A publication by the staff of the City of Boca Raton Fire-Rescue Services Department

Sept-Oct 2016

BOCA FIRE RESCUE NET
http://www.ci.boca-raton.fl.us/fire/newsletters.shtm

Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

September 11, 2001
15th Anniversary
Chief Wood will give the following
speech at the NJROTC 9-11 Ceremony at the Boca Raton High School
Auditorium on Friday, September 9,
2016 (open to BRHS students and
staff):
We pause today to remember the
nearly 3,000 innocent people who
perished on September 11th 2001,
when America came under attack.
It started at 8:46AM that day, when
American Airlines Flight 11, from
Boston, hit the World Trade Center
Tower One in New York City.
At 9:03AM, United Airlines Flight 175
from Boston crashed into Tower
Two.
American Airlines Flight 77 left Dulles Airport and hit the Pentagon in
Washington DC at 9:37AM.

The building had been burning for an
hour and 42 minutes. The collapse
of the Twin Towers also caused several neighboring buildings to collapse and others to be heavily damaged.

By now, Lower Manhattan was covered with a cloud of toxic dust,
smoke, and debris. New York City
Firefighters and Police Officers and
Port Authority Police Officers rushed
to the scene upon the very first attack earlier that morning. An estimated 18,000 occupants of the two
Towers were rescued and evacuated prior to the collapses.
Among the nearly 3,000 dead that
day were:
343 New York City Firefighters,
37 Port Authority Police Officers,
23 New York City Police Officers,
7 Other Law Enforcement Officers
8 Private Ambulance EMTs
and 55 active U.S. military personnel
at the Pentagon.

Fifty-Six minutes after the second
crash, the 110-story Tower Two collapsed… it was 9:59AM.
At 10:03AM, passengers aboard
United Airlines Flight 93 from Newark struggled with terrorists, and the
aircraft bound to hit another landmark in Washington DC crashed in a
field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
World Trade Center Tower One, also
110 stories, collapsed at 10:28AM.

In addition to remembering all those
who have died, we should also remember and pray for all the people
who are still suffering today from
their injuries and illnesses, especially the estimated 40,000 firefighters, police officers, other rescue
workers, and victims who were exposed to the toxic dust of Ground
Zero and are still experiencing respiratory difficulties and other symptoms fifteen years later. An article in
the New York Times, dated August
2006, labeled these firefighters and
police officers as our “Poisoned Heroes.” To date, 92 of these FDNY
heroes have died as a result of their
injuries and exposure to the dust at
the World Trade Center. By July
2014, the New York Post claimed
2,500 Ground Zero workers have
cancer. Another account lists the
19,000 people that have registered
claims with the September 11th Victims Compensation Fund, as a result of exposure on 9/11.

I will give you my personal perspective…

During the Global War on Terror in
Iraq and Afghanistan, 6,828 U.S.
soldiers were killed.
Ten Palm
Beach County soldiers have been
honored at the Global War on Terrorism Memorial at Lake Lytal Park
in West Palm Beach.

First, let me state that I was here in
Boca Raton working as a Deputy
Fire Chief on that morning. I saw
the events unfold on the television,
as did many other Americans.
When I saw the second airliner hit
Tower 2, I said to my fellow employees: “That was no accident; we are
under attack.”

Page 2

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

Prior to 9/11, most firefighters and
police officers in America had under
gone terrorism training provided by
the federal government. This came
on the heels of the first World Trade
Center attack on February 26, 1993.
A truck bomb exploded in the parking
garage under Tower One, killing 6
people and injuring over 1,000 people. We had been told to expect
more attacks in our training classes;
however, it still came as a shock.
As the full tragedy unfolded, firefighters around the country were deeply
saddened by the whole event and,
specifically, by the supreme sacrifice
by 343 of New York’s Bravest.

Administrative
Services
By:
John Treanor
Assistant Chief

Firefighters across Palm Beach
County will participate in a 9/11
Remembrance Ceremony on Sunday, September 11, 2016 at 4:00PM
at the Palm Beach Gardens Community High School. The general
public is also welcome to attend.
Personnel Changes
Firefighter Jesus Rodriquez retired
on August 12, 2016, after serving the
Department for 17 years. We all wish
him well with his retirement and his
endeavors with his pallet business.

I see a line drawn between those
that were actively working that day
and those who have come to start
their careers afterward. There is a
huge emotional scar on the hearts of
those older public safety employees.
When I visited New York City Fire
Department in the summer of 2008
and again in 2013, I witnessed firsthand the pain of losing so many
close friends and brothers. For the
older firefighters, the pain was still on
their faces and the memories weren’t
far away. The younger firefighters,
while cognizant of the tragic events,
had a more optimistic and cheerful
persona.
For me…the lyrics in Alan Jackson’s
song…Where Were You When the
World Stopped Turning…still hits a
strong emotional chord. I will never
forget!
Thank you …
and God Bless America!

