
Domestic Security Task Force
(SERDSTF) Region 7 that encompasses Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties.
Operation Render Safe was held
down in Miami Beach and tested
the capabilities of multiple agencies
working together during a complex
terrorist event that presented itself
with multiple scenarios happening
simultaneously. Our units were

tasked with assessing and mitigating
an unknown and leaking 150 lb.
pressurized gas vessel. As part of
the scenario, teams from West Palm
Beach, Boca/Delray, Broward Sheriff’s Office, and Miami Dade Fire
Rescue coordinated their efforts
and, in total, identified and mitigated
eight different cylinders that were
severely damaged when domestic
terrorists set off an explosion of a
stolen gas truck. Our team not only
had one of the more complex scenarios, they also had to perform
these tasks at night with limited lighting and, as the final team to go, they
had the Captain of the Entry Team
“go down,” requiring a quick rescue
and decontamination process prior
to being treated by the medics. I’m
very proud to say our personnel performed flawlessly.
Fire Boat 3 just recently went
through an overhaul of sorts and
was re-tubed. If you’re not aware,
our Fire Boat is a Rigid Hull Inflatable and the tubes had just seen
their time, due to age and being out
in the elements, and they had to be
replaced. With the help of Lynne
Piper from Purchasing, we were able
to get a quick turnaround and have
the boat back in service, just in time
for the upcoming boating season
and local events on the water, such
as the upcoming Lake Boca Bash,
which occurred Sunday, April 27th.
Speaking of “just in time,” on Easter
Sunday evening at approximately
eight o’clock, our fire boat got called
out for a vessel that had lost power
just outside the Inlet and was being
pushed into the surf. Captain Warren
Hunt, Driver and Boat Operator Mike
Young and Firefighter Jonathan
Emmons responded in Boat 3 and
found the vessel in distress, just seconds from being capsized in the
rough surf near the shoreline. Mike
was able to skillfully position the fire
boat close enough so that they could
secure a line to the distressed
boater and pulled them out of danger. Once in calmer waters, they

transferred the two occupants to the
fire boat and towed them to the boat
ramp. Once again, skill, training and
preparedness are the keys to a successful mission.
Lastly, our two Jon boats which are
older than half our Department
(1979 – I just graduated HS and
went into the Coast Guard) were
repainted, restriped and repowered
so they can be used for shallow water rescues, urban flooding, and/or
access to inland waterways since
they are easily deployable from
land.
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Structure Fire Activity
By: Michael A. Gergora
Assistant Chief
Arson Fire!

On April 15, 2014, at approximately
12:43AM, Boca Raton Fire Rescue
Services responded to a report of a
structure fire located at 140 NW 11th
Street. Upon their arrival, first arriving units saw flames and smoke.
Firefighters quickly extinguished the
fire but not before the fire caused an
estimated $70,000 worth of damage
to the structure and its contents.
The fire is under investigation by
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
Investigators, with the assistance of
Boca Raton Police Department and
the Florida State Fire Marshal’s Office, as being suspicious. There
were no reported injuries and the
property was secured for the investigation.
Construction Accident!

On April 22, 2014, at approximately
11:27PM, A-Platoon responded to a
construction accident at 1175 Spanish River Road. Three construction

workers were injured when the formwork for a second story tie-beam
collapsed while concrete was being
poured. One patient was a Trauma
Alert, another was transported to
Boca Raton Regional Hospital, and
the third patient was treated on
scene.

Fire & Life
Safety
By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief
Waterstone
Formerly known as the Bridge Hotel
at 999 E Camino Real, Waterstone
will probably be open under a TCO
sometime beginning in May. Under
its new owners, the property will be
completely renovated from the 1st to
the 10th floors. The entrance into the
property remained the same but
other changes include: entrance to
the building, the second floor garage, the first floor outside dining
area, the new pool and the fire protection systems. It is recommended
that crews visit the property over the
next week to become familiar with
the new property layout.

FAU Student Housing
By driving down Dixie Highway, one
can see that this project is beginning
to take shape. The complex for the
expected four hundred students is
on 20th Street between Dixie High-

way and Boca Raton Boulevard.
The buildings are being formed very
quickly on this project and Life
Safety Inspections are expected to
begin within the next few months.

Camden Update
As of yesterday, all of the drywall
work had been completed up to the
4th floor and they were working on
finishing up the 5th floor. The fire
sprinkler work is being done by
Wayne’s Automatic, and sprinkler
work has been completed up to the
5th floor. Partial sprinkler work and
inspections have taken place on the
6th floor. They are beginning to
allow access for traffic One Way on
1st Street, but it is still best if you
access the property off of East
Royal Palm Road and enter through
the parking lot. They have just over
two more floors to go until completion of the sprinklers. They anticipate opening this summer in July
(according to management).
Danburg
A new project proposed “DR Danburg” is going through the planning
process. The project is located on
14 acres at Congress and Clint
Moore Road and would be a mixed
use. The proposal has five fourstory building types with approximately 43 residential units per building. A single-story clubhouse is
included in the current proposal. It
also has two retail-type buildings
with approximately fifty-one thousand feet of retail area.
A publication of :
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Ste 200

Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851
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Boca Raton Army Airfield
(BRAAF)
Fire Department
Most Notable Incidents
May & June 1944
By Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Please see the Boca Raton Fire Rescue SeptemberOctober 2011 Newsletter, Pages 2 and 3, for a feature
article about the BRAAF Fire Department. All recent Newsletters can be accessed on our web site at
http://myboca.us/fire/newsletters.shtm
Seventy years ago, between May and June 1944,
BRAAF FD experienced their busiest and deadliest
two months. The least damaging of the incidents
were 1 automobile fire and 23 brush fires in May and
the 14 brush fires in June. They were described as
“brush fires of little consequence”. The “Band Dayroom” structure fire occurred on May 19, 1944 and it
was a complete loss. The entire crew of nine men
were killed on May 12, 1944, when a B-34 plane
crashed on the runway during takeoff for a routine
radar training mission. This incident was recorded as
follows: “The month revealed the greatest loss of life
and property in the annals of the fire department on
the base since its inauguration.” A second deadly
crash occurred on May 31, 1944. The Director of
Training and Director of the Ground School were
both killed when their UC-78 aircraft crashed near
Jupiter, Florida. There were several other aircraft
incidents, including a B-17 with an engine catching
fire shortly after takeoff on May 27, 1944, and a tire
blowing off an AB-34 aircraft on takeoff. All these
incidents led to discussions of better fire department
staffing and construction of two new crash fire stations. Six additional firefighters were added, bringing
the total to 61, with hopes of reaching 101 firefighters. These events also led to better communication
between Fire Station #1 and all sub-fire stations.
Enhanced aircraft firefighter training also was a result of these unfortunate events.
Original Research Sources: Unclassified U.S. military documents obtained from the Air Force Historical Research Agency at Maxwell Air Force Base,
Alabama, Accident-Report.com MACR #44-5-12-11
& the Boca Raton Historical Society.

Firefighting at the Band Dayroom fire

Aftermath of the Band Dayroom fire

Aftermath of the Band Dayroom fire
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B-34 Crash – May 12, 1944
May 12, 2014 marks the 70th anniversary of the deadliest
incident at the Boca Raton Army Airfield. The nine soldiers
lost on that tragic day were:

First Lt. William H. Carson - Pilot
South Carolina, age 23
First Lt. Jacob M. Buie - Student Radar Operator
Florida, age 22
First Lt. Thomas A. Lamont - Student Radar Operator
New York, age 27
First Lt. John J. Lominac - Student Radar Operator
North Carolina, age 25
First Lt. Benjamin P. Sibley - Student Radar Operator
Massachusetts, age 27
Staff Sergeant Frank L. Bursaw - Radio Operator
Missouri, age 31
Sergeant John S. Safieko - Radar Instructor
Wisconsin, age 25
PFC Norman R. Steiner - Student Engineer
New York, age 20
Private Robert E. Locke - Aerial Engineer
Ohio, age 22
On May 12, 1944 at 8:17AM, the B-34 was taking off in an
easterly direction from the west end of the East/West runway. It had traveled 3,400 feet east and lifted off at an altitude of about 35 feet when it veered left and hit the ground,
cart-wheeling. It stopped upside down and in flames. The
final resting place of the aircraft fuselage was 800 feet east of
the east end of the East/West runway and 200 feet north of
that point. By my calculations, the aircraft came to rest at
what today is the intersection of North University Drive and
FAU Blvd. on the Florida Atlantic University campus.

B-34 Firefighting

B-34 Firefighting

There was an ambulance and crash unit shed at the airfield,
but no permanent fire stations on the flight line in May 1944.
As a result, most of the airfield firefighting coverage at the
shed was done by rotating crews from the structural fire stations in 6 hour blocks. Crash Fire Station #1 was completed
on April 21, 1945. Crash Fire Station #2 was completed in
September 1945. Once the two crash fire stations were completed, they separated the crash units into a separate Fire Department. Lonnie W. Cook, Sr. continued to serve as the fire
chief of the structural crews and L.L. Latour became the fire
chief of the crash crews.

B-34 Firefighting
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B-34 Crash Investigation
An Air Corps Accident Review Board, made up of one Colonel
and three Majors took 19 written witness statements on May 13,
1944. The witnesses varied widely on the altitude of the B-34
just before it crashed. The average of the 10 estimates placed it
at 35 feet above the ground. Five witnesses thought the aircraft
didn’t have enough speed before lifting off and four stated it
lifted off too soon. Physical evidence of the condition of the left
engine post-crash indicated that it had lost power, as testified by
the Major in charge of Shop Maintenance and the General Superintendant of Shop Maintenance. One witness spoke with the
only soldier to initially survive the crash, First Lt. Jacob Buie.
He gave no indication as to the cause of the crash, as he was
only concerned for his comrades still inside the wrecked burning
aircraft. Buie died at 2:20PM at the base hospital. The Board
issued its findings on May 22, 1944 and wrote: “It is the opinion
of the Board that RB-34A-1 type airplane, serial number 4138045, crashed due to the loss of power of the left engine shortly
after take-off at the critical time when a successful single engine
operation would be extremely difficult.” The Board also alluded
to a possible failure of the fuel pump serving the engine and that
the 750 plus hours of operation could have been a factor. All B34’s at BRAAF were taken out of service and removed from the
facility between September and October 1944, due to obsolescence.
A 1/72 Minicraft scale model of a B-34 is on display in Chief
Wood’s office. It was professionally built, painted, and custom
markings applied to best represent 41-38045, by Paul Boyer of
Cedarburg, Wisconsin. An accompanying plaque reads: “On
May 12, 1944 a US Army Air Corps Lockheed B-34 Lexington
bomber, as depicted by the model, crashed on take-off at the
Boca Raton Army Airfield (BRAAF). The flaming wreckage
came to rest at what in 2014 is the intersection of North University Drive & FAU Blvd. at Florida Atlantic University. All nine
soldiers onboard died.”

B-34 Aftermath

B-34 Aftermath

As we approach Memorial Day 2014 please keep these nine
soldiers and all the U.S. military personnel that have died, in
your thoughts and prayers.

B-34 Aftermath

