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Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE

Retirements
Battalion Chief Norm Engel retired
on October 22, 2018, with 30.8 years
of service. His Last Roll Ceremony
will take place on November 13,
2018, at 12:00 Noon in the Auditorium. Congratulations Norm!
Promotions
Effective October 22, 2018, Jeff
Ross was promoted to Division
Chief, Pat Murray was promoted to
Captain and Adam Elliott was promoted to Lieutenant. The ceremony
will be held on November 13, 2018,
at 12:00 Noon in the Auditorium.
Congratulations to all three!
2018 Toy Delivery Program
Save the Dates
Firefighter Richard Rafalski has set
the Santa Toy Drop for Monday, December 3, 2018, (C Shift) from
5:00PM to 9:00PM at Fire Station 5.
The deliveries will take place on Saturday, December 15th (C Shift) and
Sunday, December 16th (D Shift).
Volunteers are needed for all three
dates. Please call or see Richard to
offer your assistance.

Dave Woodside
Last Roll Call Ceremony
Dave’s “Last Roll Call Ceremony”
will be held on Thursday, December
27, 2018, at 9:00AM in the Auditorium.

Florida 5 DMAT and Engine Strike
Team to Cat 4 Hurricane Michael
in the Florida Panhandle
Lieutenant Scott Hauss was deployed with Florida 5 DMAT on October 8, 2018, (pre-storm arrival) and
returned on October 21, 2018. The
DMAT set up at Bay Medical Center
in Panama City, providing emergency medical care. The hospital
was heavily damaged and all 209
patients were evacuated post-storm.
Scott saw many post-storm injuries
from stepping on rusty nails to chainsaw accidents. Scott said it was the
worst structural damage he has ever
witnessed.
Captain Jeff Lazzeri,
FFD Warren Cann, FF Jesse Duffy,
and FF David Weaver were deployed as a part of an Engine Strike
Team from Palm Beach County on
October 13, 2018, and returned on
October 26, 2018. For most of the
deployment, they were in Gulf
County (just east of Bay County).
See Jeff’s article and photos on
Pages 6 – 8. To all five members
that were deployed…Thank you very
much for representing us with distinction!
Innovation Award
I-Gel Supraglottic Airway Device
Firefighter Yarelis Buigues
Firefighter Yarelis Buigues researched and suggested the I-Gel
Supraglottic Airway Device. It is a
simple back-up airway device, used
to help adequately ventilate and pro-

tect our patient’s airway when an
endotracheal tube placement is not
feasible. Firefighter Buigues became
familiar with it during her paramedic
schooling and used it on multiple
patients. The ease of use is what
originally attracted her to the idea of
implementing the device within our
department. She reached out to
multiple paramedics and local agencies to obtain feedback on their use
of the device and how it improved
airway control success in “last
chance” scenarios. She received
nothing but great feedback. Other
agencies’ trust in the quality of the
device lead her to do her own research on the specifications and the
various capabilities of the device,
such as the built-in suction channel,
bite block, etc. After finding these
specifications and learning the versatility of the product, she presented
all her findings to Captain Craig
Ashley and EMS Division Chief Jason Stout. They were very impressed with her extensive research
and received permission from Medical Director Terry Cohen to do a 6month trial on Medic 2 and Medic 5.
Our EMS Captains ensured all personnel were properly trained on the
device and we have had two successful uses of the device with great
feedback from our crews. Because
of Firefighter Buigues commitment
to providing the best care for our
citizens and her diligence in researching and acquiring the devices,
we have committed to transferring to
the I-Gel Supraglottic Airway Devices during the next fiscal year.
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Firefighter Yarelis Buigues was recognized with the Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Services – Innovation
Award. The acrylic award is etched
with the Department logo and the US
Marine Corp motto, “Improvise,
Adapt, Overcome.” The award was
presented at a ceremony on Friday,
October 19, 2018, in the 6500 Building Auditorium. Congratulations!
Innovation Award
Foxtrot Litter
Firefighter Sebastian Hutcher
During recent active shooter training,
Firefighter Sebastian Hutcher noticed
several questions were raised about
how the first arriving crew members
could effectively remove victims from
these situations. Currently; the
only methods available were either a
one- or two-person carry, or use of a
MegaMover device. While both these
methods can complete the job, they
result in crew members reaching exhaustion, and extrication of the patients taking
longer
than
desired. While Firefighter Hutcher was
a US Army Medic, prior to starting
his career at Boca Raton Fire Rescue, his job was to provide emergency medical care to soldiers on the
battlefield. One piece of equipment
he used to move patients away from
the hot zone was called a Foxtrot
Litter. This device is lightweight and
can be rolled up for easy storage.

