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Become a Gardener Extraordinaire!
Bringing native plants and animals into your yard is a rewarding
adventure; but how do you become a gardener extraordinaire? Don't
miss a new exhibit that has sprouted from the pocket pollinator
garden! Let’s explore how this workstation-turned-exhibit can help
find your footing in the garden.
Not all plants can thrive in the same environment. You will not find
palm trees anchoring down in the North Pole. That’s why the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has created maps to show
farmers, gardeners, and everyone in between where plants can survive.
Open the “Garden of Zones” panel and see the different temperature
zones in Florida. Hopefully, seeing the boundary lines of the zones will
spur your curiosity to learn where your favorite native plants like to live.
Swinging down from the pallet vines you will find yourself at the “Soil-Tastic Thumbs” panel. Open the door and you
will see a triangle depicting soil compositions and four tubes of sand, silt, clay, and organic topsoil. While sunlight
and water play a role in the life of a healthy plant, it is also important to know what kind of soil your plant likes.
Does your plant prefer sandy soil or do they like a little mixture of clay and silt? Dig a little bit deeper into your
research when planning your garden space!
Raising a garden takes a lot of work and it is worth it! A healthy garden will invite animals and critters to come
and play. Against a backdrop of native plants, floating butterflies, zipping lizards, and singing birds will bring their
symphony of sounds and activity to your front door. Peek behind the “Animal Theatre” door and see what animals
live in this garden exhibit.
As you close the theatre door, a pair of elephant watering cans rest in the shade of the exhibit. Choose one and help
water our plants in the pocket pollinator garden! If you have a careful eye, some elephants made their way into the
information panels. Did you find them all as you peered into the windows of a gardener extraordinaire?
By Winston Miller, Exhibits Intern

Manager's Corner
Welcome to another issue of Hammock Happenings! As I write this, the nature center is filled with the excited
shouts of children discovering our exhibits for the first time (or maybe the 10th time) - it’s always fun here! Our
gopher tortoises are busily exploring their updated habitat, complete with heated burrows and a pond. Our gardens
are absolutely filled with the music of thousands of migrating songbirds that stop in for a rest or refreshment at our
birdfeeders and bird baths! Gumbo Limbo is a busy place this time of year!
We will be celebrating the start of nesting season with a much smaller Sea Turtle Day on March 12. We’re planning
a day of educational speakers and presentations, a chance to meet some of our animals up close, and of course
Luna, our sea turtle mascot will be there for photo opportunities!
Plans are already in the works for our popular Turtle Walk and Hatchling Release programs this summer. We didn’t
have the info ready in time for this issue of the newsletter but be sure to check our website for details.
We are excited to welcome some new people to our Gumbo Limbo family - Take a peek inside for an introduction to
some of our newest team members, Angela Field and Dawn Perez.
Make sure you check out the calendar inside with details on all our upcoming programs. We’ve added new tours,
programs, and some other surprises. Many of our programs sell out in advance, so sign up as soon as you can!
The best way to stay up to date on the latest happenings at Gumbo Limbo is to follow us on social media, subscribe
to our mailing list, or become a Gumbo Limbo Coastal Steward.
Thanks again for all your support or our Nature Center, our animals, and our programs.
Hope to see you soon!
Leanne

A Poem for Gordon Gilbert
Ninety-one years and counting!
You continue to inspire us all
You are an agent of change
That I always look up to in ways big and small
As a life science champion, you helped us discover
There is so much about Florida’s wildlife than what meets the
eye
From the swamps to the beach, and everything in between
Your knowledge about the natural world is quite keen
Today is your big day and we’re all here to celebrate
A special someone who is one of the greats
Here’s lookin’ at you Gordon!
You’ve really inspired us all
We are so proud that you make a difference
in ways that are big and small

We were surprised and delighted by a visit from our founder,
Gordon Gilbert, on his 91st birthday in January. Our
volunteer, Phoebe was so inspired by his visit that
she penned a poem for his birthday gift.

