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A Sea Turtle’s Life from Egg to Early Years
It is sea turtle hatching season! Although we are still getting a few new nests on the beach each day, the peak of
nesting season has passed. Now, all the nests that were laid on the beach a few months ago are starting to hatch
out. Every night, baby sea turtle hatchlings are emerging from these nests and making their way to the ocean. But
what happens next? Let’s talk about the journey of a sea turtle from egg to their early years.
Once a female turtle lays her eggs in the sand, she returns to the ocean and the baby sea turtles are on their own.
They use their strong instincts to know what to do and where to go as they navigate the first few years of their life.
Loggerhead and green sea turtle eggs take about 50 days to incubate and develop, leatherbacks take about 60 days.
During incubation, many factors affect the development of the sea turtle embryos. One of the biggest factors is
temperature. Research has shown that the temperature of the sand in the nest determines the gender of the sea
turtle: hot sand leads to more females and cool sand leads to more males! Once the turtles in the eggs have fully
developed, they break out of their shells and all work together to crawl up through about two feet of sand, out of
the nest, and to the ocean.
continued on page 4

Manager's Corner
Thanks for joining me for another issue of Hammock
Happenings, Gumbo Limbo Nature Center’s newsletter
and program guide! We just celebrated our one-year
anniversary of being RE-opened and we have been so
excited to see you all return! As I write this letter, I can
hear the excited campers enjoying their final week of
Summer Camp at the nature center, and the Education
Team is looking forward to starting the school year with
another unforgettable year of field trips.

Also returning in September is Early Birding with Al. Join
our amazing guide for an early morning adventure as we
search for migrating songbirds in our gardens and on the
trails. Best of all, this adventure is free!
Join us for more family fun in October with the return
of our popular Halloween programs! Halloween in the
Garden, for younger nature explorers ages 2-6, is filled
with fun nature-themed activities and take-home crafts
in our butterfly garden. If that sounds too tame for you,
join other brave explorers ages 7 and up for some scary
fun on the Haunted Hammock.

Back to School time also means that it is time to STEAM
through September! Once again, we have partnered
with the Boca Raton Libraries and the Children’s Science
Explorium to host a City-wide scavenger hunt for children
ages 5-12. All our facilities have opportunities to explore
the Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math
programs offered in the City throughout the month of
September. Swing by any of our facilities, or the Boca
Raton Community Center to pick up a STEAM through
September passport. Complete 5 challenges and win a
prize!

More information on ALL our programs is available
inside this issue and on our website. Speaking of that…
we have a new website where you can find all the
information on our programs and events. Bookmark the
new page: www.myboca.us/gumbolimbo so you don’t
miss a thing!
Thanks again for all your support of our Nature Center,
our animals, and our programs. Hope to see you soon!
~ Leanne

New Staff Spotlight
Hello! My name is Amy
Kucken, I am the new Guest
Services Specialist here at
Gumbo Limbo. You will find
me at the Welcome Desk in
the nature center, mostly
on weekends, where I’ll be
working with our awesome
volunteers to greet you, answer
your questions, and assist you with registering for our
many ongoing programs.

Madison and the University of Missouri in Columbia. I
moved to Boca Raton from the Midwest four years ago
and wanted to learn about, and become involved with,
the native plants and animals in south Florida. To foster
these interests, I started volunteering at Gumbo Limbo in
October of 2021. I am delighted to now join the staff at
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center and support the mission of
inspiring stewardship of coastal and marine ecosystems.
My favorite aquarium here is the shipwreck tank with its
large fish (especially the red drum fish), stingrays, and
resident sea turtles.

I have a bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and worked for many years as
a research technician at the University of Wisconsin-

In my spare time I enjoy reading, walking, going to the
beach, cooking and baking, and spending time with my
family and our cat, Steve.
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Bats: The Night’s Unsung Heroes
Flying under the cover of night, they are blood-sucking, rabid, flying
rats, that are out to terrorize people and their pets! Or are they?
Bats are widely misunderstood due to years of media hysteria
and their association with infamous characters such as Dracula.
Clarifying the misconceptions that surround bats is imperative
as many species are at risk of becoming endangered - or worse,
extinct.
Belonging to the order Chiroptera, bats are the only mammals
capable of true flight and are considered a very diverse group of
mammals with roughly a thousand known species being found
around the world! Commonly thought of as cave dwellers, many
people do not realize that bats live in Florida, as the state is not
exactly known to have many caves - especially in the southern
parts of the state. While it is true that many bat species do roost in
caves, some find shelter in abandoned buildings, under dead palm
fronds, and in tree cavities, among other things.