The litter made moving these patients over long distances, and often
alone, less fatiguing and
faster. Because of his extensive use
of these litters during his military career, he decided to do further research to see how this device could
be brought over to the fire service. With the guidance of Captain
Jeff Lazzeri, Firefighter Hutcher provided detailed research and sound

reasoning into his proposal for the
Foxtrot Litter. The litter allows a single firefighter to strap a patient in and
then pull the patient quickly and efficiently. This allows first-arriving crews
to move multiple
nonambulatory patients quickly and efficiently, while also reducing the strain
and exhaustion on the crew members. This device also allows for removal of patients as a team,
with several carrying handles placed
around the litter. The patient is protected by the tough plastic sled, and
its durability allows for it to be reused
for future incidents.
Captain Craig Ashley purchased a
Foxtrot Litter for testing at our active
shooter drill this past July. The crews
that participated in the drill were given
the litter to use for moving patients
and to provide feedback. It worked
very well for our members and was
positively received. Based on the
suggestion and research provided by
Firefighter Hutcher, the Department
has recently purchased one litter for
each suppression unit. Thanks to
Firefighter Hutcher’s military service,
his suggestion will allow us to do our
jobs better and faster.
Firefighter Sebastian Hutcher was
recognized with the Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Services – Innovation
Award. The acrylic award is etched
with the Department logo and the US
Marine Corp motto, “Improvise,
Adapt, Overcome.” The award was
presented at a ceremony on Friday,
October 19, 2018, in the 6500 Building Auditorium. Congratulations!
Innovation Award
Jetson Electric Powered
Rescue Paddle Board
Lieutenant Mike Sember
Back in December 2017, Lieutenant
Mike Sember witnessed and performed drone videography of a demonstration of the Jetson Electric Powered Rescue Paddle Board to Palm
Beach County Fire Rescue, Delray
Beach Fire Rescue, and Delray
Beach Ocean Rescue in the Atlantic

Ocean at Delray Beach.
Mike
posted a two-minute video on You
Tube entitled, “Jet Powered Surf
Boards,” on December 19, 2017.
Mike also forwarded the You Tube
video to our staff, and it made it to
Chief Wood on January 6, 2018, for
consideration.

On May 20, 2018, a very significant
ocean rescue occurred, wherein our
personnel entered the rough Atlantic
Ocean surf to rescue a swimmer
caught in a riptide. Through the efforts of at least two city employees
with ocean lifeguard training and
tremendous swimming skills, the
victim was saved. The outcome
could have been different with less
qualified personnel. The Chief recognized that the motorized paddle
board could overcome the shortcomings of less powerful swimmers.
The Jetson Board was ordered and
received on August 28, 2018. Initial
department-wide training and familiarization took place on September
18th thru September 21st. The Jetson Board will replace the standard
surf board mounted over the hose
bed on Engine 3.
Lieutenant Mike Sember was recognized with the Boca Raton Fire
Rescue Services – Innovation
Award. The acrylic award is etched
with the Department logo and the
US Marine Corp motto, “Improvise,
Adapt, Overcome.” The award was
presented on Friday, October 19,
2018. Congratulations!
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Innovation Award
Columbia Weather Systems
Deputy Fire Chief Dave Woodside
Back in 2005, we experienced a fivehour cessation of responses due to
the excessive winds of Hurricane
Wilma.
In September 2017, we
struggled to find accurate local wind
speed measurements to determine
when emergency responses should
cease. We launched an effort to enhance our capabilities with an email
to NOAA and the National Hurricane
Center, seeking advice.
Deputy
Chief Dave Woodside was quickly
assigned as the project manager.
After exhaustive research, Dave recommended Columbia Weather Systems equipment and a Purchase Order was issued on March 27, 2018.
Dave recommended the Orion
Weather Station (complete system)
for Fire Station 1, and Orion LT Wind
Monitor (wind only) for Fire Stations
2 thru 8. The equipment arrived and
the City Information Technology staff
and Municipal Services staff went to
work installing the equipment, cables
and electrical connections. The
whole system was complete by August 21, 2018. During our brush with
Tropical Storm Gordon on September 3, 2018, at 9:04AM, the Fire Station 3 equipment recorded a 10minute average wind of 30.2mph, a 3
-second average wind of 46.9mph,
and a wind gust of 57.9mph. On
September 11, 2018, the new
weather system was the subject of a
WPTV news story, with Deputy Chief
Dave Woodside explaining the advantages of the improvements.