Happy Birthday Gordon!
By Phoebe Ruttenberg, Volunteer
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What is that Thing?
When walking around Gumbo Limbo, you may encounter
“things” our staff have installed to collect data or
make observations. One such thing is a white canister
mounted on a pole on top of one of our buildings, as
seen in the photo below. What is that thing? That
thing is a sky quality meter for night-time sky brightness
monitoring. It is typically used by amateur astronomers
to quantify the skyglow aspect of artificial light pollution.
One interesting use for us is to compare sea turtle
hatchling disorientation events with sky brightness. For
example, on a night when the hatchlings are disoriented,
how bright was the sky in comparison with other nights?

Equipment for sky quality data collection.

evaluates the impact of artificial lighting on sea turtle
hatchling orientation. He uses our hatchling orientation
data for every hatchout with clear tracks. His results
show that, on average, our hatchlings tend to crawl in a
southeast direction, as opposed to straight east towards
the ocean. This is most likely due to the sky glow from
the south (Fort-Lauderdale to Miami) being more intense
than what is coming from the north (West Palm Beach).
Overall, here in Boca Raton, just over half of our nests
show correct orientation. We also have a high frequency
of “circlers” or hatchlings crawl in circles due to sky glow,
as opposed to straight lines towards a beachfront light
(or the ocean). The presence of circlers seems correlated
with sky glow, causing hatchlings to disorient in all
directions rather than misorient in one direction.

The meter inside the
canister is removed every
4-6 months and the data
uploaded, ultimately into
spreadsheet with numbers
and formulas that look like
something straight out of an
astronomer’s dissertation.
The most common unit of
measurement favored by
astronomers is "magnitudes
per square arcsecond", which
can be used to compare the
luminance of the sky from one night to another.
In addition to analyzing our own hatchling disorientation
data, we also submit our data to the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). One
researcher at FWC has a yearly project in which he

It is important to note that sky brightness can be affected
by moon phases and clouds vs. clear nights. When the
percentage of moon illumination is high (full moon), the
effect of sky glow is reduced and the cue for hatchlings
to navigate towards the ocean increases. During the
new moon and first quarter phases, the effect of sky
glow is stronger and hatchling disorientation is more
likely. Cloudy nights on a natural beach decrease the
likelihood of hatchling disorientation, probably because
the contrast of light between dune and ocean are more
distinct. This assists hatchlings in crawling away from the
silhouette (dune) and toward the ocean. Conversely,
on urban beaches with artificial light, hatchling
disorientation accuracy may increase during cloudy
nights because of cloud cover reflecting artificial lights.
So, all the above is why we are so interested in sky
brightness and why we have “that thing” on our roof.

Staff measuring the orientation of hatchlings that emerged
from a nest the previous evening.

By David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator
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New Volunteer Coordinator in the House!
Hello everyone! My name is Dawn Perez,
and I am the new Volunteer Coordinator
at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. About
six years ago, I was a Science Educator
at Gumbo Limbo, and I am so excited to
be back to help promote Gumbo Limbo’s
mission, as well as lead our amazing team
of volunteers!
A little bit about myself – I grew up in
Rhode Island and moved down to Florida
in 2004 to start my undergraduate degree.
I have a Bachelor's of Science degree in
Marine Biology from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg,
Florida, and a Master's degree from Nova Southeastern
University, also in Marine Biology.
My favorite animals are octopuses and sea turtles. I
have done research on both, as well as research on sea
sponges.

are named after Harry Potter characters)
and two scale babies – Luda and Lolita
(they are leopard geckos). I also have a
wonderful husband, Paul, who I met in
2013 and have been married to for over
5 years now. We got engaged while I was
working at Gumbo Limbo. This is just one
of the reasons why this place is so special
to me, besides all the wonderful work being
done here.
In my spare time I like to go “hiking” on
nature trails, workout on my elliptical, go
kayaking and paddleboarding, read, and take naps with
my cats.
If you haven’t met me yet, please stop by my office in the
Nature Center and say hi.

We are also still in need of more volunteers! If you know
anyone who is interested, please have them contact me
I have two fur babies – my cats Bella and Tonks (yes, they at dperez@myboca.us or 561-544-8538.

Welcome Angela, Our New Aquarist
Hi! My name is Angela and I’m the new
Aquarist working alongside Keith!

