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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Dr. Jack Kareff,
Assistant Medical Director
Passed Away
Dr. Jack Kareff, age 58, passed
away on December 2, 2013 and his
funeral service was held on December 7, 2013. Dr. Kareff served our
Department as an Assistant Medical
Director for 16 years.
The following excerpt is from his
obituary: Jack is survived by his
two sons, Sam and Michael Kareff,
and his step-daughter, Talia Nassetta. Jack was born to Simon Kareff and Ada Karmazin, immigrants
from Poland and Canada, on January 4, 1955 in Buffalo, New York.
He moved to South Florida in the
early eighties where he practiced
emergency medicine until his death.
Jack had a remarkable sense of
humor. He filled the hearts of his
family and friends with joy and lightened his patients’ moods during
their most trying hours. In addition
to sharing his wit with others, his
passion for medicine was felt by
those he treated and worked alongside in the Emergency Room.

Two Large Donations
The Woodfield Country Club HOA
and The Country Club at Woodfield,
Inc. were very generous this year.
Each organization donated $1,500,
for a total of $3,000, to our
“Department Gift Fund.” Letters of
acknowledgement and appreciation
were sent in return.
Retirement
Firefighter/Driver Donnie Craig retired on December 30, 2013, with 26
years of service. Donnie didn’t wish
to have a “Last Roll Call Ceremony,”
so send him a note to wish him well.
Promotions
Joe Ildefonso was promoted to Fire
Inspector on January 3, 2014. Bill
Swoope was promoted to Firefighter/Driver, effective January 15,
2014. Congratulations to both employees.

10 New Firefighters
The “Badge & Award Ceremony” for
our ten new firefighters was held on
Friday, January 10, 2014. The newest members of our family are:
Randy Prokos, Joseph Gandolfo,
Tyler Rochefort, Ryan Gerwig,
John Schiano, Aaron Hyde, Maverick Daughtrey, Kyle Graham,
Jonathan Taylor, and Joseph Germano. Please wish them well as
they start their tours of duty.

For photos of the
Badge & Awards Ceremony,
see Pages 8, 9, & 10!

Citizen Courage Award
Chris Scheiblich
Chris Scheiblich’s supervisor,
Wayne Anderson, relayed the following information:
Chris has
worked in Facilities Maintenance for
the past nine years and has proven
to be an asset within the section.
Specifically, he was working on the
morning of Thursday, September 5,
2013, at Fire Station 2, when he
witnessed a vehicle accident on Palmetto Park Road, directly in front of
the fire station. Without hesitation,
Chris immediately rushed to aid the
accident victim. After quickly assessing the situation, and realizing
the victim was in need of medical
attention, Chris summoned the help
of the crew at Station 2. The victim
was extricated from the mangled
vehicle and transported to Boca
Raton Regional Hospital. After
months of medical treatment, we’ve
just been informed by the parents of
the accident victim that she has
made a full recovery, thanks in part
to the quick, unselfish response of
Chris Scheiblich.
We are thankful for your actions.
Chris was awarded our “Citizen
Courage Award,” on January 10th,
which is inscribed with the following
C.S. Lewis quote: “Courage is not
simply one of the virtues, but the
form of every virtue at the testing
point.” Congratulations!
Excellence Award
Firefighter Irena Elmstrom
Battalion Chief Brett Lea has been
monitoring the progress of Firefighter Irena Elmstrom and reported the following: Irena has been
a competitor in the Firefighter Combat Challenge for ten years and has
represented Boca Raton Fire Rescue for the last seven years. Over
the past two years, Irena has been
the only firefighter from Boca Raton
who has been able to participate in
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this physically demanding competition. During this two-year period,
she has competed in over fourteen
events, earning nine gold medals
and four silver medals.
Irena is a two-time “World Champion,” as well as a two-time “Grand
National Champion” (compiling the
most points during a competition
season). Irena's “World Record
Time” in the “Co-ed Tandem Event,”
which she held for over two years,
was just recently broken by only
three seconds. Irena's goal for the
2014 season is to regain the record,
beat her personal best time of 2:44
in
the
“Female
Individual Competition,” and to build a
“South Florida Female Relay Team”
that can become “National Champions.”
In addition, Irena has been invited
to be a judge in a new firefighter
competition called, "Throw Down,"
being introduced at “Firehouse
World,” next year in San Diego.
The new program will consist of
various fitness challenges similar to
the “Cross-Fit Games.”
For all her efforts and achievements, she was awarded our Department Excellence Award, which
is inscribed with the Vince Lombardi
quote: “The quality of a person's life
is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, regardless of
their chosen field of endeavor” on
January 10th. Congratulations!