with the Department logo and the US
Marine Corp motto, “Improvise,
Adapt, Overcome.” The award was
presented at a ceremony on Friday,
October 19, 2018, in the 6500 Building Auditorium. Congratulations!
Have a Happy Thanksgiving, a Happy
Holiday Season and a Happy New
Year!
Until next time…be safe.

Logistics and
Support
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief
2019 Expo
How quickly this year is moving
along. Before you know it, the year
will be over and our 2019 Public
Safety Expo will be upon us. This
year’s event promises to be bigger
and better than last year’s. It will
again be held at the Town Center
Mall on Saturday, February 2, 2019,
from 10:00am-2:00pm. Together with
Police Services, we have many activities, demonstrations, and food
planned for this yearly event. Please
save the date and plan on attending
with your family and friends!

opportunities, as well as any other
needs Fire Rescue may have. It will
have the most current safety features and will be customized to
meet our needs. I will keep everyone updated on the progress of this
vehicle.
Two New Medic Units
Also, being spec’d out are two new
medic units. They will be very similar to the last two we purchases and
placed in service as ME-1 & ME-4.
Of course, we will incorporate the
newest and current safety additions,
as well as any other suggestions we
have received from the rank and file
who work on these apparatus’ each
and every day. They will be a welcome addition to our medical responses, which have definitely been
on the rise.
As always, please remain safe out
there and don’t hesitate to reach out
to this Division for any assistance or
support you may need to assist you
in providing the utmost care and
customer service to our citizens and
visitors alike.

Administrative
Services
By:
Patrick Rea
Assistant Chief

Firefighter Paramedic
Applications / New Hires
We are planning to hire six candidates and they will be starting their
eight-week orientation on January
7, 2019, with the Training Division.

Deputy Chief Dave Woodside was
recognized with the Boca Raton
Fire Rescue Services – Innovation
Award. The acrylic award is etched

New Training Van
Logistics is busy planning the purchase of our new 15-passenger training van. This welcome addition to our
fleet will be used for transporting our
new firefighters during their orientation phase, local and distant training

Promotional Processes
The Captain’s and Senior Fire Inspector’s Promotional Exams are
complete, and the eligibility lists are
posted or will be posted soon. I
know everyone who participated in
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the exam is glad the intense studying
is completed and I wish them the
best as they step up in the future.
Proficiency Assessment Program
Requirements
Please review the updated job descriptions and TAPIRS AS 201 carefully, as they affect future promotional exams. All future promotional
exams going forward will REQUIRE
completing a valid Proficiency Assessment Program of the rank being
tested. The Education and Experience section has also changed and
will affect all exams after the upcoming 2019 EMS Captain and Battalion / Division Chief exams. Please
note the new requirements so that
you can start planning to update your
education resume. An update to the
Lieutenant Proficiency Packet is
completed and the Captain Proficiency Packet update should be out
soon. In order to step up, per TAPIRS AS 201, you must have passed
the most recent promotional exam or
recertify with the rank’s Proficiency
Assessment Program.

Firefighter/Driver Proficiency
Packet Update
Now that the Captain’s Exam is complete, the Training Division can continue to update the Firefighter Driver
Proficiency (Step Up) Packet to document and standardize our operations.
Firefighter Drivers Guinn, Nichols,
and Cooper, and Lieutenant Hauss
and John Patfield have been updating
the packet. It will include all aspects
of driver knowledge, skills, and abilities regarding apparatus, operations,
and equipment. All Firefighter/Drivers
will be invited to review the documents and demonstrate the KSAs
before the final version is completed.