In February of 2020 I became a Marine
Turtle Specialist at Gumbo Limbo, focusing
on sea turtle nesting surveys and assisting
with sea turtle rehabilitation, while also
caring for the aquariums. Although I
will miss being part of sea turtle nesting
surveys, I am very excited to broaden my
knowledge in all aspects of marine biology
and “dip my toes” into the aquarium world!
I have always been interested in marine life
and am dedicated to learning all aspects
of my chosen field. I’m looking forward
to learning all I can and helping Gumbo
Limbo’s aquariums flourish.

I’ve been coming to Gumbo Limbo
with my family since I was in a stroller,
which sparked my interest in Marine
Biology. Fast forward - I attended Florida
Atlantic University (FAU) for both my
undergraduate degree and my master’s
degree, both in biology. For my master’s
thesis I examined behaviors of loggerhead
sea turtles during their hatching process
and emergence from the nests. While
at FAU, I gained experience working in the FAU Marine
Lab, assisting with sea turtle hatching husbandry, shark
tagging, and other research projects. Since 2018, I’ve
also conducted manatee population surveys in Fort
Lauderdale in the intercoastal waterway.

During my free time I enjoy reading, painting, gardening,
and spending time with my two cats. My favorite
animals in our aquariums are the southern stingrays - I
love when they give a splash “hello"!
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Volunteer of the Month: December 2021 and January 2022
Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month and Volunteer of the Year Program is designed to recognize Volunteers who
go above and beyond their assigned or expected duties. These volunteers have made a significant contribution
to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service. They have donated their time, talents, and
energy, and share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation and
education. Recognized volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.
Jeff Musoff was selected as our December Volunteer of
the Month. Jeff works as a Sea Turtle Rehab Educator
and helps teach the public about our sick and injured
sea turtle patients and what we are doing to help them
recover. Jeff has been a volunteer at Gumbo Limbo for
about 3 years and has contributed 28 hours in just this
month. He has given a total of 361 hours since he started
volunteering.
Jeff is a great educator and a reliable volunteer who is
a steadfast part of our core group of volunteers. He is
known to work double shifts in Rehab if we are short.
Jeff also generously responded to our desperate calls for
help during the holiday season when our visitor numbers
reached near or over 1,000 per day. Congratulations Jeff
and thank you for your time and dedication!

Congratulations to Diane Jacobson for being selected as
our January Volunteer of the Month! Diane can be found
working in our Sea Turtle Rehab area and our Aquariums
as an educator, helping to spread the word about what
marine life we have around our coasts and inspiring
the public on ways to protect them. Diane started
volunteering at Gumbo Limbo in July 2018. Diane has
over 833 total hours of service. In January she donated
26 hours of her time.
Diane is reliable, friendly and a real pleasure to work
with. She was one of the first volunteers to return after
we reopened in August 2021 and is here twice a week.
She is one of our unsung heroes. Thank you, Diane, for
all the wonderful work you do!
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March Program Calendar
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April Program Calendar
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Nature Program Schedule
Advanced reservations are required (unless otherwise indicated); see our website (www.gumbolimbo.org/registrationinformation). Please note, programs are subject to cancellation due to inclement weather or minimum registration. Refunds
given only if program is cancelled by Gumbo Limbo.

Beach Treasures
Beachcombing is a favorite Florida pastime. Warm
sunshine, cool breezes, sand between your toes, the
sound of the surf, and the smell of the salty sea air;
what’s not to love? Learn all about the shells and other
treasures found on Boca’s Beaches, then join one of our
expert beachcombers in search of the mysteries the sea
has left behind! Call 561-544-8605 to register for this
free program.

EcoWatch Lecture Series – On the Cutting
Edge of Conservation!
Glimpse the many faces of conservation as experts in
their fields share their work, research, and experiences,
with the common goal of a more sustainable future. Join
us for this free lecture at the Boca Raton Public Library
(Downtown location) 400NW 2nd Ave, Boca Raton,
33432.
• Ages: 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult
• Thursdays, March 10, March 27, April 7, April 21
• 6:30-8:00 pm
• Speakers TBD - see our website.
• Call 561-544-8605 to register.

• All ages: children/minors must participate with a
registered adult.
• Wednesdays; March 2, April 27; 2:00-3:30 pm
• Fridays; March 18, April 15; 2:00-3:30 pm

Citizen Science Squad
Gain hands-on field experience by participating in a
different scientific data collection project each month.
Our educational activities support conservation-based
projects that relate to Gumbo Limbo’s mission.