An endangered Florida bonneted bat.
Credit: Shalana Gray, WikiCommons

Florida is home to thirteen species of bats and an additional seven species that can occasionally be found in some
parts of the state but are rare to see. All thirteen species are insectivores, so no, our bat residents do not drink
blood. Of the roughly thousand bat species in the world, only three are known to drink the blood of animals,
such as cattle, and are only found in Latin American countries. Our insectivore bats are essential in keeping those
pesky insect populations at bay. In fact, a single bat can consume thousands of insects in a night. Among other
misconceptions, is the idea that bats are blind. They are not actually blind and have relatively decent eyesight.
That, coupled with their fascinating echolocation skills, make them a bug’s worst nightmare (not ours). Additionally,
those bats who feed on nectar and fruits are very important pollinators. While feeding on the nectar or fruits, they
pollinate important agricultural crops and plants such as bananas, mangoes, figs, and more. Basically, bats are the
unsung heroes of the night.
Decades of horror movies and bad stereotypes have left many people with a hesitant or negative attitude towards
bats. Like all animals, bats can have and transmit diseases, however, less than 1% of bats are known to carry rabies.
If you find yourself in a situation where you suspect you were near or contacted a bat who could be sick, it is always
best to check in with a physician. As long as we respect bats and give them proper space as we should do with all
wildlife, we can peacefully and safely co-exist with these amazing mammals.
Unfortunately, bat populations are decreasing at alarming rates worldwide. Due to misinformation, habitat loss and
disturbance, bats are in serious trouble. The biggest thing we can do to help is to educate ourselves and others as
well as ensure that known bat habitats and roosting sites are well-protected. If you live in an area where there are
known bat sightings, putting up a bat house could help to provide a safe space for a small colony (and maybe even
help keep the insect population in your yard under control). Knowing now how much bats help us and the natural
world, the least we can do is help to ensure their survival.
By Kassie Rodriguez, Environmental Educator
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A Sea Turtle’s Life ...continued from page 1
The journey to the ocean is full of risk. Light pollution can
cause hatchlings to disorient and crawl the wrong direction
on the beach, holes in the sand act as traps that small
turtles may fall into, predators such as foxes and birds
are ever-present and looking for a meal. But the turtles
scramble as fast as they can to get to the water.
As soon as the hatchlings reach the ocean they dive under
the waves and start their long swim. They are heading
to the Sargasso Sea, a giant floating mat of seaweed in
the North Atlantic Ocean. The hatchlings go into a “swim
frenzy”, surviving off the remnants of their yolk sac and
swimming almost continuously for days to reach their
destination. Once they arrive at the sargassum patch,
they can finally rest. These seaweed patches serve as
floating nurseries for the young turtles, providing food and
protection. Hatchlings feed on the small crabs, shrimp, fish, and other juvenile species also living in the sargassum.
They camouflage well with the seaweed which makes them less visible to predators that may be lurking below or
flying above. Not a lot is known about how long these little turtles spend in the Sargasso Sea. Recent research has
satellite tracked post hatchling turtles, confirming that the Sargasso Sea is a critical habitat for them, but the tracking
tags only stay on for a few months.
We do know that after a few years, as juveniles, sea turtles leave this nursery habitat behind and journey to other
marine habitats, depending on their species. Loggerhead and green sea turtles move closer to shore and use reefs,
estuaries, and other coastal areas while leatherbacks move further offshore and live as more pelagic open ocean
animals.
Sea turtle hatchlings have been making this journey for millions of years. It is a harrowing, but exciting first couple
years of life. Eventually, they will reach adulthood and start laying eggs themselves, creating the next generation of
sea turtles who will follow the same journey.
By Rebecca Germany, Sea Turtle Conservation Assistant
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Volunteer of the Month
Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month and Volunteer of the Year Program is designed to recognize volunteers who go
above and beyond their assigned or expected duties. These volunteers have made a significant contribution to Gumbo Limbo
Nature Center through their dedication and service. They have donated their time, talents, and energy, and share a common
goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation and education. Recognized volunteers are
nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.