New Radio System
The new Public Safety P25 radio system is still awaiting the construction of
the western repeater and tower. We
will be transitioning to the P25 system
in stages after the tower construction,
as the radios are programmed to operate on both the old and new systems to accommodate the transition.
Training Documentation
Remember to forward all education,
certifications, and technical training
documentation to Suzanne Dickens
in the Training Division at sdickens@myboca.us.

New Promotions and Retirements
Congratulations to retired Battalion
Chief Norm Engel for his many years
of dedicated service. Congratulations
to Division Chief Jeff Ross, Captain
Pat Murray, and Lieutenant Adam
Elliott on their new promotions and
Battalion Chief Aaron Oatley on his
reassignment to the Operations Division.
Education is knowledge; training is
proficiency; proficiency and safety are
synonymous. Prepare yourself for
the next alarm so that everyone returns home.

Training
By:
Jeffrey Rupp
Division Chief

Greetings again
from the Training Division!
We have had some awesome training over the past couple of months;
hope everyone was able to gain
something from it. Thank you to all
the instructors and to the members
who were able to provide constructive input into the training.
Post-Fire Decon Training
I instructed three of the four days of
the post-fire decon training. The
training was very well accepted.
This will be a change as to how we
do business, but we all need to be
on-board with it. This training, as
well as the equipment, is for our
benefit.
Keeping ourselves safe
following exposure to smoke is a
huge step in the right direction. We
must also strive to clean our gear,
equipment, and apparatus to avoid
secondary/tertiary
exposures.
Please remember that these secondary/tertiary exposures may affect
our loved ones if the exposure is
taken home.

More Training!
In the coming months, we will be
conducting Search and Rescue,
additional HAZMAT SERC makeups, EVOC and insurance open
enrollment.

BOCA FIRE RESCUE
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Please remember that we are all
SAFETY OFFICERS, whether it be
on the fire scene, at the station, or off
-duty; please look after one another.

your hand on the IPad. This has
made our inventories and restocking
more accurate and efficient. Thank
you to all those who assisted in the
Beta testing of this process.

Stay alert, wear your clean PPE, and
be safe!

On the beautiful morning of Sunday, October 28, 2018, thousands
of participants began the two-mile,
“Walk to End Alzheimer’s,” at Mizner
Park.

EMS
By:
Jason Stout
Division Chief

PulsePoint
What’s going on in EMS? Glad you
asked! As many of you know, over
the past few months, we have been
working diligently to roll out the
PulsePoint app to the public here in
Boca Raton. This application will
alert any user in a .25 mile radius of
a cardiac arrest, at non-residential
locations, that CPR is needed. We
are currently in the Beta testing
phase to confirm the integration with
our CAD system is providing the right
data and making necessary adjustments. We are pushing for a softlaunch for the app by month’s end,
and we will do a bigger roll out and
press release after that. We are all
aware that bystander CPR plays one
of the biggest determining factors in
the return of spontaneous circulation
for anyone in cardiac arrest. This is a
great tool for anyone who is CPRtrained to increase the survival rates
in our city.
Inventory Conversion
Captain Ashley and his light-duty
battalion have been working diligently to update our inventory lists
and convert them into Image Trend
to allow quicker and easier inventories to be taken. Converting the system now allows all our inventories,
from station supplies to equipment
check-offs, to be done in the palm of

Recertification
It is also that time of year when we
recertify all of our EMT and Paramedic licenses. Many of you are not
aware of the process we must follow
in order to keep our licenses renewed. This requires 30 hours of
State- or Medical Director-approved
CEUs, including two hours of pediatrics, and a valid ACLS and CPR card
every two years. I have been, and will
be, attending roll calls over the next
month to get feedback on the type of
medical training you, as an organization, would like to see or feel we
need. Please feel free to email, call or
text me your ideas. I will gather as
much input from the troops as I can
and try to design medical training to
meet our next two-year requirement
around what you want or feel we
need to improve our service.