Golden Hour Guided Tours
Gumbo Limbo is open and back in full swing, but here is
a tip for missing some of the happy crowds: join us for
an after-hours tour through Gumbo Limbo’s Sea Turtle
• Ages 9 and up; adults do not participate but must sign
Rehabilitation Facility and outdoor aquariums, open-air
child in and out.
butterfly garden, Ashley Nature Trail, and ending with
• Saturdays; March 26, April 23 ; 2:00-3:00 pm
breathtaking sunset views of the Intracoastal Waterway
• Cost: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/ from the beach by our Seminole Chiki.
Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $5; All others $8

• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with a registered adult.
• Tuesday March 1; Friday, March 4; 5:30-7:00 pm
• Tuesday, March 15; Friday, March 25; 6:00-7:30 pm
• Fridays, April 8 and 22; 6:00-7:30 pm
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $10; All
others $13

Coffee with a Naturalist
Bring your coffee and your curiosity as, each month, we
stroll through and explore the different areas of Gumbo
Limbo. We’ll even have coffee on hand in case you don’t
have time to bring your own, or just need a topper. (Be
green and provide your own coffee mug please).

• Adults Only
The Great American Cleanup
• Sundays; March 20 , April 17; 8:00-9:00 am
• Cost: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/ Come out to Spanish River Park to help remove marine
Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $8; All others $10
debris from the beach and intracoastal mangrove

environments. Plastics in our marine environments
cause illness and injuries to the wildlife that live and
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones! Join us for a
depend on these habitats. Free tee shirts provided by
FREE early morning birding adventure at Gumbo Limbo Nature
Keep Palm Beach County Beautiful while supplies last!
Center. Learn about our native and migratory birds from
Pre-registration is required for this event and begins
an experienced birder, as we walk the Ashley Trail and the
boardwalk in search of warblers, gnatcatchers, woodpeckers, March 1. Space is limited. Families and individuals
please call (561) 544-8605 to register; groups of 10 or
and other avian species. Binoculars recommended. Meet
more call (561) 544-8606.
on the front porch of the Nature Center. Reservations not
Early Birding with Al

• All ages welcome, children/minors under 18 must
participate with a registered adult.
• Saturday, April 23, 8:00-11:00 am.

required.
• Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.
• Thursdays; March 24, April 28; 8:30-10:00 am
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Nature Program Schedule
Home School Workshops
Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based
lessons for your homeschool students, ages 3-12.
Participate in science activities related to the monthly
topic, prepared specifically with your student’s age group
in mind. March Topic: Rooting for Plants! April Topic:
Something’s Fishy!

Intracoastal Adventures
- Advanced Canoeing
Explore the Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails,
while learning about the mangrove and estuary
ecosystems. Must have canoeing experience and be
able to get in and out of a canoe without assistance. 2-3
per canoe, single paddlers will be paired with staff or
• Students will be divided into age groups; 3-5 years (parent another participant. These programs are not appropriate
stays with child), 6-8 years, and 9-12 years. Younger/older
for inexperienced paddlers; paddlers who are not able
siblings must participate in their own age groups. Parents
to safely maneuver a boat will return to the shore and a
stay ONLY with ages 3-5.
refund will be issued.
• Wednesdays; March 23, April 13; 2:00-3:30 pm (2:00-3:00
pm for ages 3-5)
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5 (siblings $3),
All others (siblings $5)

• Ages 12-adult; minors under 18 must sign-up and
participate with a registered adult.
• Thursday, March 24, 10:00-11:30 am; Saturday, April 16,
9:00-10:30 am; Tuesday, April 19, 1:30-3:00 pm.
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All
others $25

Intracoastal Adventures
- Intro to Canoeing
Not experienced enough to confidently make your way
through waves, wind, and tangled canoe trails? Then
this program is for you, an opportunity for you to get
more familiar with paddle strokes and navigating, get
comfortable out on the open water, and learn the best
techniques to avoid tipping, all while enjoying the
shallow waters along the edge of the Intracoastal. 2-3
people per canoe, single paddlers will be paired with
staff or another participant.

