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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Personnel Changes
David Eddinger will be promoted to
Captain and Jonathan Vought will be
promoted to Lieutenant, effective
July 18, 2016. The date of the
Badge Ceremony has not been determined. Jared Simon joined our
Department on June 20, 2016, as a
part-time Battalion Chief Aide. Kevin
Gray transferred from the City Garage to Fire Support as a Vehicle
Technician III, with 21 years of experience on June 27, 2016. Please
congratulate and welcome these
employees.
Citizen Courage Award
Kevin Hughes
Ocean Rescue Lifeguard
(off-duty)
Battalion Chief Scott Ward relayed
the following information to the
Chief’s office:
On June 28, 2016, at 1557 hours,
Fire Rescue was dispatched to an
emergency identified as a possible
baby drowning. While responding,
Fire Rescue units were advised by
dispatch that CPR was in progress.
Just prior to arrival, responding units
were advised the patient was now
breathing and conscious. Fire Rescue arrived on this scene to find a 2year-old girl being treated by off-duty
Boca Raton Ocean Rescue Lifeguard Kevin Hughes. The patient
was conscious, alert, and responding normally.

People on scene stated that the
mother cried out and when they
turned to look, the 2-year-old was
floating in the community pool and
unconscious.
Without hesitation,
Kevin took action, diving into the
pool to assist the girl. He removed
her from the pool and began a patient assessment, noting that she
was unresponsive, was not breathing, and had no pulse. He immediately began CPR. After approximately 4 cycles of 30 compressions,
the patient began vomiting and responding, regaining consciousness.

Clerical Corner

BySusan Sova
This is from Marie Marini, Payroll:
REMINDER: Deadline for Educational Differentials transcripts to be
submitted is 7/17/16.
Thank you to John Boike and the
Battalion Chiefs for doing such a
good job on the Holiday Pay sign-off
this year. Hopefully, next year we
will take Chief Lea’s suggestion and
use Target Solutions for this process.
The Dog Days of Summer

Kevin swiftly acted to care for the
patient; the care was appropriate
and professional. He applied the
medical skills he had at a critical moment when every second counts. It
was the professional finding of all
the Fire Rescue personnel on scene,
that the treatment Kevin provided,
saved the 2-year-old patient’s life
and most definitely prevented her
from having more serious medical
complications from this unfortunate
event.
We are thankful for Kevin’s actions.
Kevin will be awarded our “Citizen
Courage Award,” which is inscribed
with the following C.S. Lewis quote:
“Courage is not simply one of the
virtues, but the form of every virtue
at the testing point.” The award
presentation ceremony will be
scheduled within a few weeks in the
Auditorium at the 6500 Building.
Until next time…be safe.

Many people believe the phrase
“dog days of summer" stems from
the fact that dogs tend to be a bit on
the lazy side during the hottest days
of summer. Not so!
The ancient Romans called the hottest, most humid days of summer
“dog days" because they associated
the hottest days of summer with the
Dog Star, Sirius, which happens to
be the brightest star in the night sky.
Sirius is so bright that the ancient
Romans thought it radiated extra
heat toward Earth. During the summer, when Sirius rises and sets with
the Sun, they thought Sirius added
heat to the Sun's heat to cause hotter summer temperatures. Today,
the traditional timing of the dog days
of summer is July 3 until August 11.
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Operations
By:
David Woodside
Deputy Chief
Jacqueline Becker
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
lost a dear friend and supporter recently with Mrs. Jacqueline Becker.
Jackie, as she liked to be called,
along with her husband, Herman,
promoted CPR in Boca Raton. They
provided funding for the purchase of
the first CPR equipment at Boca
Raton Community Hospital. Jackie
and Herman created, from their tragedy, “The Rick Becker Memorial
CPR Award.” The “Rick Becker Memorial CPR Award” was established
by Jacqueline L. and the late Herman D. Becker as an endowment
and as a lasting and living tribute to
their son Rick, who died at the age of
44 from a sudden heart attack. This
fund is dedicated to his memory with
the hope that it would help save
other lives in the future. The stated
purpose of the “Rick Becker Memorial CPR Award” is to provide recognition annually to an individual who
promotes CPR or provides CPR education to the community at large.
Mrs. Becker will truly be missed.

