TREE CANOPY MAP

TREE MAINTENANCE
View and DOWNLOAD
our brochure on how
to plant and care for your tree.

FAST
FACTS

about the City’s tree canopy
The City of Boca Raton’s current
tree canopy is 26.5%.
The City’s tree canopy goal is to
increase to 28% by 2041.
This goal will require planting
approximately 50,000 trees.

URBAN
TREE
CANOPY

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY
Learn more on the City’s website at
www.myboca.us/sustainability

The City of Boca Raton’s Urban Tree Canopy
Assessment is based on an assessment
completed by the Green Infrastructure
Center and was funded by the City and
published on June 25, 2021.
Printed 100% recycled paper.

Looking west on
Boca Raton Road

STORMWATER and
POLLUTION

HEAT and CLIMATE
PROJECTIONS

HEALTH and
ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Trees, particularly canopy trees, capture rainwater. By doing so,
trees reduce localized flooding and also prevent stormwater runoff
that leads to water pollution, including nutrient pollution which
exacerbates harmful algal blooms.

It is not just you, it has been getting warmer. In South Florida, the
average temperature has been increasing by about half a degree
per decade, and that trend is expected to continue in the future,
increasing the number of dangerously hot days throughout
the year. The Urban Heat Island effect amplifies this warming
because of heat radiated by impervious surfaces such as parking
lots and streets.

Trees:

Trees are proven to cool urban environments and reduce cooling
bills. Not only do trees produce shade, but through transpiration
they have a greater cooling effect than non-living shade
structures.

• absorb air pollutants and help
prevent respiratory illness.
• help fight climate change by
absorbing and storing carbon.
• improve cognitive function including
reducing ADHD symptoms in children.
• encourage more walking, improving health.
• improve property values and increase revenue in businesses.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Public lands & right of way represent only around 22% of property
in the City, the rest is private property. We need your help!
• Plant Trees!
• View the Sustainable Tree Maintenance resources available from
the City - learn how to plant the right tree in the right place.
• Call 811 BEFORE you dig and avoid utility services conflicts.
• Choose native canopy trees whenever possible over palm trees.
• Talk to your HOA about planting trees in common area.

The City’s tree canopy captures the following pollutants:
- Total Nitrogen: 18,488 lbs. per year
- Total Phosphorous: 1,427 lbs. per year
- Total Sediment: 2,412 tons per year

DID YOU
KNOW?
During a storm event, the City’s tree
canopy captures 33.1 million gallons
of stormwater, or the equivalent of
approximately 50 Olympic-sized
swimming pools.

Days above 100° F
Historically: 28 days/year
PROJECTED:
Midcentury: 121 days/year
Late Century: 157 days/year

The annual benefits of a
typical street palm vs the
expenditures result in a net
annual loss of $26 per tree.

The environmental benefits
of a large live oak in a yard
20 years after planting is five
times the total annual cost.