Excellence Award
ALS Competition Teams
Our ALS Competition Teams competed in Omaha, Nebraska on November 16, 2013, at Creighton Uni-

versity, at their own personal expense. As always, our teams represented us well. Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Team A came in first place
and Team B came in second place.
Team A is Lieutenant Jeff Lazzeri,
Lieutenant Shea Miller and Firefighter Tony Jerina. Team B is Firefighter Evan Gaub, Firefighter
Robert Parks and Firefighter Scott
Hauss. The scenario was a lightning strike during a wedding ceremony with seven patients. The
teams had to treat the following conditions/injuries: cardiac arrest, 30%
burns with intubation needed, intoxication with a head injury, pediatric
with an open fracture to the arm,
intoxication with a burn to the face, a
malfunctioning pacemaker, and an
obvious death.
All six were awarded Department
Excellence Awards on January 10th,
which are inscribed with the Vince
Lombardi quote; "The quality of a person's life is in direct proportion to their
commitment to excellence, regardless of
their chosen field of endeavor." Congratulations!

Excellence Awards
Dog Rescues
On November 1, 2013, Truck 4,
staffed by Captain Michael Davanzo, Firefighter/Driver Jared Vermeulen and Firefighter Donnie
Mullens, responded to a vehicle
crash at 5100 Congress Ave. While
at the scene of this two-vehicle
crash, a citizen approached Truck 4
and reported that two dogs were
locked inside a vehicle with the windows up and vehicle not running.
Command of the crash scene was
turned over to Medic 4 and the Truck
4 crew went to investigate the citizen’s concern. When they arrived,

they found a Ford Explorer locked
and not running. They noticed the
dogs were not doing well, and they
were breathing very erratically. One
of the dogs began to have a seizure.
They could not locate the owner of
the vehicle. Therefore, the crew
forced entry into the vehicle by
breaking a window and brought the
dogs to a cool shaded area. The
dogs seemed to be getting worse
and there were indications they
were suffering from heat stroke. The
crew was told that Calusa Animal
Hospital was very close to their location. Captain Davanzo decided quick
action was needed, and they transported the dogs to the animal hospital with Truck 4. The veterinary
nurses and doctors reported that the
dogs were indeed suffering from
heat stroke, and they were in grave
condition. Following animal hospital
treatment, one dog died and one
dog lived.

All three were awarded Department
Excellence Awards on January 10th,
which are inscribed with the Vince
Lombardi quote; "The quality of a person's life is in direct proportion to their
commitment to excellence, regardless of
their chosen field of endeavor." Congratulations!
Until next time…be safe.

Monday, January 20, 2014
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Fire & Life
Safety
By:
David Woodside
Assistant Chief

Happy New Year to you and your
families from the Fire and Life
Safety Division. We hope that everyone had a joyous holiday experience.
The year 2013 produced about a 25
percent increase in total inspections
over the previous year, with Fire
Inspectors completing over 7,100
inspections. September was the
busiest month, during which 891
inspections were conducted. Even
though construction inspections are
a priority, more than 1,700 existing
inspections were completed, touching over 675 addresses in this program. The majority of existing inspections took place in the areas of
map pages SE 1 and SE 5.
The Division also reviewed over
1,700 plans in 2013; the majority of
the plans were interior alterations.
In addition, 81 code case actions
towards a Special Magistrate hearing were conducted during 2013.
Five of the eighteen active code
cases have been closed, and the
Division is working on bringing
safety compliance to the other
cases that remain open.

tary-age students. August was the
busiest month, with the division supporting
back-to-school
events
throughout the City; 48 percent of
the activities included a fire apparatus in the educational activity.
Thanks to all who contributed to the
Fire and Life Safety Division having
a productive year. We are looking
forward to, again, serving the public
in a positive manner in 2014.