Jackie Becker (photo dated 4/8/16)

Florida Fire Sprinkler Initiative
A few weeks ago, I was reading an
article that was entitled, “Home
Builder Attack Residential Sprinklers.”
It was a timely read and I renamed
the article “Home Builders Attack
Resident and Firefighter Safety.”
Residential fire sprinkler systems are,
again, a growing topic as the article
gave rise to the organized effort to
defeat Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems throughout this country. It is
interesting that we, in the fire service,
know anecdotally that fire sprinkler
systems (water) minimizes and/or
stops a fire immediately. The Commission on Fire Prevention and Control in 1972, in their report, “American
Burning,” addressed the issue of fire
sprinkler systems as a life-saving system that would minimize injury and
death due to fires. This was increasingly true as materials used for construction were changing to lighter fast
-burning materials, fuel loads were
increasing within homes, and fabric
materials would stick to a person’s
skin, becoming disastrous to the
wearer in a fire. The requirement for
residential fire sprinkler systems has
long been in the national fire code but
the requirement has only been enacted in a few states. The State of
Florida Statute 633.202 makes it very
difficult for local government to pass a
sprinkler ordinance, even if the local
government believed that it was in the
best interest of its citizens. Last year,
the City of Estero went through the
arduous process and enacted a sprinkler ordinance, only to repel the ordinance under the threat of lawsuit by
the homebuilders and similar groups.
On the medical side of the Fire Service, we learn about early warning,
early recognition, and early interventions that save lives, but that process
has not translated to the fire side.
The smoke detector provides early
recognition, the fire alarm provides
early notification and the missing
component (fire sprinkler system) can
provide early intervention but is still
missing. Why is that? Money and
Special Interests. In this case, the

interest of money (and not a lot of it)
on the construction industry and
home builders outweighs the voices
of a few.

The fire service has taken an active
role in raising funds for survivors of
burns. Interestingly, a lot of the
homebuilders even contribute to
those fund-raising efforts. However,
the real victims are the survivors of
the fire insult, which are firefighters
that are injured or die in residential
fires. I would challenge those same
opponents of fire sprinkler systems
to evaluate the cost of health care
for a victim of the fire, compared to
the cost of placing a fire sprinkler
system in new homes being constructed. I would additionally challenge them to put a cost on the
many years of reconstructive surgery a victim goes through and the
associated pain and suffering. The
ultimate loser is the homeowner.
The article went on to cite the City of
Scottsdale (Arizona) as a shining
example of effective residential fire
sprinkler requirements. The article
stated, “For over 20 years, the city
(Scottsdale) has required fire sprinklers in every home, and history has
shown an impressive record of fire
safety and declining costs of system
installation.”
In an effort to change the voices in
the debate, as well as to highlight
the need and requirements for residential fire sprinkler systems, the
Florida Sprinkler Coalition has been
formed. The Coalition’s mission is
to increase awareness of the devastation of fire and the residential fire
death problem while emphasizing
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the role that fire sprinkler requirements play in saving lives, preventing injuries of citizens and firefighters
and protecting property.
Recently, NFPA awarded the Florida
Fire Sprinkler Coalition $10,000
aimed at furthering education on
home fire sprinklers within the state.
The coalition received the check and
announced its formation at the 2016
Florida Fire Marshals and Inspectors
Association Conference in Lake
Buena Vista. Let the education start
with you; do you know the benefits of
a residential fire sprinkler system?..
Vote to defend home sprinklers by
knowing the benefits of residential
fire sprinkler systems. Go to http://
firesprinklerinitiative.org/statecoalitions/florida.aspx for additional
information.

Administrative
Services
By:
John Treanor
Assistant Chief
TeleStaff Upgrades
The Department is currently upgrading TeleStaff to a new version. This
version will function very similarly
except that it will be 100% webbrowser-based. This change will allow everyone to use the system anywhere in the world, just as if they are
sitting in the station. In addition, the
new version of TeleStaff tracks exchange of times for you in real time.
You will now have the ability to see
who you owe, and who owes you,
time right from your account. The
upgrade should roll out in the next
few months.
Hiring Process
As many of you are already aware,
the Department is expected to hire a
large amount of people in the very

near future. We have already closed
the application process and have
moved into the testing portion of our
process. Coral Springs Regional Institute of Public Safety (CSRIPS) has
been the vendor selected to administer the testing of our new candidates.
This testing consists of written, EMS
practical, and fire skills exams. Once
completed with CSRIPS, the candidates will continue the process with
the City of Boca Raton. At the time of
this writing, 122 candidates have
passed the written exam and will be
moving on to the EMS practical.