Captain Randy Lowe’s last shift will
be September 28th. Randy will have
served the Department for 35 years.
Please wish him well before he departs.
Jesus Barrera was promoted to
Lieutenant and Matt Grunke was
promoted to Firefighter/Driver on August 29, 2016. Please congratulate
both of these employees. A ceremony will be scheduled soon.
Until next time…be safe.
Columbus Day
Monday, October 10, 2016

Hurricane Season
As we are all aware, hurricane season began on June 1st and ends on
November 30th. As of this writing,
there have been nine tropical depressions, with four that turned into
tropical storms and four that turned
into hurricanes. Luckily, none of
these have greatly affected Boca
Raton; however, we cannot let our
guard down, there are still a few
months left in the season. Please
ensure you are prepared in the
event our Emergency Response
Plan is activated.
Significant Calls
There have been several significant
incidents since the last newsletter
publication. These incidents include
structure fires at Calusa Veterinary
Hospital, the Extended Stay Hotel,
and a single-family residence. In
addition, there was a Level 1 MCI
and an elevated rescue involving a
semi-tractor trailer. Our basic, as
well as advanced, training help us
deal with not only the above incidents but many others that we respond to daily. Your training, professionalism, and dedication makes a
difference to those people we respond to; please keep up the great
work.
Zika
Zika is a virus that causes mild signs
and symptoms or no symptoms at
all. If symptoms occur, they usually
are fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis. Some people also complain of muscle pain and headache.
For most people, the virus runs its
course and there are no issues. The
reason we are so concerned over
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Zika is the fact that a pregnant
woman can pass the virus to her unborn child. The Center for Disease
Control (CDC) states, “Zika infection
during pregnancy can cause a serious birth defect called microcephaly
and other severe fetal brain defects.”
The CDC also states, “There is no
evidence that past Zika infection
poses an increased risk of birth defects in future pregnancies.”

Zika is spread by mosquitos, as well
as sexual contact, with someone infected. Unfortunately, there is no
vaccine for the virus at the current
time. The State of Florida has asked
all first responders to assist in preventing the spread of the virus by
educating the public on mosquito
control. This includes the use of EPA
-registered insect repellents and the
removal of standing water where
mosquitoes could lay eggs. Please
see the CDC’s website (https://
www.cdc.gov/zika) for more information.
Promotions
On July 18th, David Eddinger was
promoted to Captain and Jonathan
Vought to Lieutenant. On August
29th, Jesus Barrera was promoted to
Lieutenant and Matt Grunke to Firefighter/Driver. Please join me in congratulating them. I am confident they
will excel in their new roles.

Training

September
09/01 Scott Sieben
09/04 Ryan Kelly
09/05 Vanessa Hines
09/08 Michael Lucas
09/09 Jesus Rodriguez
09/10 Adam Ziegenfuss
09/12 Scott Kovi
09/12 William Zimmerman
09/14 Thomas Giddings
09/16 Susan Sova
09/18 David Weyer
09/20 James Haag
09/20 Donald Horn
09/20 Stephanie Barrera
09/22 Jesse Duffy
09/27 Cameron Hartley
09/28 Jeffrey Ross
October
10/04 Randy Hunsinger
10/04 Jeff Matheson
10/08 Michael Sklark
10/10 John Patfield
10/12 Philip Santa Maria
10/13 David Rosenthal
10/14 Justin Pierce
10/16 Thomas Wood
10/17 Jared Vermeulen
10/18 Brett Lea
10/20 Robert Lemons
10/22 William Swoope
10/23 Travis Miller
10/24 Daniel Johnson
10/26 Zane Smith
10/28 Robert Schade
10/29 John Luca
10/30 John Schiano
November
11/02 John Lamey
11/02 Francisco Ramirez
11/03 Dorrant Mowatt
11/06 David DiPierro
11/07 Sean Migone
11/07 Suzanne Dickens
11/08 Robert Batista
11/09 Kim Puchalski

By:
Jeffrey Rupp
Division Chief

Greetings again
from the Training Division!
Thank you to all of our members
that had an opportunity to see and
hear Miami-Dade County Captain
Bill Gustin. What an awesome local
asset!
The Training Division is
working on getting him back for a
commercial structure fire seminar.
Training Topics
I hope everyone enjoyed some of
the other training topics that have
been presented in the past months.
We have received great feedback
from the “Elevator Safety” and
“Propane Emergencies” courses.
We will be moving forward with recommendations received from both
programs.