Carly Dempsey was selected as our June Volunteer of
the Month. She can be found on Tuesdays in Animal
Husbandry, helping to prepare food, and cleaning
the animal enclosures. Carly also volunteers at the
aquariums, welcome desk and helps with our Turtle Walk
programs when she can. Carly’s energy is infectious
and her friendly demeanor makes her wonderful to
work with as well as aids her in engaging the public and
making them feel welcome. She takes great initiative
and is always willing to help. Carly has been volunteering
at Gumbo Limbo for eight months and has donated over
199 hours of service!
Congratulations Carly and thank you for your dedication
and support!

Interested in volunteering with us? Visit bit.ly/GLNCVol to learn how!

STEAM through September
The City of Boca Raton Recreation Services Department
is excited to announce the fifth annual STEAM through
September city-wide scavenger hunt! Children (ages
5-12) are invited to explore the STEAM programs offered
during the entire month of September. This joint event
celebrates the amazing programs and exhibits at the
Children’s Science Explorium, the Boca Raton Public
Library, and Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. STEAM
certified programs for September are indicated in this
issue with the STEAM logo. Swing by any participating
location to pick up a STEAM through September Passport
that lists challenges and opportunities for your young
explorers to make the most of our fabulous city! For
every completed challenge, you earn a stamp; collect all
five stamps to win a goodie bag of swag from all three
facilities. Happy hunting!
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September Nature Program Schedule
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October Nature Program Schedule
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Fall Nature Programs
Advanced reservations (bit.ly/GLNC_60) are required (unless otherwise indicated). Programs are subject to
cancellation due to inclement weather or minimum registration. Refunds given only if program is cancelled by
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.

Halloween in the Garden

A Walk in the Hammock

Halloween fun for the young (and young at heart!).
Join us for outdoor crafts, games, and more, have your
picture taken with Luna, our sea turtle friend. Wear your
coolest costume (please, no swords or pointy props).
Carpooling is encouraged as parking is limited; insect
repellent suggested.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

Join us for a guided nature walk along our quarter-mile
boardwalk trail that meanders through the beautiful
hammock forest and along the magnificent mangroves
by the Intracoastal. Enjoy the peace and quiet of this
woodland habitat, interrupted only by the sounds of
birds, the antics of squirrels, and the occasional visit of a
fox, raccoon, or skunk.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

• Ages 2-6; children under 18 must be accompanied by a
parent/guardian.
• Sunday, October 23, 4:30 -5:30 pm or 6:00-7:00 pm
(register for either time slot).
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards Member $10; All
others $13
• Cost per adult: Free with participating child

• All ages: children under 18 must be accompanied by a
registered parent/guardian.
• Tuesdays: September 13, September 27, October 11,
October 25; 9:30-10:30 am
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member $5;
All others $8 (under 3 years, free)

Haunted Hammock

Citizen Science Squad

Do you dare take a nighttime stroll through the haunted
hammock? Your guide will lead you through the
shadowy and mysterious hammock forest along the
boardwalk where you will learn about the nocturnal
critters that creep and crawl when no one else is around.
But beware, you never know who or what you may
meet! This program is meant to be a little scary with
• Ages 9 and up; parents/guardians do not participate but
must sign child in and out.
some frights along the way, please keep this in mind
• Saturdays: September 24, October 22; 2:00-3:00 pm
when registering children. Please no flashlights or cell
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
phone use during program. Carpooling is encouraged as
District Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member $5; parking is limited; insect repellent suggested.
All others $8
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

Gain hands-on field experience by participating
in a different scientific data collection project
each month. Our educational activities support
conservation-based projects that relate to Gumbo
Limbo’s mission.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

• Adults and children 7 and up; children under 18 must be
accompanied by a registered parent/guardian.
• Friday, October 28, 7:30-10:00 pm
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton Resident/Gumbo
Limbo Coastal Stewards Member $10; Non-resident/Nonmember $13

Early Birding with Al

Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones! Join
us for a free early morning birding adventure at Gumbo
Limbo Nature Center. Learn about our native and
migratory birds from an experienced birder, as we walk
the Ashley Trail and the boardwalk in search of warblers,
gnatcatchers, woodpeckers, and other avian species.
Binoculars recommended. Meet on the front porch of
the Nature Center.
• Reservations not required for this free program.
• All ages: children/minors must participate with a parent/
guardian.
• Thursdays: September 29, October 27; 8:30-10:00 am
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Fall Nature Programs
Home School Workshops