Suzanne Dickens (below center),
who works part-time for the Training Division, got into the spirit of
the day with friends!

And here’s Boca Raton Fire Rescue’s
team leader for this event, FF Alex
Kennedy.
Suggestions Welcome
As always, the EMS Division is up for
any suggestions. I only ask that you
provide the research and data to justify it. As always, please forward all
suggestions through your supervisor
and your shift EMS Captain and BC
for their guidance and input. I will give
every suggestion its due attention
and a written response, with the action we plan on taking and why. I believe everyone plays a part in making
this department one of the best in the
State, and I encourage all of you to
bring your ideas and passion to the
table.

Thanks to all who participated and/
or donated; we hope to see you
next year!
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Hurricane Michael
by Captain Jeff Lazzeri
SPECIAL REPORT
Boca Raton Fire Rescue sent an engine up to the Panhandle area to
assist efforts as part of a Palm
Beach County Engine Strike Team.
The team was made up of 5 Engines
(1 Boca Raton, 1 Town of Palm
Beach, 1 Delray Beach, 2 Palm
Beach County) and a strike team
leader and aide (both from West
Palm Beach). In the early morning
hours of Oct. 14th, the team headed
up to Tallahassee for an assignment.

who had just suffered from the
strongest hurricane that area has
ever seen.

Upon arriving in Tallahassee, the
team was assigned to Jackson
County to assist ongoing efforts in
that area. Assignments for our strike
team changed often and with short
notice. While in Jackson County, our
engine strike team was paired up
with USAR teams (Urban Search
and Rescue) as standby units. Prior
to our arrival, the USAR teams had
found themselves in situations where
they needed the assistance from engine crews but did not have one near
them. Boca Raton Engine 9 was assigned with Virginia Task Force 2.
While on standby for VTF2, our units
assisted with debris removal for several residents of that area.

On our arrival, the town had no running water and no electricity. Probably close to 80% of the structures had
roof damage or tree damage to their
homes. Boca Raton Engine 9 (also
called Wewa Fire while there) was
assigned as primary fire response for
the town. Wewahitchka normally has
one volunteer fire station with two
apparatus. Due to the damage in the
area, most volunteer firefighters were
not available to cover the area. Boca
Raton’s Engine 9 was there to run
any calls that they received. However, during downtime, they took the
time to provide help to the residents
in any way possible. This included
cutting and removing debris / downed
trees to give homeowners access to
and from their homes, cutting trees
off roofs to prevent further damage,
tarping roofs, passing out supplies,
etc.

After only two quick nights in Jackson County, our team was notified of
a new assignment in Gulf County.
Gulf County sits right next to Bay
County and these were some of the
hardest hit areas. Once there, our
team was assigned to the area on
the north end of Gulf County, which
was about 30 minutes from Panama / Mexico Beach. Boca Raton
Engine 9 was assigned to the City of
Wewahitchka, FL, which is referred
to as Wewa by the locals. Wewa is a
small town of about 2,500 residents

Our unit worked hard, long days but,
fortunately, the nights were normally
slower. This did allow our units to
rest; however, that rest consisted of
sleeping on cots outside under the
stars for the first five nights in Wewa.
Fighting off the spiders and mosquitos only had to go on till about
3am when the mist would roll in and
chase the bugs away. That was
great; however, the mist was so thick
that your sheets / blankets instantly

became drenched. After Day 2 or 3
in Wewa, the city finally had some
running water. Our team was able
to make a shower outside, using
some fallen fence and a hose. This
remained our shower until our last
night there when we removed it.

During our stay in Wewa, Boca
Raton Engine 9 ran the most 911
calls for our Strike Team. This
mainly had to do with our central
location. These calls included several vehicle accidents, with two rollovers, multiple minor brush fires
and illegal burns, two fully-involved
car fires, and a couple of medical
calls. Ambulance Strike Teams from
Manatee County and AMR were
responsible for running most EMS
calls; however, we did assist with
several. Boca Raton Engine 9 crew
also ran the off-duty firefighter who
was killed in an accident with a
fallen tree. Our crew treated this
brother as one of our own and with
the respect that he deserved. Our
unit, along with several others, provided a procession for Firefighter
Brad Price to Bay County where his
home department could take over.

