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BOCA FIRE RESCUE NET
this year. The EMS Providers of
Palm Beach County will be honoring
several members of the EMS community on Friday, May 25th.

Fire Chief Report
By:
Thomas R. Wood
CFO, MIFireE
Until next time…be safe.

Promotion
Kim Puchalski was promoted to Fire
Inspector on April 27, 2018. Please
congratulate Kim, when you see her.
10 New Firefighters
The following 10 new Firefighters
started their careers with us on May
7, 2018: Gene McMinn, Paul Valerio,
Alexander Paz, Christopher Lohberg, Chelsea Pumphrey, Anthony
Afflitto, Mario Caballero, Jeremy
Lima, Hunter Coddington, and Leny
Rivera. They will complete a 7-week
Orientation Program that culminates
with a Badge Ceremony on Friday,
June 22, 2018, at 3:00PM in the
6500 Building Auditorium. Please
welcome these new employees to
our Fire Rescue family.
Sad News
Bill Sobke (age 74), our 55th career
Firefighter, passed away on January
5, 2018, in Boca Raton. Bill was a
Firefighter/Driver and worked here
14 years, between 1969 and 1983.

Ray Murray (age 75), our 52nd career Firefighter, passed away on
March 8, 2018, in Boca Raton. Ray
was an Assistant Fire Chief and
worked here 24 years, between
1968 and 1993.

Operations
By:
John Treanor
Assistant Chief

Bernie Tillson
Memorial EMS Challenge
The 2018 Bernie Tillson Memorial
EMS Challenge was a huge success
again this year. Anthony Jerina coordinated the event. He and his team
created a fun and challenging experience for all those involved during
the two-day affair. Please mark your
calendars, as this annual event will
be scheduled at a similar time next
year.
First There First Care
The 2018 First There First Care
Conference will be held this year at
the Bonaventure Resort & Spa, 250
Racquet Club Road, Weston, FL
33326 on June 5th – 7th. This conference will have several notable
speakers providing many different
EMS presentations, an EMS competition, and displays of new and innovative EMS equipment. For those
interested, please go to http://
firsttherefirstcare.com for more information.
EMS Week
EMS Week is from May 20th – 26th

Retirement – Brett Lea
Please take the time to wish Battalion Chief Brett Lea a safe and happy
retirement. Brett is scheduled to retire at the end of May. Brett has
been an integral part of our organization for more than 34 years. There
is not enough room in this newsletter to list the vast number of contributions Brett has made to this department. Congratulations on your
retirement, Brett!

Tox Medic
A Tox Medic course is currently in
development in Palm Beach County
and will be certified by the Palm
Beach County Medical Directors
Association. This course is intended
to bring all departments throughout
the county together under one curriculum. This unified approach will
allow all Tox Medics the ability to
use the same treatments, procedures, medications, and medicationbox configurations. Currently, Boca
Raton Fire Rescue, Boynton Beach
Fire Rescue, West Palm Beach Fire
Rescue, and Palm Beach County
Fire Rescue have been working on
the project. Once the course is
scheduled for delivery, we will send
out the details for those wanting to
attend.

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 13
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Logistics and
Support
By:
Michael LaSalle
Assistant Chief

27th. This is the largest fire department training conference and trade show in
North America. This record-breaking year saw 34,425 attendees from all
over the world. As your Logistics & Support Chief, I spent several days viewing the most up-to-date safety equipment, tools, and uniforms, and sat in on
many seminars to help enhance OUR fire department! I look forward to sharing some of the knowledge I have obtained from attending this wonderful
conference.

Hello from the
Logistics & Support Division!
Fire Boat
Upgrades to Fire Boat 3 are finally
completed. We had a new exhaust
put in for the fire pump, as well as
some work done to the screens to
help enhance the GPS of the vessel.
These improvements will most definitely help the crews while out navigating the waters of our City, responding to either medical calls or
fire-related calls.