Clerical Corner
by Sue Sova

Vacation Picks
Well, my portion of the vacation
picks is over. I have to say, it went
pretty smoothly. (I hope you all feel
the same.) Only a few “bumps,” but
overall, you all did a fantastic job of
answering my calls, knowing what
you wanted, and checking Google
Docs to make sure it was available. I
thank you for that. Thanks to Chief
Scott for making it painless for me;
and special thanks to Tom Giddings
for creating the program to ease the
process. The best part was being
able to speak to each one of you,
something I don’t get to do often
enough. Thanks again & Happy New
Year!

Also noteworthy, 348 special events
permits and 38 flow tests were processed at Fire Administration this
past year. This represents a ten
percent increase over 2012.
The Division invested over 200
hours in 77 public education events,
reaching over 24,000 participants in
2013. The majority of participants
were kindergarteners and elemen-

Valentine’s Day
February 14, 2014

JANUARY
01/01
01/05
01/07
01/10
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/12
01/12
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/17
01/17
01/18
01/18
01/21
01/22
01/23
01/23
01/25
01/26
01/27
01/28
01/29
01/30
01/30
FEBRUARY
02/01
02/03
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/05
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/12
02/15
02/18
02/18

William Puchalski
Shaun Fix
William Fowler
Randy Lowe
Don Mullens
Sean Moss
Robert Rubino
Scott Cannarozzi
Brian Glisson
John Treanor
Sherry Griffith
Shelly Griffith
Aaron Walden
Eric Hanks
Patty Van Buskirk
Mike Gergora
Gary Swedenborg
Lange Jacobs
Raul Reyes
Evan Gaub
David Weaver
Patrick Kelly
Craig Ashley
Mario Eaton
Ron Devecki
Matthew Welhalf
Keith Miller
Craig Montgomery
Erik Solensten
Curt Berryman
Patrick Rea
Scott Shadoin
Carmen Aragona
Amy Ross
Marcus Cooper
Amor Victoria Osborn
Jason Owens
Eric Alexander
Joseph Ildefonso
Christopher Neville
Jeffery Lazzeri
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02/18
02/20
02/20
02/25
02/28
MARCH
03/01
03/02
03/05
03/05
03/10

Randy Prokos
Brunna Cinotto
Justin Ghanem
Jay Sumner
Joseph Henry

viewed on many mobile and desktop
devices. Training will be conducted
in early January and they will go in
effect January 10, 2014. Although
this protocol update was originally
planned to be minor, over 60 updates were made.

Shannon Frederick
Lenny Marrafino
James Barry
Chad Kozloski
Mike Francis

is time to judge each other on
something different, considering
how much easier intubations have
become.
For those who have not had the
opportunity to use the King Vision
system or are in a similar mindset to
the one I used to have, I strongly
encourage you to give it a try. In
time, I am confident you will wonder
how you ever functioned without it.

EMS
By:
John Treanor
Division Chief

INFRASCANNER 2000 UPDATE
The study we were invited to participate in has been canceled. The
company and Dr. Zucker could not
come to an agreement over the
terms of the study.
DocuMed
The new DocuMed software has
been received and is scheduled to
be deployed in the first quarter of
2014. There are many changes that
should make the program easier to
use. Captain Ashley and I will be
testing it soon.
PC Gateways
The PC Gateways for transmitting
12 lead ECGs to the hospitals have
been fully instituted. We have not
experienced any transmission issues since their installation. Although working well, this technology
seems to be changing extremely
fast. The EMS Division will constantly monitor changes in this area
and reevaluate our system as
needed.
Protocols
Dr. Cohen has approved our new
protocols and they have been distributed. These protocols have been
delivered electronically and can be

