City of Boca Raton
Your City
Your Community
Your Boca Raton

Your Tax Dollars at Work
In 2018, Boca Raton was voted one of the Top 100 Best Places to Live by
Livability.com and Best Small City to Start a Business by Wallethub.com. The
City’s premier quality of life begins with a commitment to its guiding principles:
• Financially Sound City Government
• World Class Municipal Services
• Vibrant and Sustainable City
• Strong Partnership with the Community
The City is able to provide its residents with the highest quality of service through
responsible use of public resources which enhance the quality of life.
One of the resources available to the City is the Infrastructure Surtax (IST) Fund.
Funded by the Palm Beach County One Cent Sales Surtax that was approved by
voters in 2016, the IST Fund provides the opportunity to design and construct
projects that improve our infrastructure and enhance the appearance of our
community, adding to our reputation as the premier City in which to live, work, learn
and play.

Palm Beach County One Cent Sales Surtax
In November 2016, Palm Beach County voters approved raising the sales tax from 6
percent to 7 percent. This one-cent sales tax increase took effect January 1, 2017 and
will end on December 31, 2026 unless $2.7 billion is collected before then.
Of the total funds collected from the one cent sales tax, 50% is provided to the Palm
Beach County School District and Palm Beach County receives 30%. The 39
municipalities split the remaining 20%.
The surtax funds may only be used for infrastructure projects such as roads,
sidewalks, bridges, schools, parks and government buildings.
The City of Boca Raton is estimated to receive $5.3 million per year (about $53 million
over the next 10 years).

Infrastructure Surtax (IST) Projects
The City of Boca Raton created the Infrastructure Surtax (IST) Fund for receiving and
spending the surtax funds collected by the County. The City created a Citizen’s
Oversight Committee to monitor the expenditures from the IST Fund. The Citizen’s
Oversight Committee is comprised of the members of the City’s Financial Advisory
Board. A list of proposed infrastructure projects were presented to the Citizen’s
Oversight Committee in August 2017.
Updates were provided to the committee in April and August 2018.
The City may issue a bond to construct many of the IST projects in the first few years
of the IST funding, instead of waiting for the funds to be received over a 10 to 12 year
period. The surtax funds received in later years would be used to pay the debt service
on the bond.

Public Safety - Fire Station 6
1901 Clint Moore Road, Boca Raton, FL 33496
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is
$5,500,000 and completion is anticipated in fiscal year
2019 – 2020.
The City of Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
Department has an ISO Class 1 Rating, the highest
rating available from the Insurance Service Office,
which provides statistical information on risk. Its
mission is to minimize the level of risk to life and property through the delivery of the
highest quality emergency and nonemergency services to the community.
Fire Rescue Services has over 230 employees, eight fire stations and manages four
divisions:
• Operations
• Administration
• Logistics and Support
• Fire and Life Safety
To maintain this high level of service, all City fire stations have been brought up to
modern standards with the exception of Fire Station 6 located on Clint Moore Road
and Military Trail. A renovation will include vehicle storage, separate dormitory
facilities, a medical decontamination room and protective clothing storage.

“The mission of the Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services Department is to minimize the
level of risk to life and property through the delivery of the highest quality
emergency and non-emergency services to the community.”

Public Safety – Communication Tower
8111 Golf Course Road, Boca Raton, FL 3343
The estimated cost of this multi-year project
is $2,000,000 and completion is anticipated
in fiscal year 2018 – 2019.
The City of Boca Raton is one of the safest
cities in Palm Beach County. Boca Raton
Police Services Department’s mission is to
enhance the quality of life in the City
through progressive police service in
partnership with the community.
Police Services and Fire Rescue Services, along with other departments, utilize a
communication tower located on the Boca Raton Municipal Golf Course property.
The tower is an integral component of the City's safety services dispatch and
emergency communications system. The tower is a 180-foot tower that was
constructed in 1987. It needs to be replaced with a structure that will support the
City’s communication equipment, providing reliable service in both daily use and
emergency situations.
Other improvements in continuation with the project include:
• Generator equipment for continued services during sustained power outages
• Improved communication systems that will be in all police and fire vehicles as
well as on individual officers and firefighters/paramedics
• Interconnectivity within Palm Beach County and other agencies
“Public safety employees tirelessly dedicate every day to defending and assisting
the City of Boca Raton. Updating and restoring our facilities and resources, allows
us to continue providing our world-class services which protect our citizens.”

Pavement Resurfacing
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is $26,000,000 to be completed over
multiple years.