Planning

Hurricane Season
On Monday, May 14th, all of our fire
stations will be performing the annual
hurricane shutter drill in preparation
of the 2018 hurricane season, which
is fast approaching (June 1st). While
performing the drill, please exercise
the shutters, panels, and any other
equipment related to the protection
of the station. Write the appropriate
work order for any missing or broken
equipment. The goal is to have any
and all work orders completed prior
to the start of the hurricane season.
Your cooperation with this most important drill is greatly appreciated!
FDIC
I was fortunate enough to attend
FDIC International 2018 (Fire Department Instructor Conference) in
Indianapolis, Indiana, from April 23-

By:
John Luca
Assistant Chief

Building Survey Program
Let me start by saying how much we
appreciate your hard work and dedication toward the building survey
program. Without question, you are
our greatest asset and without your
continued commitment toward this
program, we would not be able to
gather and process this invaluable
information.
In the coming months, you will find
that many of the assignments have
limited information, especially when
it comes to the drawings. Please do
your best to provide a schematic that

can be used to develop a drawing in
the Vizio program. It goes without
saying, the greater the information
received, the more accurate and reliable the data becomes. Again, thank
you!
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Fire &
Life Safety
By:
Matt Welhaf
Assistant Chief
Hello All,
We are about a month away from
having to “reason with hurricane season,” which runs from June 1 through
November 30. The National Hurricane Center in Coral Gables, Florida,
predicts storm movements 72 hours
in advance and usually gives 24 to
36 hours notice for a hurricane
watch, 18 to 24 hours notice for a
warning. While the weather is still
favorable, please take the time to
plan for this event before any storm
poses a threat to you and our community.
Evacuation Plan and Supplies
Any plan should take into account a
number of considerations.
First,
should the need arise, have an
evacuation plan for you and your
family, any seniors, persons with
special needs, and pets. Include in
your plan that it may be necessary to
secure boats, automobiles, and outdoor furniture; have your trees
trimmed now. Check hurricane shutters, test run generators, and have
supplies on hand including water,
food,
extra
batteries,
lighting/
flashlights, battery-operated radio/
TV, needed medical supplies, and
cash. When a storm appears more
than a week out, try to keep your
vehicle fuel tanks topped off. Gathered supplies should be enough to
last a minimum of two weeks. Get
ahead of the panic and the crowds.

Hurricane Shutter Drill
You may want to consider doing a
hurricane shutter drill; verify you have
all the parts you need, and if you
have accordion or folding shutters,
make sure the moving parts are properly lubricated. One thing to avoid
doing now is storing additional gas
(LP) and fuel inside your house or
garage. We all recognize these items
will be important should a hurricane
hit, but it is better to consider those
extra supplies only when the possibility of a storm is imminent.
Insurance and Important Papers
Now is a good time to review your
insurance coverage and make any
needed adjustments. Compile important documents, including medical
insurance cards, copies of all prescriptions, immunization records, copies of personal identification, bank
and saving accounts, mortgages and
titles, insurance policies, birth certificates, passports, pet registration and
immunization records, motor vehicle
and boat registrations, phone numbers of family, physicians, pharmacy,
caregiver, business contacts, etc.
Place in a waterproof container.

Special Care Needs unit (Shelter)
Last year, we received a number of
calls regarding sheltering people with
special needs or significant medical
issues. Space is limited at the Palm
Beach County (PBC) Special Care
Needs unit, and you are required to
register with the PBC Division of
Emergency Management. You can
do this by copying the link provided:
www.discover.org/publicsafety/dem/
special-needs
or by phone, (561)
712-6400, Extension 1. Once registered, and following the opening of
the shelters by PBC Emergency Management, should you or a family

member require transport to the
Special Needs Shelter, Boca Raton
Fire Rescue Services will provide
transport.

Remember, planning now is the key
to a successful outcome should we
have to deal with a storm this year.
Stay Safe Everyone!!