Promotional Exams
Good luck to all that are participating in the upcoming promotional
exams. Preparation is the key to
success! Please do not wait until
the last minute to sign up for the
test. The deadline is September
16th.
Cancer Research Study
I urge all members of the department to be involved in the University
of Miami’s cancer research study.
This study is all about firefighters
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and our exposure risks. This is the
first of its kind to focus on the occupational risks associated with what we
do. Cancer is taking our lives at staggering rate. Let’s do our part to try to
stop it.

EMS
By:
Michael Davanzo
Division Chief

Hello everyone!
We had an active and hot summer.
Thank you for your hard work and
One of the major things that we can dedication to the Department during
do to reduce our exposure to cancer these strenuous and demanding
is to clean and inspect our safety times.
gear. This includes bunker pants,
coats, and - most importantly - the
ClinCon
hoods. The studies are showing that During the month of July, our ALS
our gear can potentially off-gas car- competition teams competed at Clincinogens for an undetermined Con. Please congratulate both teams,
amount of time following exposure. It as they did very well. Our A team
has also been shown that our hoods scored a sixth place finish and were
are the most vulnerable part of the just a few points away from coming
bunker ensemble. The vulnerability in fifth and making the finals. Our B
of the hood may be the reason for the team also scored in the top ten, comhigher-than-normal incidents of thy- ing in at number eight. It takes hard
roid cancers in firefighters. The Bat- work and dedication by these inditalion Chief vehicle has a bag of viduals to compete at that level and
clean hoods to be used on an ex- give their best.
change system, when needed. Remember that gear should be cleaned
September 11, 2001
and inspected after any significant As we embark on the month of Sepexposure. We hope to have a formal tember, please take a moment to repolicy regarding cleaning and inspec- flect on the tragedies that took place
tion of bunker gear in the near future. on September 11, 2001. I, like most
of you, can’t believe that it has been
Newbies and New Hires!
15 years since this horrific tragedy
As one group of probationary employ- took place. If you can, please reflect
ees gets closer to their Final Proba- on that day and remember our brothtionary Test, and end of probation, ers and sisters who made the ultianother group is waiting to begin their mate sacrifice.
employment. The Training Division is
anxiously awaiting the hiring of our
next group of firefighters. Let’s all be
prepared to welcome and train them
to be the future of this Department.

Until next time, be safe!

Changes
As the EMS Division transitions to
the Fall, our new fiscal year will be
quickly approaching. The Department will transition to a new patient
care reporting software program
that we feel is an upgrade to our
current system. This software will
afford our personnel a more userfriendly program to more effectively
treat patients and complete reports.
We are also looking into the newest
and latest in EMS equipment that is
on the market today. So stay tuned
to the new changes to the EMS Division and Department wide.

Be safe.

Special
Operations
By:
Aaron Oatley
Division Chief

Classes
The Special Operations Division
recently accepted two new monitors
to increase emergency response
capabilities for the region. “Train
the Trainer” for the Bioassay RAZOR is set for Tuesday, October
11th; the training for the Smith Detection FTIR is currently being
scheduled. Space is very limited; if
you have interest in attending the
training, please email Division Chief
Oatley at: aoatley@myboca.us.

Page 5

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

Special Ops Meeting(s) - October
The next Special Operations meeting
will be done in two parts to accommodate operational personnel. The
first date is Tuesday, October 18th at
1830 hours, and the second is Saturday, October 29th at 0830 hours.
The two new monitors will be reviewed; a full agenda and location
will be announced later. If you have
a topic you would like to discuss,
email aoatley@myboca.us.

September

Extrication Training
The Division has held seven extrication sessions for off-duty personnel
for compensatory time. The goal of
this training is to increase the response capabilities of our personnel.
The Division has received positive
feedback regarding the smaller
group and heavy “hands-on” approach. Repetition is the mother of
skill; this will be ongoing training.
Please refrain from training on the
company level with the vehicles without going through the Special Operations Division. Vehicles are being
delivered for this training, the new
hire training, and the annual extrication training early next year.
HazMat Training
Please take advantage of the free
hazardous materials training offered
through Region 7. This is especially
important to the newer hazmat technicians. As of this writing, there are
three classes that are scheduled in
Broward County’s Special Operations station and only a handful of
our personnel have taken advantage
of the opportunity. Remember, you
are the sole person responsible for
your competency and training - no
one else.

HazMat Competition
Fire Rescue East
The Special Operations Division will
be represented in the Hazardous Materials Competition at Fire Rescue
East in January. FFD Ed Guinn, FF
Joe Vesce, and FF Aaron Hyde will
compete with Lt. Jason Sekula serving as the alternate. After the competition, a multitude of classes and a
tradeshow will be available to the
foursome. Please encourage and
support them in any way you can, as
this is the first team Boca Raton Fire
Rescue has ever entered in the competition.
Just another day at the office!!
August 4, 2016, tractor-trailer accident on
Congress Avenue—C Shift.