Intracoastal Adventures - Intro to
Canoeing

Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based
lessons for your homeschool students, ages 3-12.
Participate in science activities related to the monthly
topic, prepared specifically with your student’s age
group in mind. Students will be divided into three age
groups: 3-5 years, 6-8 years, and 9-12 years. Younger/
older siblings must participate in their own age groups.
Parents/guardians stay ONLY with ages 3-5.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

Not experienced enough to confidently make your way
through waves, wind, and tangled canoe trails? Then
this program is for you, an opportunity for you to get
more familiar with paddle strokes and navigating, get
comfortable out on the open water, and learn the best
techniques to avoid tipping, all while enjoying the
shallow waters along the edge of the Intracoastal. 2-3
people per canoe, single paddlers will be paired with
staff or another participant.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

• Wednesdays: September 21, October 19; 2:00-3:30 pm
(2:00-3:00 pm for ages 3-5)
• Cost per Child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards Member $5
(siblings $3), All others $8 (siblings $5).

• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with a registered parent/guardian.
• Sundays: September 25, October 16; 10:00-11:30 am
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member
$20; All others $25

The International Coastal Cleanup

Come out to Spanish River Park to help clean up
the beach and intracoastal mangrove habitats. This
worldwide cleanup effort not only takes trash out of the
environment, but it also provides valuable data to Ocean
Conservancy to help them combat the growing problems
of plastic in our oceans. Using an app on your cellphone,
keep track and report what you and your group removed
from the beach. Free tee shirts while supplies last,
community service hours given.

Intracoastal Adventures - Advanced
Canoeing

Explore the Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails,
while learning about the mangrove and estuary
ecosystems. Must have canoeing experience and be
able to get in and out of a canoe without assistance. 2-3
per canoe, single paddlers will be paired with staff or
• Pre-registration is required for this event and begins
another participant. These programs are not appropriate
September 1. Call (561) 544-8606 to reserve your spot; space
for inexperienced paddlers; paddlers who are not able
is limited to the first 200 to pre-register.
• All ages: children/teens under 18 must participate with a to safely maneuver a boat will return to the shore and a
refund will be issued.
registered parent/guardian (no drop offs).
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)
• Saturday, September 17, 8:00-11:00 am
• Ages 12-adult; minors under 18 must sign-up and
participate with a registered parent/guardian.
• Saturdays: September 10, October 22; 9:30-11:00 am
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member
$20; All others $25
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Fall Nature Programs
Intracoastal Adventures – Kayaking
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise!
Explore the Intracoastal shores and
mangrove trails, while learning about
the fascinating mangrove and estuary
ecosystems of South Florida. Must have kayaking
experience and be able to get in and out of a kayak
without assistance. Single/double kayaks will be
assigned to couples/groups as available.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

• Ages 7-adult; each child under 12 must be accompanied
by one parent/guardian in a double kayak. Minors under
18 must sign-up and participate with a registered parent/
guardian.
• Saturdays: September 24, October 8; 9:00-10:30 am
• Sunday: September 18; 9:00-10:30 am
• Full Moon Paddle: Sunday, October 9; 7:30-9:00 pm
(Adults only)
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member
$20; All others $25

Little Wonders

Nature Detectives

This program will allow you and your child to
learn about the wonders of nature through
stories, explorations, and crafts.
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)

• Ages 5-6 with a parent/guardian (limit one adult per
family please).
• Saturdays: September 17, October 15; 12:00-1:00 pm
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member $8; All
others $10

Outdoor Marine Aquarium Feeding

What is the connection between mangrove and coral
reef communities? How do fish use these habitats?
Learn about the fascinating behaviors of native fish,
stingrays, and other marine life during these free
presentations. Meet at the outdoor marine aquariums.

• All ages: children under 18 must participate with an adult.
• Daily at 12:30 pm.