Hurricane Season
Hurricane season is here, please
know what your responsibilities are to
the Department and to the City of
Boca Raton before a hurricane warning is issued. Please see the 2016
Hurricane Annex for details.
This year’s annex was changed to
reflect TeleStaff, making it simpler for
you to know your assignment(s). The
section changed is as follows: “when
a Hurricane Warning Advisory is issued for the City of Boca Raton, personnel scheduled for duty the following day are required to log in and
monitor TeleStaff within 4 hours of
the time the Advisory was issued.
TeleStaff will be updated to reflect
station assignments and reporting
times. Personnel shall acknowledge
their assignment by accepting it in the
TeleStaff system.”
Stay safe

July
Matthew Tupper
David Rivera
Robert Cervi
Brian J. Marlen
Jason Stout
Anthony Jerina
Ellen Beckman
Jamie Smith
Patrick Bayne
Christopher King
Christopher Owen
Randy Bautista
Adam Elliott
Jason Sekula
Ray Lintner
Steven Wright
August
Chris Innerst
Joseph Johnson
Matthew Smith
Jonathan Santana
Andres Veas
Michelle Murphy
Shane Leon
Gary Keidel
Joseph Germano
John Elliott
Shea Miller
Kevin Sullivan
Anthony Davis
Manuel Nuno
Michael La Salle
Michael Sember
John "Jack" Culligan
Matthew Grunke
Nicholas Massimino
Richard Rafalski
September
Scott Sieben
Ryan Kelly
Vanessa Hines
Mike Lucas
Jesus Rodriguez

07/05
07/05
07/07
07/08
07/08
07/09
07/10
07/10
07/10
07/14
07/18
07/22
07/27
07/29
07/31
07/31
08/01
08/02
08/05
08/07
08/09
08/10
08/10
08/12
08/14
08/15
08/16
08/18
08/20
08/20
08/23
08/23
08/26
08/26
08/29
08/31
09/01
09/04
09/05
09/08
09/09
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Logistics and
Support

the fire inspectors and administrative
personnel. These vehicles are going
to be a welcome addition to our fleet,
as our existing cars are very old and
will be going out to auction.

By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief
Hello Everyone!
New Vehicle Tech
I would like to welcome our new Vehicle Tech III, Kevin Gray, to our fire
department family. Kevin comes to
us with over 21 years experience
from the City garage. He has a lot of
experience as a master mechanic,
and we are looking forward to bringing him up to speed on emergency
response vehicle repairs and maintenance. Please welcome Kevin when
you see him at the shop or around
the fire stations.

Work Orders
As a reminder, please fill out the appropriate work orders when a repair is
needed. This goes for apparatus, station repairs, or uniforms. If Logistics &
Support doesn’t know about it, we
cannot fix the problem…

Training
By:
Jeffrey Rupp
Division Chief
Cameras
In the near future, we will be installing the remainder of our 360-degree
cameras on all of our medic units.
This will be a welcome addition to
these vehicles. With the installation
of these remaining cameras, ALL of
our frontline apparatus will be fitted
with the 360-degree cameras, adding
another layer of safety to our firefighters, citizens, and the people we
serve.
Boat 3 Fire Pump
The installation of Boat 3’s fire pump
is moving along. We hope to have
this important project completed very
soon.
New Vehicles
The new staff cars have arrived and
are only waiting for striping to be
completed before we roll them out to

Promotional Tests
The promotional tests for Captain
and EMS Captain have been
posted! What a great opportunity to
better the Department by taking part
in the promotional process.
The
closing date will sneak up on you if
you let it. Remember, you will need
to make an appointment to sign up
for the test (Please bring all needed
paperwork with you to the appointment). Preparation is the key to
success!

Greetings again
from the Training Division!
Thank you all for attending PALS recertification. What a huge improvement having our instructors teach us
again!
Training
In the next couple of months, we
have some exciting training courses.
The month of July will start with a
ropes refresher class, followed by
Autism Awareness, and finally, elevator safety. Training for August will
include public education, SCBA Fit
testing, and propane emergencies. If
you would like any additional information on any of these topics, please let
me know.