Intracoastal Adventures
- Advanced Kayaking
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise! Explore the
Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails, while learning
about the fascinating mangrove and estuary ecosystems
of South Florida. Must have kayaking experience and
be able to get in and out of a kayak without assistance.
Single/double kayaks will be assigned to couples/groups
as available.

• Ages 12-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
participate with a registered adult.
• Sundays; March 6; , April 3; 9:00-10:30 am
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All
others $25

• Ages 7-adult; each child under 12 must be accompanied
by one adult parent/guardian in a double kayak. Minors
under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered
adult.
• Saturdays; March 5, March 26, 9:00-10:30 am; Saturday,
April 2, 10:00-11:30 am; Tuesday, April 5, 1:30-3:00 pm;
Sunday, April 10, 9:00-10:30 am
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All
others $25

Little Wonders
This program will allow you and your child to learn about
the wonders of nature through stories, explorations, and
crafts.

• Ages 3-4 with an adult (one adult per family please).
• Saturdays; March 19, April 16; 10:00-11:00 am
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District
Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10
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Nature Program Schedule
Sea Turtle Day
Join us at Gumbo Limbo as we celebrate the upcoming
2022 sea turtle nesting season with presentations
from our expert staff, interactive programs in the
• Ages 5-6 with an adult (one adult per family please).
amphitheater, turtle talks, fish feedings, and of course,
• Saturdays; March 19, April 16; 12:00-1:00 pm
pictures with Luna! Bring your own refillable bottle, free
• Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District water refill stations available. Note: Parking on-site;
Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10 sorry, no trollies, outside vendors, or food trucks this
year.
The Science of Nature
Nature Detectives
This program will allow you and your child to learn about
the wonders of nature through stories, explorations, and
crafts.

• All ages, children/minors must participate with an adult.
What is the name of the science that studies insects and
• Saturday, March 12 from 9:00 am-4:00 pm
spiders? What does a dendrologist do? Come find out
• Cost: Free
for yourself! We will explore the science of nature and
conduct some scientific experiments and activities of our A Walk in the Hammock
own. Program for adults and families.
Join us for a guided nature walk along our quarter-mile
• Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and
boardwalk trail that meanders through the beautiful
participate with a registered adult.
hammock forest and along the magnificent mangroves
• Sundays; March 20, April 24; 10:00-11:00 am
by the Intracoastal. Enjoy the peace and quiet of this
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
woodland habitat, interrupted only by the sounds of
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5;
birds, the antics of squirrels, and the occasional visit of a
All others $8
fox, raccoon, or skunk.
• All ages: children under 18 must be accompanied by a
Sea Turtle Camp
registered adult.
Do you have a budding conservationist? Spring break
•
Tuesdays, March 8, March 22, April 12, April 26; 9:30can be fun and educational! Sign them up for Sea Turtle
10:30
am
Camp where they will learn about the importance of
• Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
caring for and protecting sea turtles and other marine
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $5;
life. Sign up for one, two, or all three days!
All others $8 (under 3 years, free)
• Ages 6-8
• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; March 14, 15, 16; 8:30 am12:00 pm
• Cost per child per day: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $30;
All others $35

#LoveGumboLimbo
Facebook

Instagram

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc

gumbolimbonaturecenter

YouTube

Twitter

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

@GumboLimboNC

#LoveBocaRaton

Boca Raton Recreation
City of Boca Raton Government
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Understanding the Misunderstood: the Virginia Opossum
The perception of the Virginia opossum has never been
favorable. People shudder, thinking of them as rat-like,
aggressive, disease-carrying nuisances. Recently, there
seems to be a shift in that perception. Their mildly offputting appearance is more accepted, even celebrated.
Their uniqueness and important ecological roles are
more understood and appreciated.
Opossums are no doubt, strange looking animals. They
have ghostly white faces, long naked tails, hairless black
ears, and human-like toes. To take it a step further, when
Virginia oppossums open their mouths, the most teeth
of any land mammal in North America! While opossums
are mammals, they are also marsupials like kangaroos
and koalas (a type of mammal with a short gestation
period that carry embryonic offspring in a marsupium,
or pouch, where the young feed on their mother’s milk
until they are developed and strong enough to come out
and explore the outside world). Fascinatingly enough,
the Virginia opossum is North America’s only native
marsupial which truly makes them a treasure.
Virginia opossums are often maligned by the public as
being rabid, disease carrying pests. This could not be
further from the truth. In fact, opossums very rarely
contract rabies. They sometimes feign having rabies with
drooling, open mouths; however, this is merely one of
their many defense mechanisms. They also do not carry
diseases such as parvovirus and distemper which are
normally found in cats and dogs (and in local raccoon and
fox populations). As far as being a nuisance goes, these
animals should be celebrated by gardeners at the very
least. These omnivorous scavengers enjoy eating garden
pests such as rodents, snails, and slugs keeping gardens
healthy and beautiful. Additionally, as scavengers, they