Video Laryngoscopes
The Department has been using
video laryngoscopes for quite a
while now with a great deal of success. The EMS Captain’s vehicle
was first to receive one of these devices many years ago; it was called
the Res-Q-Scope. The Glidescope
came next and were placed on all
frontline medic units. Unfortunately,
the Glidescope was very costly to
maintain and took some effort to
learn how to use. The King Vision
has now replaced the Glidescope in
our inventory and is available on all
medic units, engines, and truck companies. The King Vision is very simple to operate and requires very little
training.
When I first came in contact with one
of these devices, I was very skeptical. My mentality at the time was; if
we used these devices on every call,
when the time came for us to use
the old technique, we would not be
able to perform it as well as we had
in the past. I am ashamed to admit
it; I was simply not willing to accept
change. Regardless of my skepticism, I began using these types of
devices anyway. I can honestly say,
video laryngoscopes are here to stay
and I wish I had accepted them
sooner. When I became a paramedic, it seemed our peers judged
our abilities based on whether or not
we could intubate well. With video
laryngoscopes now on every unit, it

Logistics and
Support
By:
Michael A. Gergora

Assistant Chief
Hello from the
Logistics and Support Division!
Happy New Year to All!
Lots of things are happening as the
New Year unfolds. Our ten newest
firefighters will have completed their
eight-week orientation training and
will be taking up their respective
shifts and station assignments.
They were issued their new bunker
gear in time for the transition to Fire
Operations. Congratulations on a
job well done by both the recruits
and all the instructors involved in
their success!
We should be receiving the two
9.9HP outboard motors any day
now. They were held up in shipping
by all the severe weather, along
with millions of holiday presents.
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It is “out with the old and in with the
new,” as denoted by the pictures
above. At last, we have the arrival of
our new modular Training building at
our Fire Support Facility. This was a
year in the making. We should be
able to start using the classroom by
February 1, 2014.

Training
By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief

Other outstanding
Fire Rescue issues:
Apparatus:
 New Engine 2 was placed in service on December 23, 2013
 We received both of our new utility trailers
Equipment:
 New Pro Bar halligans replaced
the current tools that were on all
of the Medic Units. Thank you
Captain Duffy for your efforts.
Facilities:
 New lounge furniture was delivered to Stations 2, 4, 5 & 8.
Please let me know if you have any
suggestions for improvements to our
equipment, stations, or uniforms; and
stop in my office anytime that you are
at Fire Administration.
Wishing all of you the very best always!!!
Until then - Stay Safe
and Professional!

“Top of the morning!”
from the Training Division
The Training Division welcomes
Captain Chris King to the division;
he brings a “new perspective” and
we’re happy to have him aboard.
The scheduled training events for
the month of January consist of:
1. 2014 Protocol training the week
of January 7-10
2. Company Officer Development
training the week of January 1417, 2014 (Company officers that
are required to attend the Officer
Development training program at
Coral Springs Fire Academy
should have notified Assistant
Chief La Salle of their preferred
attendance dates.)
3. Hazmat make-up training occurs
every Monday during the month
of January

Support (CTOS) consists of outside
speakers being brought in to conduct
a 24-hour Responder Operations
class January 28-30. Those personnel desiring to attend the class need
to email Suzanne Dickens at sdickens@myboca.us or call her at 9824042 as soon as possible.
Scheduled events for the month of
February include:
1. Department Annual Physicals,
which start the beginning of February
2. Hands-on extrication training will
be conducted the first two weeks
of February
3. Coral Springs Fire Academy will
be conducting the Apparatus/
Hydraulic Class at Boca Raton
Fire Rescue the week of February 10-14, 2014
4. Apparatus/ Operator will be conducted the week of February 1722, 2014 (Additional registration
information will be forthcoming.)

On a final note, the Training Division
would like to congratulate the new
firefighters on completion of Phase 1
of the Firefighter Orientation. Several
Boca Raton Fire Rescue personnel
gave their time to make sure these
individuals had the most up-to-date
training possible. They are schedAlso, Counter Terrorism Operations uled to start shift on January 14,
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2014. Please make them feel welcome. They have all been assigned
to knowledgeable and enthusiastic
crews.