Be Healthy
In case you did not know, there is a
mass emailing entitled, “The Secret
List.” The “list,” put out by Chief
Billy Goldfeder, provides a wealth of
information from fire departments
around world, with a focus on
safety. The list also provides accounts
of
Line-Of-Duty-Deaths
(LODD).
In my readings, there
seems to be an increased number
of LODD from medical events
(M.I.s, strokes...). We all need to
take time out of our busy days (on
and off shift) to take care of ourselves. The old saying, “an ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of
cure,” holds true with our bodies.
Fad diets and crazy exercise routines are short-term cures for longterm problems. Eating good foods,
in the correct portions, along with
cardiovascular exercise would be a
great start to long-term physical
health!
Speaking of safety and health, the
University of Miami has partnered
with some South Florida Fire Departments to create a Firefighter
Cancer Initiative. The initiative consists of seven projects that examine
how the fire service occupation relates to cancer risk factors and behaviors. I will be sending out more
information via Target Solutions.
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August Seminars
The Training Division has finalized
seminar dates with Fire Captain Bill
Gustin from Miami-Dade County.
The dates are August 22nd and August 31st. The seminars are free to
Boca Fire personnel and will include
lunch (from the Benevolent), Comp
time, and maybe even Florida State
Fire College CEUs. Individuals from
outside the department will be
charged $30. Boca Raton Fire personnel may sign up on Target Solutions; outside personnel will sign up
through the Boca Raton Firefighter
and Paramedic Benevolent website
(gustin.bocacares.org).

Summer Safety
As the summer progresses, please
be reminded of your summer safety.
More and more of our citizens, and
yourselves, will be experiencing water
sports or just recreational water activities. Please stay hydrated and use
sunscreen to protect your skin. While
at work and at home, please be wary
of the potential for calls and/or situations involving environmental and
marine emergencies. In particular,
pay close attention to the possibility
of drowning, lightning strikes, and
heat exhaustion, to name a few.

Until next time, be safe!

EMS
By:
Michael Davanzo
Division Chief

Hello Everyone,
PALS Training
Springtime has come and gone and
we now embark on the summer
months. During the beginning of the
summer, in the month of June, we
completed our PALS training. The
training was very successful, thanks
to all the instructors who helped create this great class, especially, EMS
Captain Pat Bayne. His efforts and
commitment to the Department and
the EMS Division are immeasurable.
Captain Bayne tirelessly taught many
classes and spent a large portion of
the month either on duty or teaching
the PALS classes. Please extend
your thanks and appreciation to Captain Bayne and any of the other instructors who, again, made our
PALS training “world class.”

ZIKA
The ZIKA virus is still a threat in our
area. Please use caution and follow
any CDC guidelines and recommendations regarding the exposure and
prevention of this disease. Our tropical landscape, along with the tourism
we experience, affords a possible
exposure. Take all the precautionary
steps to ensure that you, your family,
and our citizens are protected from
any exposure. If you want more information regarding ZIKA, please visit
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/
ClinCon
ClinCon in Orlando will be the week
of July 12 to July 16th. Our teams will
represent Boca Fire Rescue and,
hopefully, they will compete at the
level to which we are accustomed.
We will disseminate their results to
the Department as soon as possible
after the event.

Special
Operations
By:
Aaron Oatley
Division Chief

Special Operations - Just a reminder to PRE-hydrate the day before shift. Most of the calls that fall
under the umbrella of Special Operations are not only low frequency
and high risk, but they can also create longer and more extensive exposure to the South Florida heat.
Training - The Department is supporting the increase in off-duty Special Operations training. If you have
contacted the Division via email to
start with the extrication training, it
will begin shortly. Please be patient, as I have nearly 50 of you interested. I will be working in smaller
groups to maximize the tool time for
each of you. Remember that you
are responsible to monitor your
Comp Time, as per the IAFF contract. This training will be ongoing
and at random times. If we contact
you and you cannot make a session, there will be another. However, if you commit to it, we expect
you to show up. Please remember
that many other of your coworkers
are waiting for the opportunity.