Virginia Opossum. Photo: NC Wildlife Resources.

eat carcasses of other animals, keeping the environment
clean and pristine. If all this has not been enough to
change your heart and mind about the Virginia opossum,
perhaps the fact that a single opossum eats roughly
5,000 ticks a year should! They are monumental in
controlling those parasitic tick populations.
Lastly, Virginia opossums are not aggressive animals,
though they seem to be when they flash their sharp
teeth and hiss. This is merely a defense mechanism to
ward off danger. Another strange defense mechanism
they utilize is “playing dead.” When threatened, they
submit themselves to a catatonic state, while emitting a
putrid odor, making themselves incredibly undesirable to
predators.
It may sound cliché, but the Virginia oppossums are
certainly more afraid of us than we are of them. When
it comes to any wildlife, it is always best to keep your
distance and be respectful. The awkward yet endearing
Virginia opossum deserves credit where credit is due.
They are essential to the maintenance of the natural
world and are incredibly unique, special, and actually
quite adorable if you are willing to give them a chance!
By Kassie Rodriguez, Environmental Educator

Mom and baby opossums. Photo from Pixabay
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Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
Hours of Operation
Nature Center, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation, and Aquariums
Tuesday - Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm · Monday, 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
The Gift Shop is closed on Monday.
The Butterfly Garden, Ashley Trails, and Boardwalk are open 7:00 am - sunset.
General Information (561) 544-8605 · Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608 · Gift Shop (561) 544-8610
1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
gumbolimbo.org
Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards to support Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, including, but not limited to, feeding
the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.

City of Boca Raton Recreation Services Staff
Administration & Operations

Facilities Maintenance

Recreation Services Director - Michael Kalvort, CPRE
Gumbo Limbo Manager - Leanne Welch
Secretary - Kristin Child
Visitor Hospitality Representative - Whitney Delanoy
Volunteer Coordinator - Dawn Perez

Maintenance Supervisor III - Reed Benardo
Custodian - Kevin Addison
Groundskeepers - Cary Boudreau, Angelo Difede

Sea Turtle Conservation

Senior Aquarist - Keith Herman
Aquarist - Angela Field

Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator - David Anderson
Sea Turtle Conservation Assistant - Rebecca Germany
Marine Turtle Specialists - Adriana Barioli, Lisa Esposito
Natalie Hess, Kylea Perrin, Lexie Peterson Allison Ragle

Education

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation

Environmental Program Coordinator - Susan Elliott
Science Educators - Christie Collins, Alyssa Saldarriaga
Environmental Educators - Frankie Gorora, Kassie Rodriguez

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator - Whitney Crowder
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Emily Mirowski
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Shelby Hoover
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Technician - Andrea Jelaska

Aquarium

Exhibits
Exhibits Intern - Winston Miller

Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards
Staff

Board of Trustees

CEO/President - John Holloway
CFO/Director of Business Affairs - Pam Mulcahy
Associate Director of Programming - Lara Howrey
Retail Manager - Jean DeLuca
Retail Lead - Michelle Dittmeier
Gift Shop Sales Associates - Sharon Donahue, Brittnie Funez,
Deborah Tolton, Michelle Velasco
Veterinarian - Dr. Maria Chadam
Veterinarian Technician - Victoria Garefino
Grant Coordinator - Andrew Shaugnessy

Chairman - Manjunath Pendakur
Secretary - Keith Rizzardi
Treasurer - Sheila Reinken

Board Members
Jose Barrera, Alex Lolavar, Jim Miller
Robyn Morigerato, Matthew Thompson
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