Administrative
Services
By:
Patrick Rea
Assistant Chief

New Hires
Ten new Firefighters started on May
7, 2018, and will be completing a
seven-week orientation, including
required paperwork, Fire and EMS
training.
Firefighter/Paramedic
Applications
Applications are currently open to
find additional candidates that will
be available for hire to fill anticipated vacancies. Please encourage good candidates to apply with
the understanding that our process
is involved but that the rewards of
becoming part of the Boca Fire Rescue Family is worth the effort.
Promotional Processes
The Promotional Exam for Lieutenant is ongoing as of this newsletter
and will create the promotional list
beginning June 1, 2018. Good luck
to everyone that is participating to
become our future Lieutenants.
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The Captain Promotional Exam will
be posting soon. Please review the
requirements carefully and submit
your application early to avoid any
surprises. The Training Division will
review your application, by appointment, and certify that you have completed all the requirements. Good
luck to all who are taking the exams.
Proficiency Assessment Program
Requirements
Please review the updated Job Descriptions and TAPIRS AS 201 carefully, as they affect future promotional exams. All future promotional
exams going forward will REQUIRE
completing a valid Proficiency Assessment Program of the rank being
tested. The Education and Experience section has also changed and
will affect all exams after the upcoming 2018 Captain and 2019 EMS
Captain exams. Please note the
new requirements so that you can
start planning to update your education resume.

Training Documentation
Remember to forward all education,
certifications, and technical training
documentation to Suzanne Dickens
in the Training Division at sdickens@myboca.us.
Firefighter Driver Proficiency
Packet Update
The Training Division with Firefighter/
Drivers Guinn, Nichols, Cooper, and
Hauss, and John Patfield, from Fire
Support, are continuing to update the
Firefighter/Driver Proficiency (Step
Up) Packet to document and standardize our operations. It will include
all aspects of driver knowledge,

skills, and abilities regarding apparatus, operations, and equipment. The
update is moving closer to a final
draft. All Firefighter/Drivers will be
invited to review the documents and
demonstrate the KSAs before the
final version is completed.
New Radio System
The new Public Safety P25 radio system is still awaiting the construction of
the Western Repeater and Tower and
Dispatch Center transition to 6500
Congress Avenue before switching to
the P25 system. We will be transitioning to the P25 system in stages,
as the radios are programmed to operate on both the old and new system
to accommodate the transition.

EMS Cycling Course
Thank you to everyone interested in
the IPMBA EMS Cycling course with
Instructor Dave Weyer. Each class
can only accommodate six students
and additional classes will be offered
in the future to facilitate the additional
interest and provide the department
with the enough certified bike medics
for events.

Education is knowledge; training is
proficiency; proficiency and safety are
synonymous. Prepare yourself for
the next alarm so that everyone returns home.

May
Mike LaSalle
Warren Cann
Brunna Cinotto
Angelina Odoms
Adam Armstrong

27
19
14
3
1

June
Carmen Aragona
Mike Altamuro
Bill Puchalski
Thomas Karbowski
Kevin Sullivan
Mike McBrien
Jason Owens
Bill Pazanski
Robert Batista
Steve Betancourt
Anthony Davis
Brian Glisson
John Gonzalez
Eric Hanks
Anthony Jerina
Francisco Ramirez
Scott Sieben
Joseph Vesce
Mark Kasprow
Joseph Lozano
Thomas Reid

18
16
16
16
16
15
15
14
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
4
3