Thank you and have a
safe and wonderful summer.
Other scheduled training in the upcoming months is hazmat monitors
(for techs), which should include the
two new monitors that test for
chemical and biological agents with
different technologies.
This in-
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cludes the detection of WMD substances.
The initial rope training
was completed by Captain Vermeulen at the beginning of July.
The Division plans to build on this
basic training for more technical rescues in the near future, as well.
Captain Horn has been coordinating
boat operator training with the new
Boat 3. If you have been previously
checked off with the old boat, the
Division encourages you to become
familiar with the Intrepid.
Comp
Time for off-duty training will also be
granted on the boat. Currently, the
Station 3 Captains are actively training personnel in open water rescue,
as well.
The Training Division is coordinating
propane response emergencies and
Captain O’Brien has agreed to coordinate natural gas emergency training for operational personnel in December.

Budget - The initial budget request
was submitted and has begun the
city-wide process. The budget request included the ongoing expenses, as well as new Special Operations equipment. Final approval
will be at the last City Council meeting in September, with the new
budget starting October 1st.
Please remember that you are the
responsible party for your training,
competency, safety and attitude.
That being said, none of us is as
smart as all of us…pass on what you
have learned.

It’s never too late
to celebrate freedom.
Happy Birthday, America!
July 4, 2016

July
Sue Sova
Norm Engel
Tony Armijo
Jeff Ross
Jamie Smith
Loyd Putnam
Marie Marini
Dave DiPierro
James Haag
Nick Massimino
Pat Murray
Nate Nichols
Lance Parks
Suzanne Dickens
Clayton Brannigan
Joseph Salhab

34
29
21
21
21
17
16
11
11
11
11
11
11
3
2
2

August
Randy Lowe
Jesus Rodriguez
Warren Hunt
Bob Rubino
Ed Guinn
Alex Kennedy
Scott Cannarozzi
Irena Elmstrom
Rhett Martin
Shea Miller
Karl Richards
Andres Veas
Dave Weyer
Tom Wood
Stephanie Jimenez

35
17
16
16
14
12
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
3

September
Sean Moss
Thomas Giddings
Chris King
Jeff Rupp
Todd Withrow

13
13
13
13
13

Excerpt from the
Declaration of Independence:

We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that
they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.
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Bob Lemons, Public Information
SHARK BITE!

During my short time as the new Fire
Department PIO, our department has
had several newsworthy events take
place. The first being the shark bite
incident that occurred on my second
day as PIO. I received a phone call
from one of our local media outlets,
asking to confirm that our crews had
responded to a shark bite incident
and that the patient had been transported to the hospital with the shark
still attached. For the next several
days, I received calls from across the
country, as well as Canada, Germany, and Singapore, asking about
the event. In several months, the
Discovery Channel will be featuring
the story on one of their stations.

Firefighter Paula Ursini

Firefighter Randy Prokos

This month also
saw several of
our
firefighters
recognized, due
to their actions
when
they
stepped forward
to make a difference while off
duty. Firefighter
Paula Ursini was
recognized
as
Boca Raton’s Firefighter of the Year,
as well as Palm Beach County’s
Paramedic of the Year, for her quick
action when a vehicle went into the
canal beside the turnpike. FF Ursini
immediately stopped her car, jumped
into the canal and swam out to the
sinking car. She found a female victim trapped with her leg caught under
the seat. The canal was deep and FF
Ursini was unable to stand. FF Ursini
helped the victim get her foot loose
from the area of entrapment and assisted her out of the sinking car. The
victim was unable to swim and frantic.
FF Ursini was able to calm her down
and swim her back to shore. As they
made it back to shore, the car fully
submerged.

On July 15th,
2015, at approximately
0005 hours, a
female
collapsed
from
cardiac arrest
inside
Renegades
Night
Club in West
Palm Beach.
FF Randy Prokos was there, off duty; he immediately assessed the patient, who he
found to be in cardiac arrest. FF
Prokos
performed
CPR
until
WPBPD and FD arrived to take
over. The female survived, thanks
to FF Prokos’ quick professional
action. WPBPD's PIO, Lori Colombino, contacted Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Services to confirm the
name of the off-duty firefighter for
the police report and to make sure
he was recognized for his efforts. It
was Det. Colombino’s opinion that
the patient would not have survived
had bystander CPR not been performed prior to the fire department’s
arrival.

Lieutenant Nick Massimino

Lieutenant Mike Sember

Lieutenant Nick
Massimino was
recognized as
the City of Boca
Raton Fire Department’s
Paramedic
of
the Year, due to
his
performance as a preceptor to our
new hires, his
work on the protocol and job description committees, and his outstanding
work as a field paramedic. Lt. Massimino exemplifies all the qualities of
a great paramedic and he is an asset
our department and certainly deserves this recognition.