Overall, our Strike Team was one of
the hardest-working strike teams we
saw while in the Panhandle area.
Your crew from Boca Raton Engine
9 worked tirelessly and provided
help to that area, which will not be
forgotten. The experience was humbling, as well as uplifting to see how
our crews worked so well with the
residents and crews from the surrounding area.
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November
Pat Kelly
Thomas Carroll
Michael Francis
Brian Ward
Michael Young
Mario Eaton
Dave Rosenthal
Maverick Daughtrey
Joseph Gandolfo
Joseph Germano
Ryan Gerwig
Kyle Graham
Aaron Hyde
Randy Prokos
Tyler Rochefort
John Schiano
Jonathan Taylor
Kylee Andrews
Mark Bruschi
Christopher Carr
Sean Gantner
Alexandra Gray
Gerald Hagin
Cameron Hartley
Sara Jacobson
Rudy Kerkerian
Patrick Madden
Olen Price
David Rivera
Raquel Stout

31
28
21
21
20
14
12
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

Jordan Burnett
David Cuba
Matthew DiCerbo
Dustin Ducasse
Joshua Hecker
Brandon Indiviglio
Luke Lawson
Michael Lesmes
Charles Moore
Peter Nunez
James Rodriguez
Joseph Sessa
Matthew Sternfeld
Cody Szeto
Michael Tozzo
Rodney Tumbleston
Reed Webster
January
Randy Hunsinger
Michelle Murphy
Gary Swedenborg
Lenny Marraffino
Jeff Matheson
Jay Sumner

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
30
30
30
29
28
22

Happy Thanksgiving!!
Thursday, November 22

December
Joseph Majhess
Harry Lintner, III
Matt Welhaf
Andrea Entus
Jordan Flaschner
Brian Shapins
Robert Cervi
Christopher Burden
John Elliott
Joe Ildefonso
Chad Kozloski
Patrick Lao
Brian Marlen
Craig Ashley
Thomas Black
Yarelis Buigues

27
21
17
16
16
16
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
2
2

RETIREES!!
Don’t wait to get the latest in Boca
Raton Fire Rescue news! Send
us your email address and be the
first “in the know” for newsletters,
retirements, and celebrations.
Contact Majida Garcia at mgarcia@myboca.us!

Planning
By:
John Luca
Assistant Chief

The beginning of the holiday season
brings with it a sense of thankfulness and appreciation for all that we
are and that we aspire to become.
For me, I am thankful to have my
responsibilities expanded in hopes
of being able to add greater value to
our organization. My title will
change from Planning Chief to Administrative Chief. While we are still
in the transition phase, my scope
now includes: the Training Division,
TAPIRS/SOPs, Honor Guard, Pipes
& Drums, the Explorer Program,
Public Safety Expo, and the Building Survey Program.
As you can see, each and every
program mentioned requires a committed and engaged workforce. In
other words, WE can accomplish all
that we set out to achieve. Knowing
that training provides the greatest
opportunity to achieve the highest
level of expertise, I am particularly
interested in making strides in this
vital area. Specifically, I’m looking
forward to “in-house” training becoming a bigger part of our daily
routine. It is in and through these
training exercises that we will hone
our skills and be better prepared to
provide the highest quality fire and
emergency medical services to our
community.
In closing, I want to wish you and
your family the warmest of holiday
wishes. The sacrifices you make as
public servants are greatly appreciated, as are those of your support
system at home. So please pass
along our sincere gratitude to those
who help provide the very foundation necessary to do the work we so
love to do.