The City’s roadway network is a critical
asset managed to maximize the
appearance and integrity of the roads. To
achieve those goals, the Municipal
Services Department utilizes a pavement
management system that includes
periodic inspections, a uniform process to
assess pavement conditions and a
predictive model to optimize the timing
of roadway resurfacing, rejuvenation and
reconstruction.
Using the results of the pavement
management system software, a fiveyear program for roadway projects has been developed. The roadway projects will
include major roadways and neighborhood roadways. The projects along with the
amount and current status of the project are shown below in detail. The projects
listed are the initial two-year projects. Years three through five are being developed
based on the predictive model and roadway conditions.

Parks and Recreation – Silver Palm Park
600 East Palmetto Park Road, Boca Raton, FL 33432
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is $1,600,000 and completion is
anticipated in fiscal year 2019 – 2020.

Silver Palm Park is known throughout the boating community in the City. The park
includes boat launch ramps that provide access to Lake Boca Raton through the
Inlet and the Atlantic Ocean.
It is anticipated that the park will be kept as a passive area with a direct pedestrian
connection with the Wildflower Park. This will allow more inclusive activities for
residents and boaters.
“Great park for boaters...Easy access to Lake Boca and the ocean.” Google review of
Silver Palm Park.

Parks and Recreation – Wildflower Park
551 East Palmetto Park Road, Boca Raton FL,
33432
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is
$3,090,000 and completion is anticipated in
fiscal year 2019 – 2020.
Conceptual plans for Wildflower Park include:
• Pedestrian walkways
• Terraced steps/seating
• Event lawn
• Children’s playground
• Splash pad

•
•
•
•
•
•

Event pavilion with a plaza
Event Promenade
Dinning outdoor area
Parking
Enhanced landscaping
Connection to Silver Palm Park under Palmetto Park Road

“We love to come here and walk in the mornings. It’s a gorgeous view and easy
parking during the week!” Google Review of Wildflower Park.

Parks and Recreation – Lake Wyman and Rutherford Park
Lake Wyman: 1500 NE 5th Avenue, Boca Raton, FL 33432
Rutherford Park: 600 NE 24th
Street, Boca Raton, FL 33432
The estimated cost of this
multi-year project is $1,807,500
and completion is anticipated
in fiscal year 2019 – 2020.
The City of Boca Raton is undertaking an extensive restoration project at the
adjacent James A. Rutherford and Lake Wyman parks. The project will revitalize
historic canoe and kayak trails including a kayak launch area, restroom facilities and
destination sites throughout the trail.

The site will also include replacing the current boardwalk and adding access points
to the shoreline. Facilities and trail networks allow exploration of the tropical
revitalized park by foot.
Additional improvements include added parking access, exotic vegetation removal
and a mangrove habitat.
The Lake Wyman and Rutherford Park visitors can enjoy the amenities and
surrounding environment as a part of the healthy and active lifestyle found in the
City of Boca Raton.
“Lake Wyman is a great neighborhood place to walk and do exercise. There is a
walking trail with stations for stretching. You can also walk down to the water.”
Google Review of Lake Wyman.

Parks and Recreation – Hillsboro/El Rio Park
499 SW 18th Street, Boca Raton, FL 33486
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is
$8,020,000 and completion is anticipated in fiscal
year 2018 – 2019.
Phase 1 of the Hillsboro/El Rio Park project located
on the north side of SW 18th Street was completed in
2002. Phase I included a baseball field, soccer field
and basketball court.

Phase II at Hillsboro/El Rio Park will be on the south side of SW 18th Street and will
include:
• Site remediation
• Jogging/fitness trail
• Picnic pavilions
• Pickleball courts
• Basketball courts
• Sand volleyball
• Soft canoe/kayak launch ramp
• Additional parking
“As with most parks in Boca Raton, it’s well maintained. I’ve actually been here
three times now and I have seen City workers doing landscaping or cleaning up on
every visit.” Yelp Review of Hillsboro/El Rio Park

Parks and Recreation – Waterfront Master Plan
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is $4,990,000 and to be completed in
multiple years.
Waterfront living and recreation are unique hallmarks of Boca Raton. Miles of ocean
front beaches and parks, as well as additional park properties along the intracoastal
and adjoining canals and waterways bring enjoyment to residents and visitors.
Park attendees enjoy activities onshore and offshore as well as, artificial reefs located
just off the coastline.

Today’s population is interested in leisure, parks and recreation on the water. Surfing,
kayaking, fishing, paddle boarding and boating can be enjoyed all year long in Boca
Raton, and the Waterfront Master Plan includes many new, outdoor trends in
recreation, to promote a healthy lifestyle.