Sea Turtle Talk

Get the inside scoop on our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation
This program will allow you and your child to learn about Facility. Last year, over 100 sea turtle patients were
the wonders of nature through stories, explorations, and treated at Gumbo Limbo. Meet some of our current
crafts.
patients and hear their stories. Why are they here?
• Advanced reservations are required (bit.ly/GLNC_60)
What can you do to help? Meet in the Sea Turtle
• Ages 3-4 with a parent/guardian (limit one adult per
Rehabilitation Facility for a free presentation.
family please).
• Saturdays: September 17, October 15; 10:00-11:00 am
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward Member $8; All
others $10

• All ages: children under 18 must participate with an adult.
• Daily at 2:00 pm

#LoveGumboLimbo
Facebook

Instagram

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

gumbolimbonaturecenter

YouTube

Twitter

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

@GumboLimboNC

#LoveBocaRaton

Boca Raton Recreation
City of Boca Raton Government

10

Wannanosaurus’s Release!
Our public sea turtle release in July was a huge success! Wannanosaurus, an adult male loggerhead sea turtle,
crawled back to sea while over 600 fans cheered him on! Some of you might remember what he looked like when
he arrived at our facility.

•
Wannanosaurus is an adult male loggerhead sea turtle weighing over 200 pounds!
•
At this size/age class, we can identify him as a male because of his long tail.
•
Wannanosaurus was rescued by Inwater Research Group at their St. Lucie Site on March 16, 2022.
•
Wannanosaurus was brought to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center for rehabilitation due to a predator injury on
his right front flipper. He was also very emaciated (underweight) and lethargic (no energy).
•
We treated Wannanosaurus with broad-spectrum antibiotics and fluids to help him heal.
•
We performed flipper repair surgery and used maggot therapy to heal and treat the predator injury on the
front flipper. Maggots help by removing dead/infected tissues and naturally disinfect the wound. We also used raw,
unprocessed honey as a natural antibacterial and antifungal.
Thanks to the City of Boca Raton’s Ocean Rescue Team for transport and beach patrol, volunteers, and staff who
helped with set-up and crowd control, and the Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards for hosting the release event, this
public release might have been the best one yet!
Our rehabilitation team applied a satellite transmitter to his carapace (back shell) to learn more about his postrehabilitation movements and allow his fans to follow his journey as he makes his way back home to the big blue!
You can learn more about becoming a coastal steward and follow his tracks at www.gumbolimbo.org!
By Whitney Crowder, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator
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Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
Hours of Operation
Nature Center, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation, and Aquariums
Tuesday - Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm · Monday, 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
The Butterfly Garden, Ashley Trails, and Boardwalk are open 7:00 am - sunset.
General Information (561) 544-8605 · Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards (561) 544-8608 · Gift Store (561) 544-8610
1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33432
myboca.us/gumbolimbo

City of Boca Raton - Recreation Services Staff
Administration & Operations

Facilities Maintenance

Acting Recreation Services Director - Greg Stevens
Gumbo Limbo Manager - Leanne Welch
Secretary - Kristin Child
Volunteer Coordinator - Dawn Perez
Visitor Hospitality Representative - Whitney Delanoy
Guest Services Specialist - Amy Kucken

Maintenance Supervisor III - Reed Benardo
Custodian - Kevin Addison
Groundskeeper - Angelo Difede

Sea Turtle Conservation
Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator - David Anderson
Sea Turtle Conservation Assistant - Rebecca Germany
Marine Turtle Specialists - Athena Araujo-Brito,
Adriana Barioli, Lisa Esposito, Allison Ragle

Aquarium
Senior Aquarist - Keith Herman
Aquarist - Angela Field

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation

Education

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator - Whitney Crowder
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Emily Mirowski
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Shelby Hoover
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Technician - Andrea Jelaska

Environmental Program Coordinator - Susan Elliott
Science Educator - Alyssa Saldarriaga
Environmental Educator - Kassie Rodriguez

Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards
Staff

Board of Trustees

CEO/President - John Holloway
CFO/Director of Business Affairs - Pam Mulcahy
Director of Outreach - Joe Nullet
Operations and Fundraising - Andrea Adkins
Grant Coordinator - Andrew Shaugnessy

Chairman - Manjunath Pendakur
Secretary - Keith Rizzardi
Treasurer - Sheila Reinken

Board Members
Maria Banchettim, Jose Barrera,
Jennifer Bistyga, Alex Lolavar,
Jim Miller, Robyn Morigerato,
Rebecca Mott, Matthew Thompson

Retail Manager - Jean DeLuca
Assistant Retail Manager - Michelle Dittmeier
Veterinarian - Dr. Maria Chadam
Veterinarian Technician – Natalie Hess
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Intern - Angel Rodgers
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