July
Tony Armijo
Jeff Ross
James Smith
Loyd Putnam
Suzanne Dickens

23
23
23
19
5
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Training
By:
Jeffrey Rupp
Division Chief
Bob Lemons, Public Information Officer
MARCH OF THE BULL
The Fire & Life Safety Division continues to deliver fire safety education
to our community and businesses.
Over the last couple of months, they
have provided station tours, school
visits, and assisted several businesses in setting up fire warden programs and providing fire drills for
their employees. On April 4th, retired
Orange County Firefighter Tom “Bull”
Hill passed through Boca Raton during his “March of the Bull” awareness
walk. If you missed it, FF Hill is walking from Key West to Tallahassee to
bring attention to the issue of the
high number of cancer instances in
firefighters, while gathering the
names of firefighters who have died
as a result of cancer. During his
walk, he and the other firefighters
walking with him, stopped at Fire
Station 1 to rest and rehydrate. At
the same time, a group of firstgraders from St. Paul Lutheran were
touring the station. As the children
were walking out onto the bay to look
at the trucks, FF Hill and his group
were walking up the ramp to the station. Inspector Lemons, who was
conducting the tour, spoke with FF
Hill and explained why the children
were here. FF Hill took time to meet
with the children and posed for several pictures. The children also had a
blessing/prayer
that
they
had
planned to say only to the on-duty
crew but now they had a much bigger audience. FF Hill, as well as the
firefighters that had joined the walk,
all gathered around the children in
the truck bay. Everyone bowed their
heads as the children, each one hav-

ing their own part to recite, prayed
and blessed the group. After it was
over and several other photos were
taken, more than a few firefighters
took me aside and told me it was all
they could do to keep it together as
the children spoke. (Pictures on Page
11)
TOUCH A TRUCK EVENT
On Saturday, April 14th, Fire Inspector
Dan Rush and Fire Prevention Officer
Paula Ursini participated in the City’s
first “Touch-a-Truck” event held at the
Spanish River Library. Over 3,000
people attended the event. A fire
truck and rescue truck were manned
and fire safety materials, as well as
our traditional children’s fire helmets,
were provided. Both Inspector Rush
and FPO Ursini said it was a very
enjoyable event and the public was
thankful
for
their
attendance.
(Pictures on Page 10)
OPIOID CRISIS SYMPOSIUM
On April 4th, St. Joan of Arc held an
Opioid Crisis Symposium to address
the issue of the ongoing opioid crisis.
Fire Inspector Lemons was asked to
speak regarding the effect this crisis
was having on emergency service
personnel and the increase in calls
related to opioid overdoses. Other
speakers included Officer Bart Galletta of the Boca Raton Police Department and Chief Assistant State Attorney Alan Johnson. (Picture on Page
11)

Greetings again
from the Training Division!
Boca Teeca Hotel Training
First and foremost, thank you for all
of the positive feedback regarding
training at the old Boca Teeca Hotel. We are planning an additional
week this month. This location will
also be used for training our new
Firefighters.

Training Props
The Training Division has taken delivery of multiple training props; two
were used for the aforementioned
training. A different training prop,
Firehouse Innovations Force Entry
Door, will be used in future department trainings. The door prop is
currently housed at Fire Station 7,
and available for on-duty training.
Please view the training video on
the V-Drive (V Drive- DF Fire Rescue- Training- FORCIBLE ENTRY
TRAINING), prior to using the prop,
and schedule an on-duty time with
your Battalion Chief.
Upcoming Training Classes
Pediatric Advanced Life Support
training will begin at the end of May
and continue through the entire
month of June. If you are planning
time off, PLEASE ensure that your
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Battalion Chief is aware and can adjust the shift training schedule accordingly.

volume control on each speaker is
not to be altered by personnel in
training at any time.
Communications
By:
Michelle Murphy
Division Chief

The Training Division will soon be
pushing out the next NFPA 1410
evolution. This has been postponed
due to tower construction. Evolution
number two involves two suppression units and two hand lines in an
offensive attack, utilizing a reverse
lay. Suppression unit number one
will be operating at the simulated fire
scene; suppression unit number two
will hand off a supply line and proceed to the water supply. Additional
information will be forthcoming.
Lower the Risk
As we all should know, cancer is a
huge problem in our chosen profession. Wear your SCBA and PPE and
keep it all clean. The old proverb “an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure,” holds true in this case. Limiting the exposure to the known carcinogens will hopefully equate to limiting the chances of getting cancer.
Please remember that we are all
SAFETY OFFICERS, whether it be
on the fire scene, at the station, or off
-duty, please look after one another.
Until next time, be safe!