Special
Operations
By:
Norm Engel
Division Chief

I hope the holidays and start of the
New Year has met your expectations. From what the “experts” say,
January 6th is the most depressing
time of the year, so I’m happy to
report its January 7th and I’m fine!!
We completed our recert Haz-Mat
training and are now working on the
“make-ups” so we can get all our
technicians signed off to remain in
compliance with local, state and
national standards and guidelines.

some of our personnel to play a key
role in the Presidential Debate, assisting with the Preventive Radiological/Nuclear
Detection
Mission
(PRND).
By the time this newsletter is published, I’m hoping that our fire boat
has undergone - or is in the process
of - retrofitting with new tubes. The
tubes on our rigid hull inflatable are
original and have come to the end of
their life span, so to speak. Considering the age of the tubes and the
environment in which the fire boat
operates, they held up, as well as
possible. Boat 3 will look brand new
and be operationally fit with the new
tubes.
Congratulations to our ten new firefighters on completing their orientation training and being assigned to
their new shifts. Welcome aboard!!

We hope all eligible personnel will
take part in the upcoming Lieutenant’s examination. The examination
posting will be posted by the time
you read this, with a late April test
date. The Department will also conduct several other examinations this
year, for Captain and EMS Captain.
This is the time to start looking at
the position requirements and make
sure that you meet all of the necessary requirements.
Until next time be safe…Happy New
Year!
“With the new day comes new
strength and new thoughts.”
- Eleanor Roosevelt -

Operations
By:
Daryl Scott
Assistant Chief

During the last week of January, we
will be hosting a WMD Radiological/
Nuclear Responder Operations
Course, taught by the Counter Terrorism Operations Support (CTOS)
personnel from the Department of
Homeland Security. The class is
open to all first responders from fire,
law enforcement, the Department of
Health, and emergency room personnel. This is a three-day, twentyfour hour class that will give students the hands-on training required
to reduce and/or mitigate the effects
of a radiological release. CTOS is
the same agency that provided the
specialized training that enabled

partment will have conducted the
station bids. In addition, our annual
medical physicals will be scheduled
starting the beginning of February.

Well, 2013 has come and gone and
the New Year is here with some
changes already taking place - and
with several challenges coming up in
the future.
The Operations Division would like
to wish Firefighter Driver Don Craig
the best of luck with his recent retirement. Don completed his last shift
on December 30, 2013, and served
the Department for just over 25
years.
Congratulations, Don, on
your retirement.
It is that time of the year again and,
by the time you read this, the De-

JANUARY
Ronald Hartley
Bruce Angier
Mitchell Greenberg
Randy Hunsinger
Gary Keidel
Robert Lemons
Mary Murphy
Robert Nelligan
Gerald O’Brien
Robert Schade
Gary Swedenborg
Douglas Webb
Shaun Fix
Michael Gergora
Leonard Marraffino
Jeff Matheson
Scott Brooks
Pat Rea
John Treanor
Donald West
Sherry Griffith
Shelley Griffith
James Sumner

29
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
25
25
25
24
19
19
19
19
19
19
18

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

Page 7
Eric David
Phil Santa Maria
Raul Chacon
Scott Shadoin
George Fox
Donald Horn
Brian “Keith” Miller
Ryan Cihowiak
Chris Innerst

16
16
15
15
14
11
11
10
10

FEBRUARY
Chris Schulz
Donnie Mullens
Jack Culligan
Aaron Oatley
Scott Clark
James Cuomo
Bryan Walton
Craig Montgomery
Jason Stout
Alejandro Callegari
Jesse Duffy
David Eddinger
Adam Elliott
John McClain
Daniel Rush
Joseph Johnson
Raul Reyes