Randy Bautista
Patrick Bayne
Joanne Barnes
Thomas Giddings
Christopher King
Jeffery Rupp
Todd Withrow
Sean Moss
John Gibson
William Swoope
Jared Vermeulen

33
20
20
13
13
13
13
10
9
9
9

October
Lange Jacobs
Scott Ward
David Woodside
Eric Alexander
Jeffery Lazzeri
Christopher Owen
Jose Santana
Matthew Smith
James Barry
William Fowler
Benjamin Frederick
Ryan Hardy
Joseph Henry
John Lamey
Tomas Martin
Christopher Neville
Jason Sekula
Casey Denhard
Jonathan Emmons
Justin Ghanem
Travis Miller
Justin Pierce
Octavio Quinones
Zane Smith
David Weaver
Adam Ziegenfuss
William Zimmerman

31
27
27
12
12
12
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
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Logistics and
Support
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief
The Logistics and Support Staff are
proud to serve and are hard at work!
Work Orders
There were 3,178 work orders submitted to our staff, through the SMS
system, from January 1, 2015, to
December 31, 2015.
Also, from
January 1, 2016, to date, we have
received a total of 2,369 work orders,
of which 2,080 have been closed
thus far. The numbers would be even
higher, if all requests were processed through the work order system. There are countless times when
requests for services are made verbally and immediate action is taken
to fulfill the requests. Add this up,
with all the other daily functions and
scheduled maintenance to vehicles,
facilities, uniforms, and equipment,
and it equates to a highly efficient
Support Staff. Thanks to everyone
for all your hard work!

SFEV Trip
On Friday, August 26th, John Patfield, Daryl Scott, Joe Brooks, and I
traveled to South Florida Emergency
Vehicles (SFEV) in Naples, Florida,
for their annual open house. SFEV
is our local Sutphen dealer who provides warranty service on our emergency vehicles. We toured the facili-

ties and viewed several apparatus
onsite, as well as different configurations and options for our future apparatus purchases. This was a very successful day trip, as we all brought
back several good ideas for future
specifications.
A/C Challenges
The summer months have proven to
be very challenging for our apparatus’
air conditioning systems. We had
several units down at one time and,
at times, parts were very hard to
come by. Our vehicle technicians did
a very good job in keeping up with
these challenging repairs. Thanks to
everyone out in the streets for your
patience and understanding!

Keep up the good work with providing
excellent customer service to our citizens and the visitors of Boca Raton!

Halloween
Monday, October 31, 2016
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Operations
By:
David Woodside
Deputy Chief

Leadership Training
The Captains and EMS Captains
Tests are fast approaching, with the
closing date prior to the reading of
this newsletter article. Good luck to
everyone participating in the process. Study hard and prepare well.
For all company officers, I would like
to recommend the National Fire
Academy’s (NFA) “Managing Officer”
program. The Managing Officer Program is a multi-year curriculum that
introduces emerging fire service
leaders to personal and professional
skills in change management, risk
reduction, and adaptive leadership.
The program is a professional development on-campus program designed for first-level or mid-level officers/supervisors. It provides foundational management and technical
competencies, learning to address
issues of interpersonal and cultural
sensitivity, professional ethics, and
outcome-based performance.
The program consists of five prerequisite courses which can be completed online, four courses at the
NFA in Emmitsburg, and then a community-based capstone project. In
addition to your professional growth
and development, you get to view
emerging professional issues from a
national perspective while developing professional relationships and
support from fire service professionals from around the country. A certificate of completion is awarded after
the successful completion of all
courses and the capstone project.
Application period will open October
15th to apply for acceptance into the
program. For additional information

visit the NFA’s program site at https://
www.usfa.fema.gov/training/nfa/
programs/mo_program.html. If you
have any questions about the attending the academy, its training, campus,
or need-related information, please
contact me or any other chief officer
that has attended the academy.

Planning
Administrative staff is planning for the
upcoming fiscal year. Current projects include the purchase of a brush
truck, two medic units, and an aerial
truck. Additionally, we are in Year
Two of a four-year SCBA cylinder
replacement program. Along with the
SCBA’s cylinders, additional voice
amplifiers will be purchased to complete the SCBA air pak replacement
project.
On the EMS front, monitor replacement, stretcher replacement, and
stair chair replacement are being
planned for the new fiscal year. This
is an opportunity to use your experience, knowledge and skills in shaping
the end product of these projects.
Become involved and be a difference
maker.

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