Parks and Recreation – Waterfront Master Plan, Artificial Reef
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is $1,133,400 for design and
construction. Estimated completion is anticipated in fiscal year Summer 2019.
Perfect for snorkeling and diving, Red Reef Beach was recognized as one of the Top
10 Beaches to Snorkel in Florida by Coastal Living in 2018. The City is in the beginning
design phase for the development and construction of an environmental
enhancement artificial reef.
The reef would consist of approximately 20-30 limestone boulder modules, similar to
those already in place at Red Reef Park.
Each boulder will be approximately 3-5 tons (3-4 feet in diameter) and placed in
water depths ranging from 6 to 12 feet to create a robust nearshore, hardbottom
habitat. The boulders will be places in a coherent position to allow for easy
navigation through a snorkeling trail with accessibility from the shore. This newest
underwater attraction will become the fourth artificial reef off of Boca Raton and is
anticipated to be completed in the late summer of 2019.

Parks and Recreation – Waterfront
Master Plan, South Beach Park
400 North State Road, A1A, Boca Raton, FL
Nestled among native sea grapes and
dunes, South Beach Park is a local favorite
with ample parking and a connection to the
South Beach Pavilion, which is a favorite
sunrise spot each morning.
Conceptual plans for South Beach Park
include:
• Enhanced beach access
• Beach activity rental kiosk
• Beach volleyball
• Cabana rentals
• Renovated restrooms
• Picnic lawns
• Pedestrian A1A crossing
“Love this beach! Nothing like Boca Raton
beaches and parks. One of the things that
made me fall in love with this city.” Google
Review of South Beach Park.

Parks and Recreation – Waterfront Master Plan, Spanish River Park
3001 North State Road A1A, Boca Raton FL 33431
Known for its tunnels connecting the park to the beach, Spanish River Park offers
ample picnic facilities including grills, tables and shelters that host birthday parties
and special occasions year-round. Spanish River Park is tucked between the
intracoastal and A1A, with a small public dock, kayak launching area and sand
volleyball courts. Playgrounds and exercise equipment are family favorites and the
park is full of wildlife, interesting flowers, plants and mature trees. The park is often
used for community events with plenty of outdoor parking.
Conceptual plans for Spanish River Park include:
• Lookout pavilion
• Wetland educational trail
• Enhanced Intracoastal beach
• Enhanced public dock features
• Event lawn with pavilion
• Enhanced beach portal
• Beach activity rental kiosk
• Non-motorized boat launch
• Fishing boardwalk
• Organized group camping
• Picnic area with sand volleyball
• Fitness area
• Exercise trail
“Beautiful area! The beach is super clean and well kept. We visited on a weekday
and it was not busy, we had our own set up away from everyone else. There are
beach chairs and umbrellas to rent on the beach there. The park is beautiful and
great for kids.” Google Review of Spanish River Park

Parks and Recreation – Waterfront Master
Plan, Red Reef Park
1400 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, FL 33432
Red Reef Park is a 67-acre oceanfront park for
swimming, snorkeling and surf fishing and also is
the home to the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.
Conceptual plans for Red Reef Park include:
• Event pavilion
• Boardwalk extension
• Enhanced connection to Red Reef West
• Improved connection to playground
• Picnic pavilion
• Children’s splash pad
• Improved playground with active path
• Beach activity rental kiosk
• Enhanced beach entrance
“Great family beach with picnic tables. Perfect way to spend the afternoon. If you
enjoy a nice walk, good picnic, or playing in the surge, you can’t go wrong here at
Red Reef Park!” Google Review of Red Reef Park

Other Projects – Off Site School
Roadways
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is
$1,000,000 to be completed over multiple years.
The City of Boca Raton is supporting local
schools within City limits by providing repaved
roads in the area. Maintaining the integrity of
the roads and continuing to provide a safe
environment for parents and children to and
from school is a priority for the City. The first
project will begin on Verde Trail around Verde
Elementary School.

Other Projects – Adaptive Traffic Controls
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is $168,000 and completion is
anticipated in fiscal year 2022 - 2023.
The installation of Adaptive Traffic Control Systems (ATCS) is a City-wide initiative
that will adjust the timing of traffic lights in real time to accommodate changing
traffic patterns and ease traffic congestion. This is done through the collection and
processing of data received through strategically placed sensors.
The benefits of adaptive signal controls are:
•
•

•
•

Continuous distribution of green light
time for all traffic movements
Improvements of travel time reliability by
progressively moving vehicles through
green lights
Reduction of congestion by creating a
smoother flow of traffic
Prolong the effectiveness of traffic signal
timing

Other Projects – Street Light Design
The estimated cost of this multi-year project is
$1,000,000 and completion is anticipated in
fiscal year 2018 – 2019.
This project will require the installment of
streetlights at various locations throughout the
City for nighttime traffic safety. The City will be
providing a street light assessment and
photometric analysis for major corridors within
the City that have gaps in lighting infrastructure.
Such corridors include Military Trail, Glades
Road, Clint Moore Road, Congress Avenue, Saint
Andrews Boulevard and NW 5th Avenue. Once
the design of this project is complete, FPL will
install the designated street lights in the
appropriate locations.