BOCA FIRE RESCUE
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Administration
By:
David Woodside
Deputy Chief

Seeing that this is my last newsletter
article, I wanted to take a moment for
reflections. Looking in the rearview
mirror, it now seems like a quick
twenty-nine years of service with
Boca Raton Fire Rescue. To the
many that have had influence on my
career and life, I want to simply say,
“Thank You.” I recollect sitting in a
Fire Inspector class at South Tech
with Mitch Greenberg and him inviting me to come to Boca. Craig Bond
and Mike Gergora were the instructors that raved on about how the City
of Boca was a very good organization. Bernie Tilson led the interview
panel and always made me feel welcome; Jerry Cochrane, my first Shift
Commander, made sure that I was in
the right place to be successful. Ken
Bailes made sure that I understood
the culture of Boca Raton, and Jack
McCartt propelled me into the instructional arena at the Fire Academy. Raul Travieso led us in learning how to march, while Dr. Welhaf
made sure I participated at the highest level at ClinCon.
It has been a joy to serve in the
many positions and capacities
throughout my career. The opportunity to impact lives positively continues to be all around the organization.
From responding to calls and administering ALS treatment that changed
the outcome of someone’s life, to
delivering a baby, to teaching CPR,
to serving on the HIT team, to assisting with Boca Helping Hands; these
are dashes that influenced my life.
During my tenure, I had the opportunity to touch lives, even internationally, with the support of City leadership.

Thank you to the Chief and City Manager for providing me an opportunity
to serve at the Executive Staff level of
Fire Rescue and then allowing me to
make an impact at the State and National level. Patty, thank you for the
ray of sunshine that you bring every
day, and for the years of knowledge
and experience that you imparted to
me. There are many more individuals
that helped along the “dash line” and
assisted in giving me a successful
career; to all, I say thank you.
I continue to be humbled and grateful
to serve the citizens of Boca Raton
for the past twenty-nine years. Thank
you.

South Mizner Blvd., will begin
demolition of several unoccupied
apartment buildings within the next
two months. Also, I expect the Assisted Living Facility (ALF) project,
located at 475 East Royal Palm
Road, to apply for a foundation permit in the very near future.
Projects well underway include
Tower 155 (condominium), located
at 155 East Boca Raton Road,
which is approaching top-out. Four
of the eight apartment buildings,
located at 5500 Broken Sound
Blvd., have been approved for occupancy. Finally, the new high-rise
condominium project, located at 327
East Royal Palm Road, is nearing
completion, and it is nearly ready for
TCO inspections.
Hurricane Season is Ending
Finally, hurricane season is coming
to an end; and although it has been
fairly quiet in South Florida, we still
need to be attentive to the weather
situation. Continue to review your
hurricane plan, so you’re ready
should something develop that may
affect our area. Stay safe!

Fire &
Life Safety
By:
Matt Welhaf
Assistant Chief
Hello All! Hope you are well.
Downtown Construction
I’m sure you have noticed continued
construction activity in the Downtown
area. Via Mizner Phases 2 & 3, located at South Federal Highway and
East Camino Real, received final approval from City Council during the
last Council meeting. This clears the
way for actually going beyond the
foundation work. Phase 2 will become the Mandarin Oriental Hotel
upon completion, and Phase 3 will be
the Mandarin Condominium.
The
condominium project, located at 200

Hanukkah, Sunday, December 2

Christmas, Tuesday, December 25
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Mike LaSalle, Public Information Officer

Warehouse Fire
Boca Raton - At 5:51am on Friday,
October 12, 2018, Boca Raton Firefighters responded to a report of a
warehouse on fire. A passerby called
911 and reported smoke coming from
a warehouse at 4301 Oak Circle.
Boca Raton Firefighters arrived to find
black smoke and fire in a warehouse.
Firefighters forced entry into the overhead doors, extinguished the fire and
were able to prevent further fire extension to the other businesses. No occupants or firefighters were injured
during this early morning blaze. The
damage at this time is approximately
$250,000-$300,000. The fire is still
under investigation.

At Town Center Mall in the
Sears parking lot

House Fire
Boca Raton – At 7:56pm on Tuesday, October 23, 2018, Boca Raton
Firefighters responded to a report of a
house on fire. A neighbor called 911
after hearing a fire alarm ringing inside of the house in the Broken Sound
Community. Boca Raton Firefighters
arrived to find heavy fire coming from
the garage area and extending into
the house. Firefighters forced entry
into the home and extinguished the
fire within 30 minutes. The home was
unoccupied and under construction.
No firefighters were injured during this
early evening blaze. The damage at
this time is approximately $500,000.
The fire is still under investigation.

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