32
26
24
24
20
20
15
12
12
9
9
9
9
9
9
7
7

Administrative
Services
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief

In preparing for 2014, we have a lot
of upcoming events that I would like
you to put on your calendars. First
of all, there’s our annual Fire Expo
2014. The decision was made to
move the Expo back to the Town
Center Mall from the FAU Campus.
The exposure and overall location
was the main reason; however, it
really doesn’t matter where we have
this wonderful event, if we don’t
have the volunteers to support it.
Your participation and investment in
our Expo will be the telltale sign as

to whether or not it is successful.
This year, we want to incorporate
more “hands on” scenarios, which is
what the citizens and visitors are
asking for! Finally, not to beat a
dead horse, but this requires more
volunteers than ever before. So,
consider coming out on Saturday,
February 22, 2014, from 10:00am to
3:00pm and let’s show the people
what BRFRS is all about. Call or email me for more details and to sign
up for an assignment.
Next, we have a guest speaker in
March, Fire Chief Dennis Rubin
(Ret.), from the Washington, D.C.
Fire Department. Chief Rubin will be
delivering his world-renowned lecture at our 6500 Auditorium on Tuesday, March 4, and repeating the
same lecture on Wednesday, March
5, from 8:00am to 5:00pm. The Department has graciously paid for the
seminar and is offering compensatory time for all BRFRS employees
attending. We are also in the process of trying to obtaining CEUs for
the course. So, don’t delay, go to the
City’s website and register today!
The information is listed on the flyer
attached to this newsletter.
Lastly, a short lecture will be given
by me on planning for the future
here at BRFRS. Don’t wait to continue your education and preparation
to further your career and enhance
this Department. I believe the future
within this organization is great. This
is, in part, due to the excellent quality of people we have employed
here! Don’t expect opportunity to
come knocking on your door. Prepare yourself for every opportunity
that arises and put yourself in a position for success. This organization
will see a lot of changes within the
next five years. What are you doing
to prepare for the future???

Monday, February 17, 2014

Presidents’ Day never falls
on the actual birthday of any
American president. Four
chief executives—George
Washington, William Henry
Harrison, Abraham Lincoln
and Ronald Reagan—were
born in February, but their
birthdays all come either too
early or late to coincide with
Presidents’ Day, which is always celebrated on the third
Monday of the month.

Please take a look at the
birthdays and service years
listed. This information is
obtained from our internal
systems and we want to ensure that it is correct. If you
find an error or omission,
please contact Vanessa
Hines at: 561-982-4019 or
vhines@myboca.us
Thank you!

A publication of :
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Ste 200

Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851
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Ethics and Leadership
for the Fire Service
***@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@ @@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ @@@@@@@@@@@@@_

Presented By:

Chief Dennis Rubin

Hosted By:

Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue—Auditorium
Boca Raton, FL 33487

Date:

March 4, 2014 & repeated on March 5

Time:

8:30 AM — 5:30 PM

This seminar is based on textbooks written by Chief Rubin:
“DC Fire” and “Rube’s Rules for Leadership”
Chief Dennis Rubin will be sharing some insight of the inter-workings of some of America’s largest Fire &
EMS Departments. Discussion will include various case studies and he will describe how these issues
were resolved and what the outcome was of the solutions that were selected and actually implemented.
Chief Rubin has also developed his personal list of “rules to live by” over the past four decades and will
share these 13 “Mission Critical” rules in an open, honest, and humorous way. Discussions will include
how you can adopt these 13 rules and implement them in your own leadership style. You will get Rubin’s
insight about these 13 rules and much more of his leadership philosophy during this guided discussion with
a Chief who has served in some of America’s largest Fire & Rescue Departments.
Dress Code: We respectfully request that all attendees wear their Department uniforms
with a collared shirt or dress business casual.
Seminar is free to City of Boca Raton employees
Use Promo Code: BRFRSEMP
Registration deadline: Monday, February 24, 2014
City employees may register by visiting www.bocafire.net; click on “Community Programs” and follow the prompts. The Promo Code for employees is: BRFRSEMP. If you
are unable to access the website, please call 561-982-4042.
Class B Uniform required for all BRFRS employees, compensatory time is being offered
Currently seeking State Fire College approval for seminar

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