On July 29,
2015, Lieutenant
Sember
went on a
recreational
dive off the
coast
of
Delray Beach.
Unbeknownst
to him at the
beginning of
the dive, it would be an experience
he and those with him would never
forget. The dive was a bit different
than most would imagine; instead of
using dive tanks, the divers used a
Hookah system. Hookah systems
use a tank at the surface of the wa-
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ter with airlines running down to the
divers. This gives the divers a bit
more freedom underwater. Unfortunately, if the main airline kinks, the
divers below instantly lose the ability
to breathe. This is the exact problem
Lieutenant Sember and a friend experienced on that day.

Medical Center. The patient began to
have noticeable pain and appeared to
be having a heart attack on the EKG.
Lieutenant Sember accompanied the
victim to the hospital and was permitted by the attending paramedics to
continue giving advice and treatment
ideas.
Fire Inspector Bob Lemons and
Deputy Chief Dave Woodside

In 45 feet of water, both men lost air
and their masks sucked into their
faces on inhalation. As firefighters,
we know this feeling all too well
when training with our SCBAs. Lieutenant Sember was no exception and
he used his training experiences to
keep a calm head and follow his ascent procedures.
Once he reached the surface, he
noticed his friend was face down in
the water and not moving. Lieutenant
Sember quickly swam to him and
began rendering aid. He noticed his
friend was semi-conscious and initially considered his condition to be a
shallow-water blackout. After fully
assessing the victim, Lieutenant
Sember quickly realized the situation
was much more serious.
Being between the Boca Raton and
Boynton Beach inlets, Lieutenant
Sember ordered the boat to head
north. This order was based on proximity to the hyperbaric chamber in
Palm Beach County. Although his
knowledge of dive emergencies told
him hyperbaric therapy was not
needed, he did not want to leave any
stone unturned.
Once on shore and with the help of
Boynton Beach Fire Rescue, the patient was transported to St. Mary's

In terms of paramedic assessment,
this was a difficult one. Initially, this
was thought to be shallow-water
blackout, then barotrauma, then (or
maybe first) a myocardial infarction.
The problem was eluding all those
involved. As it turned out, it was, in a
sense, all of the above.
The victim was diagnosed with a simple pneumothorax, which most likely
occurred during a rapid ascent after
losing air. When his lung popped, it
struck and damaged the heart tissue,
which caused the EKG to show signs
of a myocardial infarction. Lt Sember’s quick, professional actions and
knowledge turned what could have
been a tragic event into a situation
where everyone went home.
(Portions of this article were taken
from the nomination letters written by
Assistant Chief Mike Davanzo)

Fire Inspector Bob Lemons was
recognized as Florida’s Fire & Life
Safety Educator of the Year. In
2012, Firefighter Lemons transferred into the Fire and Life Safety
Division. At that time, he took an
interest in the status of our public
education programs. At the time of
his transfer into the Life Safety Division, no structured educational format existed for our school presentations nor did any static displays exist at community events. Inspector
Lemons took it upon himself to increase his education by attending
classes in public education and
community risk reduction at both the
local level and at the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, MD.
In the short time that Inspector Lemons has been a member of the Fire
and Life Safety Division, he has developed a fire extinguisher training
program for our citizens, as well as
our local businesses. This training
program contains both a classroom
and hands-on component, with both
a pre- and post-test as a way to
evaluate the participant’s knowledge both before and after the
class.
Inspector Lemons has met with instructors at Florida Atlantic University and has visited the Elk’s Burn
Camp, located in central Florida,
where he spoke to a number of the
children about their experiences in
order to develop a program that
builds upon itself when teaching
elementary-age
schoolchildren
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about fire safety. This also extends
to special-needs children through
“quiet” displays that are tactile and
allow the children to approach and
touch at their speed.
Through the networking that occurs
when you attend a class at the National Fire Academy, Inspector Lemons took the idea of a fire station tour
PowerPoint presentation and customized it so it works with our department and fire stations. The PowerPoint contains educational components, such as kitchen fire safety,
smoke
alarm
placement/testing/
maintenance, child safety seats and
the importance of learning CPR.
These are topics that the firefighters
giving the tours can include in their
talk and demonstrate while conducting the tours, so our citizens are getting accurate and consistent information.
Please congratulate these firefighters
when you see them.

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