Sunday, June 17

“Top of the morning”
from the Communication Division
Good luck to all the personnel taking
the upcoming Fire Lieutenants exam.
Brett Lea, congratulations on your
upcoming retirement. Thank you for
your years of service to the citizens of
Boca Raton and to Boca Raton Fire
Rescue.
Radios
Improvements are taking place within
the Communications Division. Motorola determined that some of the
intermittent radio communication issues were due to the fact that the
wires inside the cables were smaller
than wires in original cables from our
older radios and that the cables are
shorter. As a result, the cables in the
shoulder mics for all the front-line apparatus were exchanged this past
week. I will continue swapping out
cables in all the backup vehicles
within the next week. Motorola representatives also asked that our taller
personnel not stretch the shoulder
mic cables across their backs. The
wires in the cable are pulling apart
inside the coil at two locations within
the cable. Our department is a test
bank for the upgraded shoulder mic
cables.

Classroom Zetron
A Zetron has been installed in the fire
training classrooms at the 6500 building. Each classroom has a speaker
installed in the respective rooms. The

Control Communications is no
longer in business. They were the
company that serviced our David
Clark push-to-talk in our apparatus.
David Clark has been made aware
of the situation and is actively pursuing another vendor to certify as a
State of Florida field repair service. I
will keep everyone apprised when
the new vendor has been chosen.
Dispatch Center - Moving Date
The projected moving date for the
Communication personnel to the
new Dispatch Center at 6500 Congress Avenue is June 19, 2018. The
Communication personnel have
been patiently waiting for this day.
The old center will remain as a soft
backup center, should the need
arise.

Radio Repair and Work Orders
I have been receiving several work
orders for radios going out of range.
Please check to make sure the radio is in Zone I and that the antenna
is screwed on properly prior to writing out a work order.
I have to reiterate: Please call the
Division Chief of Communication on
my cell phone when you have a radio that goes out of service, along
with a work order attached describing what is wrong with the radio.
The radio needs to be replaced immediately. If I am not available to
retrieve it immediately, the On-Duty
Communication Supervisor can assign you a spare radio only. The
shoulder mics, antennas, holsters
and spare batteries are locked in
my office at 6500.
‘Till next time, from everyone in the
911 Communications Center, be
safe.
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EMS
By:
Michael Davanzo
Division Chief

Hello everyone! I would like to start
off by thanking everyone for their
support during my transition to this
new position, especially all of the
Executive staff, Administrative staff,
the EMS Division, and Chief Davanzo.
New Equipment
There are a lot of new exciting projects and equipment on the horizon.
For starters, we have purchased the
new Ferno EZGLide PowerTraxx
stairchairs. The new stairchairs are
battery-powered and will assist
crews in taking patients down, as
well as up, staircases. The rescue
trucks will need to be retrofitted to fit
the chairs in the side compartment,
so the training for these stairchairs
will be sometime in July. In addition,
new backpack-style airway bags
have been purchased for all the units
in the department. The crews on
Medic 4 did a trial over the past few
months, evaluating the bags with
very positive feedback. These should
be delivered shortly and the EMS
Division will coordinate the transfer.

Protocols
It’s also the time of year where we
take a look at our protocols and
make any revisions needed. The
Protocol Revision Committee will be

meeting with Dr. Cohen and bringing
any new changes to help keep our
service and patient care at the highest standards, and following the most
recent science and guidelines in
EMS.
PulsePoint
Also, on the horizon is PulsePoint.
For anyone not familiar with the app,
please take a few moments to
download it to your smart phone. This
application is designed to alert CPRtrained bystanders of anyone in cardiac arrest, needing CPR within walking distance of their location, as well
as identifying the location of the nearest AED. PulsePoint will be integrated
with, and work simultaneously with,
our CAD system. This will take some
time to be approved and integrated
through IT, and we will keep everyone informed when we go active. In
the meantime, surrounding counties
and municipalities are currently participating so if you have the app, you
may be able to help someone near
you by performing CPR and getting
an AED.

EMS Challenge
The last big news is the Annual
Bernie Tillson Memorial EMS Challenge, which was hosted by our department the weekend of April 21 &
22. Eighteen teams competed in the
two-day competition, coordinated by
our own EMS competition team. I
definitely want to thank all the volunteers that helped make this the best
EMS competition in the area. A big
“Thank You” goes out to Anthony
Jerina for leading this monumental
effort. As always, my office is always
open and always looking for new,
innovative ideas and suggestions to
continue to keep Boca Raton Fire
Rescue as the best department in the
state.

Administration
By:
David Woodside
Deputy Chief

Welcome and Goodbye
Fire Rescue Services welcomes
Courtney Noel. Courtney joined our
team on April 30th, in the position of
Fire Rescue Administrative Specialist, replacing Marie Marini. Courtney has an Associate’s Degree in
Finance and comes from the private
sector with payroll experience. She
is experienced in Kronos and over
the next few months will be learning
Telestaff and public-sector payroll.
Courtney’s extension is 4023.
Please join me in making her feel
welcome to the Fire Rescue family.

At the same time, Fire Rescue said
congratulations and goodbye to
Marie Marini. Marie accepted a promotion, moving to a position in the
Human Resources Department.
During her time with Fire Rescue,
Marie was diligent in maintaining
the correctness and timeliness of
Fire Rescue’s timekeeping, schedules, exchanges and, of course,
paychecks. Reach out to Marie and
thank her for her five years of dedicated service to Fire Rescue. Her
email address is still the same.

Page 8

BOCA FIRE RESCUE

Hurricane Preparedness
Boca Raton Fire Rescue, in preparation for hurricane season, is having
installed, wind monitoring systems at
all fire stations. This update is in
response to lessons learned from
Hurricane Irma. Wind monitoring at
each fire station will provide real time
data in each response zone, giving
the Incident Commander and the
Emergency Operations Center the
ability to make response decisions
based on real time data by zones or
area of the city. The goal of this system is to provide the greatest response with the greatest margin of
safety in the event of another hurricane.
In the past, there was one central
weather station and all decisions
were based on the information from
the one weather station and news
media.
We realized, again from
Irma, that wind speed and direction
varied, in various parts of the city at
the same time. The wind speed may
be high on the beach but very low
east of Military Trail. Using this scenario, responses could be stopped
on the beach but continue in the Military Trail area.

Capt. Tory Buckman, Firefighter of the Year, and Chief Tom
Wood

The systems are scheduled to be
installed over the next few weeks in
time for hurricane season. Installation of the systems will be done by
the City’s Facilities Department and
Information Technology Department.
Please thank them for their work in
partnering with Fire Rescue to increase safety for first responders.
The weather monitoring data can be
made available to the public.

Capt. Mike McBrien accepting an Excellence Award from
Chief Tom Wood
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From left to right:
FFD Mike Lucas,
Ret. FF Donnie Mullens,
FF Anthony Jerina,
Capt. Jeff Ross, and
Asst. Chief Pat Rea
received Excellence
awards for their work as
Honorflight Guardians.

Division Chief Jason Stout and family, with Chief Tom
Wood
EMS Capt. William Fowler and family, with Chief Tom
Wood

Capt. Jason Sekula and family, with Chief Tom Wood

Lt. Eric Hanks and family, with Chief Tom Wood
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March of the Bull

March of the Bull—the blessing

Opioid Symposium - April 4
St. Joan of Arc

Smoke Detectors
Save Lives
Thomas R. Wood, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
6500 Congress Avenue, Suite 200
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2851

